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Each Australian taxpayer Each Australian taxpayer 
supports about 2.5 times the supports about 2.5 times the 

length of public road length of public road 
supported by his U.S. supported by his U.S. 

counterpartcounterpart



Population 4.9mPopulation 4.9m
Vehicles 3.4mVehicles 3.4m
Roads 160,000kmsRoads 160,000kms



MelbourneMelbourne



50 & 60 50 & 60 
km/h km/h 
roadsroads



40 km/h shopping 40 km/h shopping 
and school zonesand school zones
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Fatalities per 100,000 Population Fatalities per 100,000 Population 
19651965--2003, Australia & U.S.A.2003, Australia & U.S.A.



Absolute Fatalities Absolute Fatalities –– Victoria Victoria –– last 10 yearslast 10 years
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20012001--2002 Package2002 Package

- intense public educationContinuous

- tougher penaltiesDecember 2002

- progressive reduction in 
enforcement tolerance

May 2002 � Sept. 2002

- progressive increase in 
enforcement intensity 
(from 4,000 to 6,000 camera 
hours per month)

August 2001 � March 
2002

- progressive increase in 
“covertness”

Sept 2001 � Jan 2002

- reduced GUSL from 60 to 50 km/hJanuary 2001









Public ReactionPublic Reaction

• Widespread debate
• Political Issue
• Election issue 

in 2002



Public ReactionPublic Reaction
11 September 2003



Mean Speeds (Melbourne)Mean Speeds (Melbourne)

60.664.268.372.075.879.2

AfterBeforeAfterBeforeAfterBefore

607080



8585thth Percentile Speeds (Melbourne)Percentile Speeds (Melbourne)

65.369.973.778.181.585.5

AfterBeforeAfterBeforeAfterBefore

607080



Rest of VictoriaRest of Victoria
(100/110 km/h roads)(100/110 km/h roads)

113.5114.2106.5106.3110

104.4105.796.997.7100

AfterBeforeAfterBefore

85th %ile
Speed

Median 
Speed



366356Rest of 
Victoria

307435Melbourne

2003
& 2004

1999
& 2000

Road DeathsRoad Deaths



201260Vehicle 
occupants

106175Vulnerable 
road users

307435Total

2003
& 2004

1999
& 2000

Deaths in MelbourneDeaths in Melbourne



Systematic, integrated package Systematic, integrated package 
to reduce urban travel speedsto reduce urban travel speeds

• reduced limits
• reduced enforcement tolerance
• intense enforcement
• strategy targets all drivers, 

not just speeders
• supported by intense 

public education


