Annotated Agenda 

MAFAC

November 12-14, 2008  ∙  New Orleans, LA

1. Agenda item Title of Discussion:
 LAPPs in the Gulf of Mexico 

2. Discussion Leader/Presenter:

· Phil Steele, NOAA Fisheries, Assistant Regional Administrator for Sustainable Fisheries 

· Robert Gill, Commercial Fisherman, Gulf of Mexico Regional Fishery Management Council member

· William Tucker, Commercial Fisherman, FL

· Alan Risenhoover, Director, NMFS Office of Sustainable Fisheries
3. Objective/Purpose:  To hear specific feedback from various perspectives on the Gulf of Mexico red snapper IFQ and the upcoming adoption of an IFQ for grouper.  MAFAC is interested in hearing both positive and negative experiences in all phases of the subject of IFQs, from scoping, planning draft rules, implementation, monitoring, and in particular changes in the fisheries as a result of the IFQ as measured by biological, economic, and social performance indicators.  Recommendations, lessons learned and potential “best practices” would be welcome subjects covered by the speakers.  
The proposed format is four speakers each presenting for 15 minutes, followed by a 60 minute period of questions and discussion by the full MAFAC, concluding with any Committee findings and recommendations to the Department and NOAA.
4. Background/Synopsis:
MAFAC has been supportive of the usage of LAPPs in appropriate fisheries, and has made recommendations to NOAA encouraging their adoption.  References to greater LAPP consideration in US fisheries has been published by MAFAC in their strategic vision document and their new administration transition briefing paper. 
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