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“Our Flag Was Still There”

United States — East Coast
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New York City, the U.S. Navy, and the War of 1812
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supplies, manpower, and local defense; as a base for
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warships and privateers; and as a magnet for — and

drain on — enemy resources.
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the New York Navy Yard manned those
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\__IL ships. Privateers swarmed out of the

= Captain Isaac Chauncey commanded the New York Navy Yard

during the first months of the War of 1812. Efist

port of New York into the Atlantic (Naval History & Heritage Command)
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Ocean to prey on British seaborne
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commerce and sent their captured prize ships back to be sold in the city’s markets. New York -

Harbor was the homeport of a flotilla of gunboats for the city’s defense, as well as the base for

56

W s

54 55
47 REGULATED NAVIGATION AREA
,,,,, \ 28 165.165 (see note A) 48

several of the Navy’s seagoing warships. The U.S. frigate President, which was one of the Navy’s —

o original six frigates and had been built, launched, and christened in a New York shipyard, was
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¢ preeminent among the warships operating out of New York during the war. <=

Recognizing the crucial roles New York played in the U.S. economy and war effort, the Royal m

Navy blockaded the city, attempting to prevent trade as well as the sailing of American privateers

~> and ships of war. The blockade forced the U.S. frigate Unifed States, which broke out of New

\~

(/ York by way of Hell Gate, to take refuge in New London, Connecticut, and remain there for the

B

balance of the war. The blockading squadron captured President after the American frigate had
broken its rudder running onto a shoal during an escape attempt. The Royal Navy’s blockade

was not always successful, however. In early 1815, for instance, the sloops of war Hornet and

Just as the war was drawing to a close in 1815, New Yorkers witnessed
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the launching of the U.S. Navy’s first steam-powered warship, the
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