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From:

To:

Subj:

Ref:

Encl:

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

Office of the Secretary

Washingtonr D.C. 20350

Secretary of the Navy

All Ships and Stations

Code of Conduct for Members of the Armed

Forces of the United States

(a)

(b)

(1)

1. Purpose.

DODINST 1300.7 of 8 Jul 1964, Train-

ing and Education Measures Necessary

to SupPort the Code of Conduct

(NOTAL)

NAVREGS Art 1122

Executive Order 10631, 17 Aug 1955,

“Code of Conduct for Members of the

Armed Forces of the United States,”

as amended by Executive Order 12017,

3 November 1977

Tcr disseminate enclosure ( 1) for the
guidance of all Navy and Marine Corps military per-
sonnel.

2, Cancellation.

No, 4, 18 March

3. Action

SECNAVINST 1000.9

OP-09B L

4 October 1979

Navy Department General Order
1957.

a. The Ch!ef ofNaval Operations and the Corn-
mandant {>i’the Marine Corps will provide for instruc-
tion in the Code o!(’onduct in conformance with the
current edition of reference (a).

b. Oi’tjcers in command of activities or units hav-
ing Navy or hlarine Corps members assigned shall
comply with the provisions of reference (b) regarding
the instruction of military personnel in the Code of
(’onduct for Members of the Armed Forces of the
(Jriitecl Sttites, and the conspicuous posting of the

(ode of Corrduct in places readily accessible to such
personnel.

R. JAMES WOOLSEY
Acting Secretary of the Navy

Distribution:

SNDL Parts 1 and 2

MARCORPS Codes H and i

Chief of Naval Operations

op-09El15c

Wash., DC 20350 (200 copies)

Stocked:

CO, NAVPUBFORMCEN

5801 Tabor Ave.

Phila., pA 19120 (500 copies)



SECNAVINST 1000.9

4 October 1979

ARMED FoIKES-COD12 or CO~DLICT

No. 10631

AuEust20, 1955, 20 F.R.6057

CODE OF CONDUCT FOR Mf2Xl DCRS OF THE AIIXIED rOIICES OF
THE UNITED STATES

By virtue of the authority vested in me as Prcs!dcnt of tho Un!lcd
Slates, and as Commander In Chief of the armed forces of II]C Unltccl
Slat CS, I tscrcby prescribe the Code O( Conduct for Alc IntJcrs of tlIo Armcc!
Forces of the Uniled States which 19 attached to lhls order aud hcrcb~
made a p2rt tllcreot.

Every mcrnbcr of the armed forces of the Unl(cd Sln!r=s !s cxpcctcd to
mcosure UP to lhc slancjards em boJicd !n tl]ls Code of Conduct wbl]o ho
1s In comba~ or in cop~l,ity. To ensure ~cl]ic~cmcnt of Ihcso st~ndar,ls,
each member of the armed forces liable to capture SIIJII bc provld,. d vlth
EDcc!fi C tralnlng ond Instruction designed to br[lcr -qu!p hill) [o col}n(cr
and wf[hs[snd all C!)VUSY cflor(s a~ninst him. and sll~ll IJc fully Ins(ruc[cd
as to the bcha}, ior aod obli~~tious e>pected of him during combnt or
Captlvtty.

The Sccre(ary of Dercnse (and the Sccrc!~~ of tl]c Treasury wI(1] rm
s~cct (o the Coost Guard c\ccp L when It IS scrvlng as p,qrl of IIIc ,Yavy)
shall take such action as, !s dcc~~cd nuccssary to Implcll]cnt tills order and
to disseminate ~rrd ns~ke the sajd Code knows to Jll u]cmbcrs of lhc armed
forces of the Un!led States.

Dw!cur D. E!\ILY]io\vzsr
TIIE ~HcT~ ~OUS.~

Augu8f 17, )9.i5.

CODE OF COh’DUCT FOR NE>l IIKRS 0}’ TIIZ US ITLD STATES
AI{ NED FOIICES

I

I am an American ftghllng man. I serve In (1IC furccs wl,lch gunrd my
country and our woy of llfe. I am prepared to ~l~e my IIro in tl, c!r de-
fense.

11

1 will nerer nurrcnder of my own free ITill. 1( in col:lln.ar)d I wII1 ncvor

surrender my men while they still hove the means 10 rcsls L

111

If I am captured I wI]] continue to resist by all ruc.lns a~nllahlo. I -111
make every effort to escape and ald others to r’sclpe. I ~lfl ncccpf rrcf[ticr

parole nors~eclal fs~ors from the .CUCMY.

Iv

If I become a prison crof w~r, I wII1 keep ra!th nl(h my fcl~n~~ prl~nncrx
] will give no lnformatlocr or bke part Sn any Sc[loll )~hfcll :lllKlbt 1,,, h~rln-
ful to my comrades. If I am sealer, I mill tnkc col,ll,,nnd. Ir lll)t. f WIII

obey (he l~wful orders of those appoin[cd o!cr UIC ~Ild 1$111 ~7Ck ~lICUI
up In every way.

v
\\’IICII qucs~io)lrd, slIould I IKIOIIIC a J)]i>ol)cr of lr~r, I aIII ]c’yuilcd to Sivc

nalnc, rank, scl~icc number anll d~tc of bir(ll. I I\ill cv~dc ar]sttc[-in~ fl)ltl)cr qucstionf

to the u[l]lost of n)y ability. Iwill IIIOLC no 01.I! or I$littcn sta[cn)cntf Jido!al (o nl}

courrfry and its al)ics y lIarmf II} to tl)cir CQUSC. . 1

W

I mill never forget that I ~m an Amcrlcln fIglltln K m~n. r~.”rnn.11,1~for
my nctlons. and dcdlc~tcd to the prIncljl!cs n-llfch lI!:I[!r n]) CuulJ[r7 frcw.
I ~.111 trust in my Cod and In tl, e Unltcd Stotcs of Au~crlcL

1097

lAmended by Executive Order 12017, h~ovcmber 3,

Enc”

1977

osure 1)


