Facts About Families

People and Families

Our Burgeoning Population

T the beginning of this century
A we were a Nation of 76 million
people, nearly 31 million of
whom were children under 18. A baby
born then was expected to live only to
the age of 49, although a person al-
ready 45 years old could expect to
survive to age 70. Well over a third
of the population then was living on
farms, which provided most of their
income and nearly all of their food.
By 1958, our population had in-
creased 214 times to a total of 174
million, with more than 4 million
babies born in each of the preceding
5 years. Although children under age
18 are twice as numerous as in 1900,
they constitute but 35 percent rather
than 40 percent of the population.
Persons aged 65 or more, on the other
hand, have increased nearly fivefold
in number to nearly 9 percent of the
total population as against 4 percent
in 1900. Life expectancy for babies at
birth is about 70 years, and persons
45 years old can expect to live to age
75, well above the age at which most
persons now stop working.

Table 1.—Population of the United
States, by age, selected years 1900~
58 and projection for 1970

Tt . ., : Percent of
Population (in millions) \ population
Year ‘ ol
| Un- | Aged | 4807 Un- !Aggd
Total der | 18- | and | | and
i f L :
‘age 181 64 ver :1 18‘ over
! ‘ !
: i |
1900 76.1% 30.7; 42.3 3.1, 40.3 4.1
194010707 l132.0' 0.4 82,6 9.0, 30.6. 6.8
1950, .. __ 151.7) 47.0] 92.4 12.3 31.0, 8.1
1958 . ___ 174.1] 61.3 97.8; 15.0; 35.2‘ 8.6
|
1970 projec- ; i !
tion.._.__ 2]3.8‘ 79,0l 115.3‘ 12.5 37.0‘ 9.1
! t |

We have become more and more
concentrated in cities and their envi-
rons. The 21 million persons now liv-
ing on farms represent only 12 per-
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cent of the total population, com-
pared with nearly 40 percent in 1900
and 23 percent just before World War
II. Of those people now living on
farms and employed, nearly two-
fifths are doing off-farm work.

The trend towards a larger, more
urban population and longer life is
expected to continue. By 1970, it is
projected, there may be an additional
40 million persons, including 18 mil-
lion under age 18 and 4l million
aged 65 or more.

More People Are Marrying

Today, fewer people remain single
than ever before. Furthermore, an
increasing proportion of divorced
persons remarry. By 1958, more than
2 out of every 3 persons aged 14 and
over, 82 million in all, were married,
although about 4 million were living
apart from their spouses.

As the Census counts families,
there were 43.7 million in 1958, one-
third more than in 1940. In addition
to the 38 million husband-wife fami-
lies, 1.3 million families had a male
head with no wife and 4.3 million had
a woman as head. There were also
about 1.7 million subfamilies—that is,
married couples or one-parent-child
groups related to the head of the
main family. Subfamilies were found
in 4.0 percent of the families as
counted by the Census in 1958, com-
pared with 6.4 percent in 1940.

Counting stepchildren and adopted
children as “own” children, we find

Table 2.—Number of families and
single persons and average family
size, 1949, 1950, and 1958 and pro-
Jection for 1970

Families
Average number Persons
living
of persons alone
Year Total per family or with
}(lin nonre%a-
thou- tives (in
sands} Un- Alggd thousands)
Total] der and
age 18 oyer
1940, ... 32,166 | 3.76 | 1.24 | 2.52 9,277
1950 .. 39,303 | 3.54 | 1.17 | 2.37 9,136
1958 ... .- 43,714 | 3.65 | 1.38 | 2.27 10,447
1970 pro-
jection._| 52,100 | 3.78 | 1.51 | 2.27 12,600

that more than half the families (56
percent) in 1958 had at least one
child of their own under 18 years;
one-fifth had three or more. If the
same proportion of families have
children in 1970 as in 1958, there will
be 30 million families with children
in that year.

Table 3.—Number of families by
type of head and number of chil-

dren, and average number of
children per family, 1958
[In thousands]
Number of families
Number of own Fe-
children under Hus- | [Jele | Male
18 years Total | band- head, | head,
wife | B0 | 1O
hus- | wife
band
Total___.______ 43,714 | 38,112 | 4,310 1,292
None_____.________ 19,163 | 15,677 | 2,487 999
) P, 8,129 | 7,157 833 139
b 7.882 | 7,321 477 84
|- SO 4,563 | 4,312 213 38
4ormore_...._.... 3,977 | 3,645 300 32
Average number per
Jamily_ _._________ 1.29 1.36 | 0.89 0.44
Aterage number per
Jamily with chil-
£ 4 S 2.30 2.32 | 2.11 1.95

Most Children Live in Their
Own Homes

Most children today live in a “nor-
mal” family—that is, one with both
parents present. In early 1958, 87
percent of the 60.5 million unmarried
children under 18 years in the United
States were living with both their
parents. About 1 in 10 (6.4 million)
were living with only one parent,
usually the mother. An additional 1.1
million lived with other relatives,
leaving about 400,000 in institutions,
foster family homes, or unrelated
households.

In a “normal” family, children are
favored in another respect, because
they and the family are not nearly
so likely to share the home of a rela-
tive as when one of the parents is
absent. Of the family groups includ-
ing children under age 18 and both
a mother and father, only 3 percent
made their home with a relative. Of
the groups including children under
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age 18 but only one parent, nearly 1
out of 4 shared a relative’s home,

Table 4.—Number of families and
subfamilies, by type, 1958

{In thousands]

Sub-
. farnilies
F(‘:I’l‘;il%(_‘s (couples
Presence of children taining |7 C}:;}aﬁgnt-
and marital status own
house- | ETOUDS
hold) sharing a
relative’s
horme)
Total. o 43,714 1,733
With children under 18.______ I 24,551 1,259
Both parents present_ 22,435 596
Mother only 589
Father only___ 293 74
Without children -] 19,163 474
Husband and wife present_.| 15,677 474
Other - . oiieaoos 3,486
|
{ ‘

Sharing houschold with an |
unrelated family___.__.___

Some Live Alone

Although most people live as part
of a family, a number of people —
especially older women - live some
years of their lives by themselves.

Since 1940 the number of women
lodging or maintaining their own
home with no relative present has in-
creased from 4.3 million to 6.2 million,
while the number of men in this situ-
ation actually dropped from 4.9 mil-
lion to 4.2 million. As a result, the
total number of unattached individ-
uals increased from 9.3 million to 10.4
million. Projections show that by
1970 the number of persons who live
alone or with nonrelatives may in-
crease to 1215 million.

Many of these older persons living
outside a family group are now re-
ceiving social insurance benefits or
other income-maintenance pay-
ments; in fact, income-maintenance
programs often play a large part in
making it possible for the older peo-
ple to live by themselves rather than
with relatives. As medical knowledge
and other research increase life ex-
pectancy, however, there is also in-
creasing need for homemaker serv-
ices, “meals on wheels,” and other
services designed to make continued
independence possible for aged per-
sons who otherwise would no longer
be able to live alone.

For every 2 men living alone or
with nonrelatives (and not in the
Armed Forces or an institution) there
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are 3 women in this situation—a re-
flection of the fact that women tend
to outlive their husbands. More than
half of all these women are widowed,
and almost 40 percent are 65 years
or older.

Families Are on the Move

After the end of World War II, with
improved economic conditions and
easing of the housing shortage, a
number of new families and some al-
ready established set up housekeep-
ing for themselves. Others took ad-
vantage of the opportunity to move
to more desirable dquarters. Many
families now still experience at least
an occasional moving day. For ex-
ample, 1 out of every 5 families in the
country moved between April 1954
and April 1955. Families consisting
only of a married couple and children
under age 18 were more likely to move
than families of other types, and
families with a head under age 35
more likely to move than older fami-
lies. A majority of those who moved
stayed within the same county, per-
haps seeking more space or dwellings
better adapted to their needs. Others
moved to a new locality, perhaps be-
cause of better job opportunities.

These are the most recent data
published on the mobility of families.
Current data for individuals show a
fairly constant rate of mobility over
the past 10 years. Young people con-
sistently are more likely to move than
older people, as they get a new job or
marry and set up housekeeping on
their own.

Table 5.—Number of persons living
alone, ! lodging, or living in in-
stirutions, by sex, age, and marital
status, 1958

{In thousands]

Age and marital status | Total | Men |Women
Notininstitutions, total..| 10,447 | 4,231 6,216
Under 25 964 433 531
6,064 1 2,725 3,339

2,064 621 1,443

1,355 452 903

Never married . ________ 3,911 2,010 1,901
Married, spouse absent.| 1,231 743 488
Widowed - 4,287 967 3,320
Divorced... 1,018 511 507
In institutions, tofal.____ 1,567 950 617
Under 8. ... 205 121 84
977 654 323

385 175 210

1 Maintaining their own home with no relative
present.,

Table 6.—Percentage distribution of
families by residence change during
year, by age of head, 1955

House lived in, April 1955
i Different house
Age of

family heaq | Total | Same | ___
o | Seme | ent
4 county
Under 35..__._._ 100.0 61.2 25.2 13.6
3564 oo 100.0 84.7 10.7 4.6
55 and over._____ 100.0 92.5 5.6 1.9

The numbers moving from one
county to another (which sometimes
meant from one State to another),
combined with population growth and
other factors, created an imbalance
between population and educational
and other needed facilities—a situa-
tion calling for more and better com-
munity planning. In some instances
families crossing county or State lines
found themselves temporarily barred
from needed services because of resi-
dence requirements for eligibility.

Couples Now Have More Years
Together

Today the ups and downs of the
family cycle from formation to dis-
solution not only affect more people
—Dbecause more of them marry—but
extend over a longer period of time,
as people marry earlier and live
longer.

In recent years about 1 out of every
2 brides marrying for the first time is
under 20 years and her husband little
more than 2 years older. Marriages
of girls barely out of high school or
boys still at college are common
enough to be the subject for discus-
sion among educators and family
counsellors. Today, of the young men
20 or 21 years old who are full-time
students at college, 1 in 10 is married
and living with his wife. In 1958, the
number of girls already married by
their twenty-fifth birthday was more
than one-third greater than would
be expected if the marriage rate for
this age group had remained the
same as in 1940, and the number of
men married by age 25 was actually
three-fourths again as high as would
have been expected.

The average married couple having
children now have their first baby
when the wife is about 22 and the last
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baby some 5 or 6 years later. Fewer
couples are living out their married
life with no children at all, and &
greater proportion, particularly
among those where the wife had more
years at school, are having three or
more than was true in the forties.
(It is still true, however, that fami-
lies are smaller than early in our
history.)

Because people now marry young
and both men and women live longer
than they used to, the average couble
today can look forward to more than
40 years of married life. Furthermore,
they can expect to share the last
third of their time together after
their youngest child has married and
left home. This final phase of mar-
ried life was beyond the reach of the
average couple two generations ago,
because there was a 50-50 chance
that either the husband or wife
would die at least 2 years before the
last child was married.

Half the Divorces Today
Involve Children

With longer life expectancy and
earlier marriage, people who marry
today can look forward to a longer
married life than formerly, but not
all of them will spend their lives with
the original partner. For example,
the divorce raie per 1,000 married
women 15 years and over, which was
8.8 in 1940 and rose to a peak of 17.8
just after World War 17, in 1957 was
about 9.2 per 1,000. Divorce trends
alone, of course, do not reflect the
additional number of marriages

Table 7.—~Number of persons widowed
and ‘divorced, by sex and age,
1940, 1950, and 1958

[In thousands]

Men Women
Year
Wwid- | Di- wid- | Di-
Total owed |vorced Total awed |vorced
All ages
1940..) 2,768 | 2,144 |  624'| 6,523 | 5,700 823
1950_.| 3,213 | 2,296 917.| 8,198.| 6,967 | 1,231
19568..| 3,300 | 2,272 | 1,028 | 9,505 | 8,047 | '1,458
Under age 65
1040..) 1,607 | 1,060 567 3,92 38,1331 790
1850__ 1.710 921 : 789 | 4,611 3,425 1,186
1958_." 1,664 7271 937 | 4,918 | 3,555 | 1,363
o | :

Bulletin, May 1959

broken by separation or desertion.
For example, in 1958 the number of
married women who reported them-
selves separated from their husbands
was nearly as great as the number
reporting themselves divorced.

Marriages o0f young persons
(women less than about 21 years of
age) are less likely to be permanent
than marriages of somewhat older
persons, Divorce rates are lowest for
women with 4 or more years of col-
lege and highest for women with 1-3
years of high school. The rates of
separation for women vary inversely
with education. In recent years, the
proportion of divorces affecting chil-
dren has increased. In fact, the most
recent figures indicate that in 1856
about half the divorces granted dur-
ing the year were to couples with at
least one child under age 18. One in
9 divorcing couples had as many as
three children.

Divorce has become a more impor-
tant factor in family dissolution than
death. Today, well over half the men
under age 65 previously married but
currently not are divorced rather
than widowed, compared with a little
over a third in 1940. For “once-mar-
ried” women the difference, though
less striking, is nevertheless consider-
able: 28 percent of those no longer
married in 1958 had their marriage
ended by divorce, compared with 20
percent in 1940. This means that
there are today over a half million
more divorcees in the population than
in that year. Some of them are
women with young children for whom
they may have to assume some of the
burden of support. A number of these
mother-child groups, as well as those
from marriages broken but not for-
mally terminated, are found among
the subfamilies who share a home
with parents or other relatives.

Comparisons of the trends in the
numbers currently divorced and cur-
rently widowed in the total popula-
tion understate the relative increase
in the number of divorces, since pro-
portionately more persons ever-
divorced are likely to have remarried
than persons ever-widowed. It is esti-
mated that about two-thirds of the
women getting a divorce and close to
three-fourths of the men eventually
remarry—with 3 out of 4 of the re-
marriages taking place within §

years. On the other hand, less than
half those widowed can expect to re-
marry, and the odds are only half as
great for women as for men. By and
large, divorce affects families rela-
tively early in marriage, when the
likelihood of remarriage, particularly
for the man, is still high. Death of a
spouse, on the other hand, is likely to
occur much later in marriage. It is
usually the husband who dies first,
and with our present survival rates
his widow is more often than not past
the age when remarriage is probable.

More Babies Are Born Out of
Wedlock

Another problem of some signifi-
cance in family life is that the num-
ber of births to unmarried mothers
has been rising at a faster rate than
those to married mothers.

In 1956 there were 193,500 illegiti-
maté babies born, a rate of 20.2 per
1,000 unmarried women aged 15—44 or
nearly three times that in 1940. Fur-
thermore, such births constituted 46.5
per 1,000 total live births, compared
with 37.9 in the earlier year—so that
illegitimate births more than kept
pace with the tendency in recent
years for more families to have chil-
dren.

Illegitimacy is a problem no matter
what the age of the mother, but it is
particularly distressing if she is little
more than a child herself. Teenagers
had nearly half the illegitimate
babies born in 1940, and 40 percent
in 1956. In the latter year more
illegitimate babies were born to
mothers in the age group 15-19 years
than any other, Despite the trend
towards earlier marriage, 1 out of
every 7 girls this young who bore a
child was not married.

Juvenile Delinquency Is
Increasing

A topic much-discussed in many
cities today is the increasing number
of children, from many different so-
cial and economic backgrounds, who
are involved in delinquency. They
represent, it is sometimes overlooked,
only a small fraction of all children.
By far the great majority of young-
sters go through childhood without
becoming involved in anything more
than the usual pranks and scrapes.
It is true, however, that the number
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of delinquency cases handled by juve=
nile courts has been rising at a dis~
turbing rate. Today there are more
than 27 such cases a year per 1,000
children 10-17 years old, compared
with 10.5 per 1,000 in 1940. Police
arrests of children involved in de-
linquency likewise show a substantial
increase in recent years.

Table 8.—Number of juvenile court

delinquency cases, selected years,
1940-57

ment, et¢.). Between 1946 and 1957
the number of such cases reported
dropped from 24 to 19 per 1,000
children under 18 years.

Family Income and
Employment

Employment Determines the

Level of Family Income
Most American families live on
wages or salaries or income from self-
employment, and the size of their in-
come is closely related to the num-

Num R‘;te per ber of earners in the family, as the
= £A s s
Year ber | children  following tabulation shows.
aged 10-17
133 Median Number
13.9 money of
14.7 Number of earners income families
16.1 of family, | (n thou-~
27.2 1957 sands)
. . $4,970 43,710
Whether a child who commits an With v T30
. . R no earner. ... ..... R s
antisocial act is adjudged “delin-  with I eamer - ool 1 4,500 21,240
quent” or not depends to some degree ~ With Zearners....._... ¥ 15,420
on the facilities and practices in his u

community for dealing with children
in difficulty. Sometimes it depends
upon the attitudes or resources of his
parents. Delinquency is defined vari-
ously in different States, but in most
States reported cases include children
who have allegedly violated any pub-
lic law or ordinance (by theft, tru-
ancy, etec.) or children who run away
from home or whose habitual dis-
obedience is beyond the control of
their parents.

It is encouraging, on the other
hand, that there has been a decline
in the proportion of children coming
before a juvenile court not as mis-
creants but as dependency and neg-
lect cases—that is, because parents
or guardians have allegedly failed to
provide the care, education, or pro-
tection required by law (lack of ade-
quate care or support, abandonment
or desertion, abuse or cruel treat-

Table 9.—Number of juvenile court
dependency and neglect cases, 1946,
1948, 1950, and 1957

Rate per

Year Num- { 1,000 chil-
ber |dren under

age 18

1946.._. 101,000 2.4
2.3
2.0
1.9

Likewise, persons living alone or
with nonrelatives are much better off
if they are earners than if they are
not. In 1957, the median money in-
come of “unrelated individuals” who
were not earners (3.5 million) was
just over $700; while that of the
earners (6.8 miilion) approached
$2,400.

The relationship between earnings
and level of family income is demon-
strated also by the fact that about
one-fourth of all families with total
money incomes below $2,000 in 1957
had no earnings at all, while only 1
in 100 of the families with $4,000 or
more had no income from earnings.

Many of the low-income families
with no earnings, as one would ex-
pect, are older families who have re-
tired and are living on social security
and other pensions. For example,
almost half of those couples living by
themselves, with the husband 65
years or more, had total cash income
of less than $2,000. A considerable
number of the low-income families
with earnings are those where the
major occupation of the family head
is working on a farm — his own or
someone else’s: 42 percent of these
families had less than $2,000 in cash
for the year, and the median income
for the entire group was only $2,400.

To be sure, such families, particularly
if they work their own farm, get their
housing and a substantial part of
their food without any additional di-
rect expense, but like all low-income
families, old and young, they are re-
stricted in those items of consump-
tion that must be obtained with
monhey outlay.

Income Varies Widely With
Family Situation

Older people are likely to be work-
ing only part of the time, if at all,
and women’s earnings average less
than men’s. For these and other rea-
sons, elderly families and those with
a woman as head have incomes far
below average, as illustrated below.

Median family
money income,

Type of family 1957
All families . ____ $4,970
Male head .. . . ___ .. 5,160
Married, wife present:
Wife in labor foree .__________ 6,140
Wife not in labor foree _______ 4,830
Other marital status.________.._ 4,580
Female head . ______.__ 2,160
Head aged under 25 years_ .. __.____ 3,890
Head aged 35-54 years_—___._______ 5,560
Head aged 65 and over_._______.__ 2,490

On a per capita basis, money in-
come tends to be lower the larger the
family, particularly in families with
more than three children, because
they are likely to have only one paid
earner. Large families also are more
likely to live on farms or in rural
nonfarm areas where money incomes
are lower, on the average. Although
there are certain “economies” in
housing and feeding a large family
compared with a small, the varying
expenditures per person by families
of different sizes are more often a
function of difference in available in-
come than of difference in actual
needs.

Income-Maintenance Programs
Play an Increasing Role

PFamilies without earnings may be
families broken by death or marital
estrangement. They may also be
families of workers retired because of
age or forced out of the labor market
because of disability.

The old-age, survivors, and disabil-
ity insurance program provides pro-
tection to 9 in 10 mothers and chil-
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dren in the event of the breadwin-
ner’s death. At the end of 1957 about
114 million orphaned children were
receiving such benefits. More than
320,000 of the widowed mothers were
themselves receiving benefits under
this program, and another 70,000
could have done so if their earnings
were reduced below the work-test
limit. Taking account also of com-
pensation and pensions from the Vet-
erans Administration and payments
under the railroad retirement and
government employee programs, we
find that more than half the widowed
mothers and more than 7 in 10 of all
paternal orphans received payments
from one or more of the social insur-
ance or related programs. In addi-
tion, about 1 in 10 of the widowed
mothers and the orphans received as-
sistance under aid to dependent chil-
dren, more than one-third of them to
supplement benefits under old-age,
survivors, and disability insurance or
another social insurance program.

In all, about three-fourths of a mil-
lion families, with almost 2.2 million
children, are now receiving payments
under aid to dependent children, close
to three-fifths of them because of
absence of the father for reasons
other than death and more than one-
fourth because of the father’s in-
capacity.

Of our people 65 years and over,
more than 6 in 10 are now receiving
old-age, survivors, and disability in-
surance benefits and another 1 in 10
will be eligible when they or their
husbands retire. Some old people
have retired under other social insur-
ance programs, and a considerable
number receive veterans’ pensions or
compensation. About 1 in 8 is pri-
marily dependent on public assist-
ance.

These sources yield only limited
amounts of income. Benefits paid to
retired workers under old-age, sur-
vivors, and disability insurance, for
example, average something over $71
a month now that the increase pro-
vided by the 1958 amendments has
gone into effect. The average benefit
is close to $56 a month for a widowed
mother and exceeds $43 for a child.
Many beneficiaries have some earn-
ings or other sources of support.
Nevertheless, according to a study
conducted in 1957, old-age, survivors,
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and disability insurance benefits pro-
vided practically all the money in-
come of about one-fourth of the aged
beneficiaries and one-eighth of the
mother-child groups.

The Average Family Is Finan-
cially Better off Today Than
10 or 20 Years Ago

Earnings have gone up substan-
tially since before World War II.
Their rise is clearly reflected in fig-
ures on median wage and salary in-
come in 1939 and 1957 for families of
different types. Indeed, these income
figures more than tripled while con-
sumer prices doubled.

There is no similar information on
changes since 1939 in the total money
income of families, but we do know
for all families the change in total
income since 1944. In that year the
median money income from all
sources for United States families was
$2,630. From that point, the average
rose steadily practically every year so
that by 1957 it had risen to $4,970,
almost twice as much as in 1944, Even
after allowing for the higher tax rates
in recent years, the increase in dis-
posable income is still considerable.

Insurance beneficiaries and assist-
ance recipients have shared to some
extent with active workers in the
rising productivity of our economy.
Average payments under most in-
come-maintenance programs have
not, however, kept pace with wage
increases. The increase since 1940 in
the number drawing benefits under
the old-age, survivors, and disability
insurance program, on the other
hand, has been spectacular. Monthly

Table 10.—Median wage or salary
income of primary families with
wage or salary income, by family
type, and consumer price index
1939, 1951, and 1957 -

- Family head and ;
number of children 1939 1951 71957
Male head: X
Married, wife present__| $1,320 | $3,770 | $5,030
Other marital status...| 1,160 | 3,410 4,240
Female head.............| 9101 2,410 | 2,900
No children. 3,660 4,700
1child___._ 3,660 4,860
2children. ... .. _____ 3,760 5,050
3 or more children_______ 960 | 3,540 4,780
Consumer price index
(1947-48=100) . ___..._ | 59.4 111.0 120.2

benefits, first payable m thatv year,
now go to 12l% million persons each
month.

Among other indicators of im-
proved financial status are the fact
that all but 3 percent of all married
couples today maintain their own
household. In 1940, the proportion of
married couples without a home of
their own was over twice as great, or
7 percent. In fact, well over half
(56 percent) of all nonfarm families
were homeowners in early 1958, and
among families with a head aged 35
or more, the proportion owning their
home was nearly 2 out of 3.

On the other hand, those living on
fixed low incomes were sometimes at
an especial disadvantage because the
prevailing level of prices made some
necessary consumer’s goods and serv-
jces a strain on the budget if not
totally beyond their reach. It is true
that a number of families achieved
an increased income in part through
the entry into the labor force of an
additional earner, often the wife. Her
employment accentuates the need for
increasing attention on the part of
both the community and the family
to the adjustments required when a
woman assumes the dual role of
homemaker and paid worker, espe-
cially as it affects young children.

More Mothers Are Working

There were 7Y% million working
mothers in the United States in the
spring of 1958 — 30 of every 100
women with 1 or more children under
18 in her care.

The total included almost 1.4 mil-
lion mothers who were widowed, di-
vorced, or married but not living with
their husbands, of whom about one-
third had children under age 6. Of
the working mothers living with their
husbands, nearly 40 percent had pre-
school children.

In 1957 nearly 1 in 4 of all the
working mothers of preschool chil-
dren had 2 children under age 6, and
about 1 in 14 had 3 or more. There
were thus at least 3.6 million pre-
school children whose mothers were
in the labor force in that year.

The employment of women with
children is part of a general trend
for married women to combine home-
making with a full- or part-time job
outside the home. For example, since
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Table 11.—Labor-force status of ever-
married women, by current marital
status and presence of children,
1948 and 1958

Ever-married women
in labor force

Presence of children | Number (in Percent

and marital status thousands) of total
April {March| April [March

1948 | 1958 | 1948 | 1958
Total ... .__. 1 2051 16,636 25.6; 32.6
With children under }'
age 18 . _.__.._. 4,163, 7,494 20.2 29.5
Husband present_...| 3,151] 6,113| 16.7 26.5
Other. .. __.____.___. 1,012 1,381 56.4 57.3
Children underage 6. 1,557, 2,847 12.8] 20.1
Husband present._| 1,222] 2,399 10.7 18.2
Other._.___.__.._. 335 448! 45.3 45.1
Children aged 6-17
only. ... ... 2,606 4,647 30.7 41.1
Husband present._.| 1,929, 3,714} 26.0| 37.6
Other.__._..._____ ‘6777 933 64.1] 65.8
With no children un- |

derage 18..__...... I 7.042) 9,142) 30.5| 35.8
Husband present.___| 4,394] 5,713] 28.4] 35.4
Other______________ ‘ 2,648 3,420 34.6| 36.8

1940, when 15 percent of married
women living with their husbands
were in the labor force, this propor-
tion has risen steadily until today it
is just about twice as high. The man-
power shortages that developed dur-
ing World War II drew large numbers
into many types of employment pre-
viously closed to them. Substantial
numbers of women left the labor
force after V-J day, yet the number
in the labor force has increased
steadily since 1947,

In the past 10 years, from 1948 to
1958, the number of mothers in the
labor force has gone up by 80 percent
and the proportion of all mothers
who work by almost 50 percent.

The differences in labor-force par-
ticipation of mothers who share fam-
ily responsibilities with a husband
and those who are themselves the
family head are growing less. Mothers
of children under age 6, however, are
still less than half as likely to be
working as other mothers, whatever
the mother’s age, race, place of resi-
dence, financial status, or educational
background. When they do work, they
are also less likely to have a full-time
job.

Of the working wives whose chil-
dren were not yet of school age, only

14

16 percent held full-time jobs during
the entire year 1956 (the latest year
for which we have such information),
and two-thirds were restricted either
to part-time jobs or to work for half
the year or less. About one-third of
the working wives with older children
and more than two-fifths of those
without children worked full time
during 1956.

Financial pressure appears to be a
major factor in a mother’s decision
to work. For married women, the
lower the husband’s income the more
likely the wife is to work. Thus, in
1957, wives aged 2044 with children
at home were about three times as
likely to be in the labor force when
the husband’s income in 1956 fell
below $4,000 as when it exceeded
$10,000. When women are responsible
for supporting the family, as is gen-
erally true of those widowed, di-
vorced, or living apart from their
husbands, they are much more likely
to work.

The physical and psychological ef-
fects of maternal employment on
both the mother and her family are
of interest, but there is little infor-
mation on the subject. Fragmentary
studies have shown that the mother
often fulfills her dual responsibility
only at the cost of a longer working
day for herself and that a sizable
share of her earnings may be used up
in expenses incident to employment
rather than in augmenting family
income.

With respect to the children, how-
ever, a recent nationwide survey con-
ducted by the Census for the Chil-
dren’s Bureau on arrangements made
by working mothers (during May
1958) shows that nearly 400,000 chil-
dren under age 12 have to care for
themselves while their mothers work,
and 138,000 of these children are less
than 10 years old. Among children
under 12 years of age, 1 child in 13
whose mother works must look out
for himself for varying periods. In
the age group of 10 and 11 alone, 1
child in 5 is without any care while
his mother is at work.

Though most of the children for
whom day-care arrangements were
made were cared for by fathers or

other relatives while their mothers
worked, over a million were looked
after by nonrelatives who either came
inte the children’s homes or cared for
them in their own homes. About
24,000 children under age 3 and 67,000
children aged 3-5 were in group care.

Sources
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Population estimates and projections
from the Bureau of the Census, Current
Population Reports, “Population Esti-
mates,” Series P-25, Nos. 114, 146, 187,
and 193. Data include Armed Forces over-
seas. Projections shown (Census Series
1I) imply that the 195557 fertility level
continues to 1980.
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families are from the Bureau of the Cen-
sus, Current Population Reports, “Popula-
tion Characteristics,” Series P-20, Nos. 67,
85, 86, 87, 88, 90, and 93; and from P. C.
Glick, American Families, John Wiley and
Sons, Inc.,, New York, 1957. Data relate
to civilian population. The projections for
families (Census Series B) represent an
intermediate level as to family formation,
based on Series II population projections.

Data on births, life expectancy, illegiti-
macy, and divorce rates from the National
Office of Vital Statistics, Vital Statistics,
Special Reports, *“National Summaries,”
Vol. 48, Nos. 2, 3, 6, 14, and 17; “Selected
Studies,” Vol. 83, No. 5, and mimeographed
release on illegitimate births, dated May
5, 1958; and Monthly Vital Statistics Re-
port, “Annual Summary for 1958,” Vol. 7,
No. 13.

Data on juvenile delinquency from the
Children’s Bureau.

See also William F. Pratt, “Profile of
American Families, 1940-57,” Public
Heaqlth Reports, March 1959, pp. 189-194.

Family Income and Employment

Income data for the general population
from the Bureau of the Census, Current
Population Reports, “Consumer Income,”
Series P-60, No. 30. See “Population Char-
acteristics,” Series P-20, No. 86, for
couples without own home.

Data on income-maintenance programs
from the Social Security Administration.

Data on home ownership from “Survey
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Bulletin, July 1958.

Data on working mothers from the
Bureau of the Census, Current Population
Reporte, “Labor Force,” Series P-50, Nos.
11, 78, 81, and 87, estimates developed by
the Social Security Administration, and
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Expenditures of Working Wives,” speech
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