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B E C A U S E , E A R L Y I N 1 9 4 2 , D e t r o i t had the largest 
number of war-displaced workers, the a t tent i on 
of welfare authorit ies was focused on the c i t y 
to discover the c o m m u n i t y problems arising 
during the shi f t f rom peacetime to w a r t i m e w o r k . 
I t was expected t h a t one of the problems arising 
from such disemployment wou ld be a considerable 
increase i n the demand for general assistance. 
To test this assumption, the D e t r o i t D e p a r t m e n t 
of Public Welfare conducted a study of the effect 
of war displacements on i t s general assistance 
program. T h e study was based on schedules 
completed by the intake workers i n the various 
district offices of the D e t r o i t and Wayne C o u n t y 
departments of publ ic welfare for each person 
requesting assistance d u r i n g A p r i l 1 9 4 2 . 

The most i m p o r t a n t question to be decided 
by the intake workers was whether the appl icant 
was unemployed because of the war . D e t e r m i n a ­
tion of the connection between the war and u n ­
employment was extremely di f f icult i n m a n y cases. 
The intake workers were, however, fami l iar w i t h 
the industr ia l pa t t e rn i n D e t r o i t , and they also 
had the advice of the E m p l o y m e n t Service Bureau 
of the D e p a r t m e n t of Publ ic Welfare i n deter­
mining the reason for loss of j ob . These factors, 
added to the interest and painstaking care of 
the intake workers i n filling out the schedules, 
reinforce confidence t h a t the data collected re ­
flect as accurately as possible the effect of the war 
on the general assistance program. 

Nature of War-Displacement Problem 

After December 7, 1 9 4 1 , unemployment i n 
Detro i t was accelerated by the change-over f r o m 
the manufacture of automobiles and related p r o d ­
ucts to t h a t of tanks, guns, planes, and other a rma­
ment necessary for the successful prosecution of 
the war. I t was expected t h a t the lay-offs dur ing 
the period of conversion wou ld have especially 
serious repercussions i n D e t r o i t because of the 
community 's dependence on the automobile i n ­

dustry . According to the 1 9 4 0 census, 3 0 per­
cent of D e t r o i t ' s employed workers were engaged 
i n manufactur ing automobiles and automobile 
equipment. O n l y 1 7 percent were employed i n a l l 
the other manufactur ing industries, w h i c h were, to 
a considerable extent, allied to the manufactur ing 
of automobiles. A b o u t one-f i f th of the workers 
were i n the wholesale and retail-trade indus t ry 
and almost the same proport ion i n the service 
industry . Consequently, when automobile p r o ­
duct ion stopped, the other industries no t on ly 
were unable to absorb the unemployed b u t also 
suffered considerable unemployment f r o m the 
decline i n demand for services and goods b y the 
displaced automobile workers. Factories m a n u ­
fac tur ing nonessential consumer goods and c iv i l ian 
durable goods were affected adversely by m a ­
ter ia l shortages and governmental controls, such 
as curta i lment orders and p r i o r i t y and preference 
ratings. Unemployment , d irect ly and indirect ly 
a t t r ibutab le to the war , h i t the wholesale and r e t a i l -
d i s t r ibut i on and service industries as a result of 
manufactur ing and/or sales restrictions on automo­
biles, tires, radios, washing machines, and other 
heavy consumer goods, and of reduct ion i n the 
buy ing power of the displaced automobile workers. 

Table 1 .—Famil ies requesting general assistance in 
De tro i t , by employment status, April 1942 

E m p l o y m e n t status 

Famil ies requesting 
assistance 

E m p l o y m e n t status 

N u m b e r 
Percent­
age dis­

t r i b u t i o n 
M e d i a n 

size 

T o t a l 1 1,118 100.0 2.1 

Families w i t h no recently unemployed m e m ­
ber 746 66.7 1.9 

Families with recently unemployed mem­
bers, by reason of unemployment 2 372 33.3 2.9 

War-connected reason 3 147 13.1 3.7 
Reasons no t war-connected 220 19.7 2.2 

Illness or other d isab i l i ty 115 10.3 1.7 
Other 4 105 9.4 2.7 

Reasons u n k n o w n 5 .4 ( 5 ) 

1 I n add i t i on , 11 families requested assistance because employment of 
f a m i l y member was i n t e r r u p t e d b y entrance i n t o armed forces. 

2 Famil ies i n w h i c h 1 member was unemployed for war-connected reason 
and another for any other reason classified under war-connected reason. 

3 Shortages of materials, supplies, or equipment , Government p r i o r i t y , 
cur ta i lment or conversion orders, and other reasons d irect ly or ind i re c t l y 
connected w i t h war . 

4 Seasonal lay-offs, completion of w o r k , and personal or other reasons. 
5 Base too small for computat ion . 



Table 2 .—Fami l i e s approved for general assistance in 
Detroit, by employment status, April 1942 

E m p l o y m e n t status 

Fami l ies approved for 
assistance 

E m p l o y m e n t status 

N u m b e r Percentage 
d i s t r i b u t i o n 

T o t a l 511 100.0 
Famil ies w i t h no recently unemployed member 1 303 59.3 
Famil ies w i t h recently unemployed members, b y reason of unemployment 2 

208 40.7 
War-connected reason 3 79 15.5 
Reasons no t war-connected 127 24.9 

I l lness or other d i sab i l i t y 72 14.1 
Other 4 55 10.8 

Reasons u n k n o w n 2 .4 

1 E s t i m a t e d . 
2 See table 1, footnote 2. 
3 See table 1, footnote 3. 
4 See table 1, footnote 4. 

T a b l e 3 .—Fami l i e s with recently unemployed members requesting general assistance in Detroit, by reason of 
unemployment and by prior assistance status, April 1942 

Reason of unemployment 

Famil ies 
w i t h 

recently 
u n e m ­
ployed 

members 

Prior assistance status 

Reason of unemployment 

Famil ies 
w i t h 

recently 
u n e m ­
ployed 

members 

Families 
never on 

assist­
ance rolls 

Families on assistance rolls 

Unknown 
Reason of unemployment 

Famil ies 
w i t h 

recently 
u n e m ­
ployed 

members 

Families 
never on 

assist­
ance rolls T o t a l 

Less t h a n 
6 months 

pre­
viously 

6 months 
b u t less 

t h a n 1 year 
previously 

1 year b u t 
less t h a n 5 
years pre­

viously 

5 or more 
years pre­
viously 

Elapsed 
time u n ­
k n o w n 

Med ian 
number of 

months 
since as­
sistance 
last re­
ceived 

Unknown 

N u m b e r 

Families with recently unemployed mem­
bers 1 372 124 247 51 29 148 11 8 20.8 1 

War-connected reason 2 147 22 125 25 11 75 7 7 21.9 0 
Reasons not war-connected 220 98 121 25 18 73 4 1 19.8 1 

Illness or other disability 115 52 62 10 8 41 2 1 23.5 1 
Other 3 105 46 59 15 10 32 2 0 15.2 0 

Reasons u n k n o w n 5 4 1 1 0 0 0 0 (4) 0 

Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n 

Families with recently unemployed mem­
bers 1 100.0 33.3 66.4 13.7 7.8 39.7 3.0 2.2 .3 

War-connected reason 2 100.0 15.0 85.0 17.0 7.5 51.8 4.8 4.8 0 
Reasons not war-connected 100.0 44.5 55.0 11.3 8.2 33.2 1.8 .5 .5 

Illness or other d i sab i l i t y 100.0 45.2 53.9 8.7 7.0 35.6 1.7 .9 .9 
Other 3 100.0 43.8 56.2 14.3 9.5 30.5 1.9 0 0 
Reasons u n k n o w n 100.0 (4) (4) (4) (4) (4) (4) (4) 

(4) 

1 See table 1, footnote 2. 
2 See table 1, footnote 3. 

3 See table l , footnote 4. 
4 Base too small for computat ion . 

I t has been estimated t h a t , for every 100 manufac­
t u r i n g jobs lost, 30-40 nonmanufactur ing jobs 
are lost . 1 

Serious as the war-displacement problem loomed 
i n magnitude , i t was freely predicted t h a t i t wou ld 
no t last long. I n a labor -market report for M a r c h 
1942 the Bureau of E m p l o y m e n t Security reported 
t h a t conversion was being rapidly effected, and now 
war plants were under construct ion. " I t is a n t i c i ­

pated t h a t a l l workers usually employed by the 
automobile indus t ry w i l l be reabsorbed b y the fall 
of 1942 . " 2 Later the Bureau reported a sharply 
accelerated rate of reh ir ing of war-displaced work­
ers i n the major war industries. Conversion, com­
plet ion of new plants , and the expanded hiring 
rate i n m a n y war industries combined to keep the 
actual number of lay-offs below previously antici ­
pated levels and to provide reemployment oppor­
tunit ies sooner t h a n had been expected. 

Test i fy ing before the T o l a n Committee in 
December 1941, a representative of the Michigan 
Unemployment Compensation Commission esti­
mated t h a t more t h a n 100,000 workers would be 
unemployed after the first of the year i n Wayne 
C o u n t y alone. 3 Est imates made i n February 
indicated t h a t about 170,000 would be unemployed 
i n Wayne C o u n t y at the end of the month . 4 I t 
was predicted t h a t unemployment would reach 
i ts crest early i n M a r c h and would recede quickly 
thereafter. Est imates for A p r i l showed a con­
siderable decrease f r om previous months i n unem­

1 U. S. House of Representatives, Select Committee Invest igat ing N a t i o n a l 
Defense M i g r a t i o n , Hearings . . . Part 18, 1941, p . 7174. 

2 Social Security Board , Bureau of E m p l o y m e n t Security, The Labor 
Market, M a r c h 1942, pp . 14-15. 

3 U . S. House of Representatives, Select Committee Invest igating National 
Defense M i g r a t i o n , Hearings . . . Part 24, 1942, p. 9442. 

4 A m i d o n , Beulah, " T h e Bat t l e of D e t r o i t , " Surrey Graphic, A p r i l 1942, 
p . 202. 



ployment i n the D e t r o i t area. F r o m reports 
published j o i n t l y by the U . S. E m p l o y m e n t Service 
for Mich igan and the M ich ig an Unemployment 
Compensation Commission, 5 the number of u n ­
employed i n the D e t r o i t area for each week i n 
Apri l 1942 was estimated as fo l l ows : 6 

5 Weekly Report on Selected E m p l o y m e n t Security Act iv i t ies for weeks 
of Apr i l 4, 11, 18, and 25, 1942. 

6 The weekly reports for A p r i l show that approximately 50 percent of the 
total certifiable claims received in M i c h i g a n were filed in the Detro i t area. 
This percentage was applied to weekly estimates of to ta l State unemploy­
ment to obtain a rough estimate of unemployment i n Det ro i t . 

Week ending: 
Number 

unemployed 

Apr. 4 76,250 
Apr. 11 71,800 
Apr. 18 70,500 
Apr. 25 68,500 

Table 4 .—Recently unemployed workers in families 
requesting general assistance in Detroit, by reason of 
unemployment, and by age group and sex, April 1942 

Reason of unemployment 

Recently 
unem­
ployed 

workers 
Age group 

Reason of unemployment 

Number 

M
ed

ia
n 

ag
e 

U
nd

er
 25

 

25-44 45-64 65
 an

d 
ov

er
 

U
nk

no
w

n 

T o t a l 

Al l recently unemployed 
workers 380 35.8 61 225 82 7 5 

War-connected reason 1 148 34.9 18 104 25 1 0 
Reasons not war-connected 227 36.5 42 118 57 6 4 

Illness or other d isab i l i ty 117 38.7 17 66 31. 3 0 
Other 2 110 33.2 25 52 26 3 4 

Reasons u n k n o w n 5 (3) 1 3 0 0 1 

Male 

Al l recently unemployed 
workers 272 37.2 36 162 66 4 4 

War-connected reason 1 131 35.4 15 90 25 1 0 
Reasons not war-connected 137 39.1 20 70 41 3 3 

Illness or other d isabi l i ty 65 41.2 7 35 22 1 0 
Other 2 72 35.4 13 35 19 2 3 

Reasons u n k n o w n 4 (3) 1 2 0 0 1 

Female 

All recently unemployed workers 
108 32.5 25 63 16 3 1 

War-connected reason 1 17 (3) 3 14 0 0 0 
Reasons not war-connected 90 32.5 22 48 16 3 1 

Illness or other d isabi l i ty 52 34.4 10 31 9 2 0 
Other 2 38 (3) 12 17 7 1 1 

Reasons u n k n o w n 1 (3) 0 1 0 0 0 

1 See table 1, footnote 3. 
2 See table 1, footnote 4. 
3 Base too small for computat ion . 

The to ta l number of persons unemployed at 
some t ime i n A p r i l undoubtedly was greater t h a n 
the highest weekly figure of 70,250. O n the basis 
of the lat ter figure, however, i t can be estimated 
conservatively t h a t at least 10 percent of the 

Wayne C o u n t y labor force was unemployed i n 
this m o n t h . N o in format ion is a t hand to i n d i ­
cate w h a t proport ion lost their jobs because of the 
war . However, i t is believed t h a t the war was 
direct ly responsible for the unemployment of 
three-fourths or about 60,000 of the displaced 
workers i n Wayne C o u n t y for the m o n t h of A p r i l . 

The extent of new unemployment was also 
indicated b y the t rend of i n i t i a l claims filed for 
unemployment compensation. A comparison of 
i n i t i a l claims filed for each m o n t h f r om November 
1941 through A p r i l 1942 w i t h claims filed for the 
corresponding months i n 1940 and 1941 clearly 
shows an increase i n claims filed after the declara­
t i o n of war and the decline i n A p r i l of this year to 
a po int below A p r i l 1941. I n i t i a l claims filed i n 
D e t r o i t , H a m t r a m c k , and H i g h l a n d Park for 
selected months i n 1940, 1941, and 1942 are given 
be low : 7 

1940 1941 

November 10,019 14,050 
December 14,386 104,098 

1941 1942 

January 13,525 50,906 
February 10,219 29,797 
March 9,898 16,862 
Apr i l 15,878 15,288 

A large proport ion of the claims filed i n the 
early p a r t of 1942 came f r o m workers i n plants 
manufactur ing automobiles and all ied parts , who 
were l a i d off whi le the plants were being converted 
to war product ion . 

Applications for General Assistance 

A l t h o u g h unemployment i n D e t r o i t was s t i l l 
of grave proportions i n A p r i l , i t d i d not react 
seriously on the general assistance program. 
The assistance rolls of the D e t r o i t welfare depart ­
ment had been declining steadily and i n A p r i l 
were the lowest since 1929. A b o u t two- th i rds of 
the f a m i l i e s 8 requesting assistance i n A p r i l had 
no member who had lost employment recently 
(table 1). O n l y 13 percent had members dis­
placed for reasons direct ly or ind irec t ly connected 
w i t h the war , such as shortages of materials , 

7 Compl ied b y Reports and Analysis D i v i s i o n , Bureau of E m p l o y m e n t 
Security. 

8 D a t a are for 1,129 families included i n the s tudy . Schedules were ob­
tained for approximately four-fifths of the applicants d u r i n g A p r i l . For 
purposes of th is s t u d y , a worker was considered to be recently unemployed i f 
he lost his job after November 14, 1941, and was s t i l l unemployed as of the 
date on w h i c h he applied for assistance. The first i m p o r t a n t lay-offs because 
of material shortages and p r i o r i t y orders started i n D e t r o i t i n November 1941. 



supplies, or equipment, Government p r i o r i t y , and 
cur ta i lment or conversion orders. Furthermore , 
families w i t h members unemployed because of the 
war comprised on ly 15 percent of the 511 families 
approved for assistance (table 2) . 

Of the 60,000 estimated war-displaced unem­
ployed i n D e t r o i t , on ly 148 or 0.2 percent applied 
for assistance d u r i n g A p r i l . The lack of demand 
for assistance f r o m the war-displaced workers 
was due to several reasons. Probably the most 
i m p o r t a n t was the fact t h a t M i c h i g a n l iberalized 
i t s Unemployment Compensation A c t late i n 
February , after the House Ways and Means Com­
m i t t e e of the U . S. Congress had rejected a war -
displacement benefits b i l l wh ich proposed to 
supplement State unemployment benefits w i t h 
Federal funds. The M i c h i g a n amendments, effec­
t i ve u n t i l M a y 3 1 , 1943, increased the weekly 
benefit r a t e ; raised the m i n i m u m weekly benefit 
f r o m $7 to $10 and the m a x i m u m f rom $16 to 
$20; reduced the w a i t i n g period f r om 2 weeks to 
1 ; and increased the m a x i m u m number of weekly 
payments f r o m 18 to 20 weeks. I n add i t i on , 
workers who lost jobs pr ior to the passage of the 
amendments and had n o t exhausted their benefit 
r ights also prof i ted f rom the changes through a 
redeterminat ion of benefit r ights . T h e immediate 
result of the now law was to increase the average 
weekly benefit payment for the State f r om about 
$14.80 9 d u r i n g the last quarter of 1941 to $17.45 1 0 

i n A p r i l 1942. Consequently, most families w i t h 
members receiving unemployment benefits wou ld 
be ineligible for general assistance. 

9 Computed from data i n the B u l l e t i n , A p r i l 1942, p . 51. 
10 M i c h i g a n U n e m p l o y m e n t Compensation Commission, Week ly Report 

on Selected E m p l o y m e n t Security Ac t iv i t i e s for weeks of A p r i l 4, 11, 18, and 
25, 1942. 

Table 5 .—Recent ly unemployed workers in families 
requesting general assistance in Detroit, by reason 
of unemployment and by race, April 1942 

Reason of unemployment 

Re­
cently 
unem­
ployed 

workers 

Race 

Reason of unemployment 

Re­
cently 
unem­
ployed 

workers 

N u m b e r Percent of 
t o ta l Reason of unemployment 

Re­
cently 
unem­
ployed 

workers 
W h i t e Negro W h i t e Negro 

A l l recently unemployed w o r k ­
ers 380 188 192 49.5 50.5 

War-connected reason 1 148 92 56 62.2 37.8 
Reasons not war-connected 227 93 134 41.0 59.0 

Illness or other d i sab i l i ty 117 46 71 39.3 60.7 
Other 2 110 47 63 42.7 57.3 

Reasons u n k n o w n 5 3 2 (3) (3) 

1 See table 1, footnote 3. 
2 See table 1, footnote 4. 

3 Base too smal l for computat i on . 

Table 6 .—Recent ly unemployed workers in families 
requesting general assistance in Detroit, by reason 
of unemployment and by sex, April 1942 

Reason of unemployment 

Re­
cent ly 
u n e m ­
ployed 

workers 

Sex 

Reason of unemployment 

Re­
cent ly 
u n e m ­
ployed 

workers 

N u m b e r Percent of total Reason of unemployment 

Re­
cent ly 
u n e m ­
ployed 

workers 
Male Female Male Female 

A l l recently unemployed workers 380 272 108 71.6 28.4 
War-connected reason 1 148 131 17 88.5 11.5 
Reasons not war-connected 227 137 90 60.4 39.6 

Illness or other d i sab i l i t y 117 65 52 55.6 44.4 
Other 2 110 72 38 65.5 34.5 

Reasons u n k n o w n 5 4 1 (3) (3) 

1 See table 1, footnote 3. 
2 See table 1, footnote 4. 
3 Base too small for computat i on . 

Table 7 .—Dispos i t ion of requests for general assistance 
in Detroit, by employment status, April 1942 

E m p l o y m e n t status 

Requests disposed of 

E m p l o y m e n t status 
T o t a l 

Approved Denied E m p l o y m e n t status 
T o t a l 

N u m ­
ber 

Per­
cent 

N u m ­
ber 

Per­
cent 

T o t a l 1 781 511 65.4 270 34.6 

Families w i t h no recently u n e m ­
ployed member 2 492 303 61.6 189 38.4 

Families w i t h recently unemployed 
members, by reason of unemploy ­
ment 3 289 208 72.0 81 28.0 

War-connected reason 114 79 69.3 35 30.7 
Reasons not war-connected 171 127 74.3 44 25.7 

Illness or other d i sab i l i t y 88 72 81.8 10 18.2 
Other 4 83 55 66.3 28 33.7 

Reasons u n k n o w n 4 2 ( 5 ) 2 (5) 

1 I n a d d i t i o n , 10 families w i t h members in the armed forces requested 
assistance; 8 were approved. 

2 Es t imated . 
3 See table 1, footnote 2. 
4 See table 1, footnote 3. 

5 See table 1, footnote 4. 
6 Base too small for computat ion . 

Another reason for the small demand for general 
assistance was the unusually long period of con­
tinuous employment at good wages w h i c h had 
been experienced by the displaced workers. Prob­
ably most of the workers had been able to accu­
mulate savings and drew on them, as wel l as on 
other resources i n add i t i on to unemployment 
compensation, to t ide their families over the 
conversion period. T h i s assumption is borne out 
i n p a r t b y the fact t h a t the families who did 
apply for assistance seem to have been those 
least able to accumulate savings. These were 
large families who had not experienced a long 
period of continuous employment . Approxi ­
mate ly 8 out of every 10 families w i t h a member 
unemployed because of the war had previously 
received assistance f rom the agency w i t h i n the 



last 5 years (table 3) . I n addi t ion , they averaged 
almost 4 persons per f ami ly (table 1). 

Undoubtedly , also, i n view of the temporary 
character of the unemployment , families were 
able to get along w i t h o u t app ly ing for assistance 
because merchants, landlords, personal loan com­
panies, and other creditors extended credit freely. 

Table 8 .—Famil i es with recently unemployed members 
requesting general assistance in Detroit, by unem­
ployment benefit status, April 1942 

Unemployment benefit status 

T o t a l 

Unemployment benefit status 
N u m b e r Percentage 

d i s t r i b u t i o n 

Tota l 372 100.0 

Families not c la iming benefits 196 52.7 
Families c laiming benefits 175 47.0 

Families w i t h claims pending determinat ion 29 7.8 
Families not entitled to benefits 115 30.9 

Insufficient earnings 17 4.6 
Disquali f ied 20 5.4 
Exhausted benefit r ights 78 20.9 

Families receiving benefits 29 7.8 
Disposition u n k n o w n 2 .5 

Status u n k n o w n 1 . 3 

Prevalence of Illness Among Applicants for 
General Assistance 

One of the s t r i k i n g findings of the s tudy was 
that illnesses and other physical disabilities were 
responsible for almost as many requests for assist­
ance as were war displacements. D i s a b i l i t y was 
particularly prevalent among older workers, 
Negroes, and women (tables 4, 5, and 6) and also 
among workers i n the low-paid service indus t ry 
in which these groups predominate. 

About one-tenth of the families apply ing for 
assistance stated t h a t illness or other d isabi l i ty 
was responsible for unemployment i n the fami ly . 
Furthermore, almost half of the families w i t h 
illness had no previous publ ic assistance history 
and were forced by illness to apply for assistance 
for the first t ime (table 3) . One-seventh of a l l 
families approved for assistance were families 
with members unemployed because of illness or 
other d i sab i l i t y (table 2) . Moreover , such f a m i ­
lies had the highest percentage of approvals 
of any group of applicants (table 7) . 

In f o rmat i on on illnesses and other disabilities 

was collected only for families w i t h recent unem­
ployment . Undoubtedly , the propor t ion of f a m i ­
lies w i t h incapacitated members wou ld be 
considerably higher i f data were collected on a l l f a m i ­
lies requesting assistance. I f a l l the families w i t h ­
out recent unemployment were excluded, those 
families w i t h illnesses wou ld comprise 35 percent 
of the approved cases. 

Unemployment Compensation Status of Assist­
ance Applicants 

Another salient fact brought out b y the s tudy 
was the extent to wh i ch unemployment compensa­
t i o n was effective i n protect ing workers d u r i n g the 
period of war dislocations. 

A lmos t half of the 372 families w i t h recent u n ­
employment who applied for assistance d u r i n g 
A p r i l had members who had filed claims for u n ­
employment benefits (table 8) . A b o u t one- third 
of these families had members who were n o t en­
t i t l e d to benefits, because they had insufficient 
earnings, had exhausted benefit r ights , or had been 
disqualified. Some of the indiv iduals who had 
wage credits i n covered industries m a y have been 
disqualified because they were unavailable for 
w o r k as a result of illness or d isab i l i ty . 

Despite their re lat ive importance i n the n u m ­
ber of requests for assistance, however, the 175 
families c la iming benefits who applied for assistance d u r i n g A p r i l represented an insignificant por ­
t i o n of the 60,000 who were disemployed. The 
number of workers who applied for W P A employ­
ment was also very small . For most of the w o r k ­
ers, therefore, benefits and other f a m i l y resources 
apparently were sufficient d u r i n g this period to 
combat the frictional unemployment result ing 
f r om war displacement. 1 1 Undoubted ly , the l i b ­
eralization of the M i c h i g a n unemployment com­
pensation law was a pr inc ipa l factor i n keeping a l l 
b u t a few of the war-displaced workers out of the 
assistance populat ion . 

11 For contrast and for an indicat ion of the effectiveness of unemployment 
compensation i n Detroit i n a period of economic recession, see Creamer, 
Dan ie l , and W e l l m a n , A r t h u r O., "Adequacy of Unemployment Benefits 
i n the D e t r o i t Area D u r i n g the 1938 Recession," Social Security Bulletin, V o l . 
3, N o . 11 (November 1940), p p . 3-11. 


