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8 i . e HARRIMAN — Local offi-
clals may have gained some
- I ot Tate steam in thelr efforts to im-
. * _ prove certain ‘- railroad
8 n e . crossings in the county,
W : 3 Meeting last week in Harri-

Y=/

-spective citles.

. fCencemns for Harriman
center ‘around the two
crossings on Highway 27
- which lead to Kingston Fossil
- Plant, while Rockwood is
' Jooking for ways to make the-
Rockwood Street crossing

safer.
the raeeting, started off with
discussion of Harriman's
problem.
“Railroad crossings some-
" thme create situations. that
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Continued from Poge 1

Crossings

can be life-threatening and
cause delays for emergency
vehicies. First, let's look at
the short term.”

Dawvts then requested input
from Harrimman Mayor Harold
Wester about the South Har-
riman crossing.

“Our concern is crossings
are too rough and their
blocking ambulances,” satd
Wester. “They worked on
themn last year, trying to
smooth it out.

“I was ashamed to say what
I thought of the work. It was
as rough afterward as it was
" before.® :

Ferguson said a discus-
sion four years ago focused
on the possibility of using
rubberized track crossings,
which traditionally are
smoother. He asked if that is
still an option

“There would be some cost
involved in doing that,” said
Jack Waters of Norfolk
Southern’s Transportation

t.

“Normally, those request-
ing it have to pay for the
materfals and the railroad
will install it. But, reaity the
labor and installation are a
big part of the cost.”

Esttmates four years ago
were that materials {or the
crossing  would cost
$415,000.

Ferguson then asked for
updated cost estimates and
suggested he and Davis work
with the state to see what
funding is available.

Diseussion then turmned to-

ward traflic delays at the
crossings for emergency ve-
hicles. Davis asked if the
there are any plans to close
the tracks.
Lynn Petty of TVA said a
new railway is being built
from north of Harriman to
Kingston Fossil Plant and
should be completed by
1999. He said there is a
possibility TVA would no
longer need the South Har-
riman tracks. which are
owned by Norfoltk Southern,
for transportation.

Norfolk Southern officials
sald the tracks were only
used by TVA, and agreed the
crossing may possibly be
climinated once TVA's new
rall Is Anished.

Attention then returned to
addressing the short term
delay of emergency vehicles.

“This wasn't a problem
until two years [agol.” said
Roane Medical Center Ad-
ministrator Jim Gann. "We
had two hospitals in the

county. Now, it's a different
story.

“This has come up In our
Emergency Room staff meet-
ing several times — patients
are being delayed. As you
know, with heart attacks and
things Hke that. minutes
mean lives.

“We're seeing 2,000 pa-
tients a month in our emer-
gency room, many coming
from that direction. We need

to be able to get those people

\.to the ER.®

Petty suggested an ex-
change of phone numbers so

that trains can be halted
from blocking traffic at the
crossing.

“We don't care to halt the
trains if we know an emer-
gency vehicle {s going to be
coming through.” said Petty.
"Also, maybe we could get
the newspaper to publish
some alternative routes.”

‘I feel -comfortable with
what I'm hearing.” said
Davis. *I think we can work
this out.”

ROCKWOOD

Following the Harriman
discussion, Rockwood resi-
dent Jane Wiseman and
Council member Bert Pem-
berton then met with offictals
to discuss options for the
Rockwood Street

“The {dea of an overpass
has been kicked around for
20 years,” sald Pemberton.
*But, nothing ever scems to
come of it.

" "Because of some acct-
dents, the overpass has re-
cetved more serfous attention
aver the last two years. The
state Department of Trans-
portation {(DOT) did a study
for two averpase sites, and
the best site is north of town.
it will cost an estimated
$980,000.

“We were hoping we could
get some federal money,
some from the ratiroad and
some from the city to build it.
If we could, we could prob-
ably close a couple of
crossings in towm.”

After an Inquiry - about
funding from Davis, Norfolk
Southern Government Affairs
Representative Susan Bick-
ford explained the state re-
ceived $3 million this year
for tmprovements to cross-

5.

“But, that money is dis-
tributed by priority,” she
said. “The state prioritizes
which crossings need to be
addressed first. The infor-
mation about problem
crossings in the state is up-

dated each year.

“However. the problem is
they are. still working with
1995 figures. The newest
information will not be avail-
able until around October.
Because of the rash of acci-
dents, it might move Rock-
wood up. It's hard to say.”

Wiseman and Pemberton
alsc asked about getting
crossing guards at the Rock-
wood Street crossing, which
would reportedly cost be-
tween $130.000 and
$145,000.

Wiseman asked if the rail-
road eculd possibly = use
gates from another crossing
where service has been dis-
continued.

“There's too much liability
in that,” explained Waters.
“Each crossing gate is engi-
neered for the particular
crossing where it will be in-
stalled. We could use some
of the lights and the-poles,
but that's about it.

“There are a lot of factors,
including how many cross-
ings are near, the speed of
the trains and other things
that have to be considered
when engineering something
like this. If we're using sec-
ond-hand equipment and it
fatls, it would really create a
Hability problem.”

Waters said it would help
if motorists would act more
responsible.

“You are suppoased to treat
railroad crossings like stop
signs,” he said. "You're sup-
posed to stop whether a
train's coming or not.

“Maybe, with more educa-
tion and enforcement in the
area, we could help with the
problem.”

Ferguson agreed, suggest-
ing more educational aware-
ness through groups like
Operation Lifesaver.

Davis said he and Fergu-
son will work with state to
gee if any funding can be
obtained for installing
crossing arms on Rockwood
Street.

Officials will have to wait
for the latest information is
released to determine where
the citvy will be prioritized for
federal {unding. which could
be used for the arms or
overpass.

“l really appreciate every-
one meeting here today.®
concluded Davis. "I think
we've made some progress.
The main thing is we need to
work together to make these
areas as safe as possible.”
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If you like the East Tennessee
Flyer and want to continue
receiving it, but you're not an
ETSF member, please request
it by mail. Check it aut on
age two,

East Tennessee Flye

Quarterly Newsletter of
East Tennessee Sport Flyers

Directors: Secretary/Treasurer:
Paul Reinhardt Jerel Zarestky Dwight Pearch

Dok ik oenral emome Weather Forecast Dampens
“Big Bird” Fun-Fly

CNN, throughout the week, had predicted seemingly every-
ept snow for the April 5th Fun-Fly. It was overcast,
winds gusting to maybe 30 miles per hour on occasion,
ins held off, as did most of the out-of-town flyers.

_On@&efght pilots regxstered

Sponsor Spotllght
TVA On-board as Sponsor

The next time you’re at the field, take note of the crossties
defining the parking places, and Tennessee Valley Authority -
hroudly added to the sponsors’ billboard.

As you may know, TVA is negotiating buying land from
the City of Harriman; land that the Harriman RC Park occupies.
Their intention is to build a rail spur through the park, across the
Emory River, and into the Kingston Steam Plant. They.project
savings of millions of dollars each year in rail switching fees by
building this spur. Construction, I believe, is scheduled to begm
next spring.

Anyway, as it turns out, the engineers and others at TVA
approve of activities such as what ETSF is involved-in, and - -
want to support us in ways that they can. The donation of the -
crossties was one way. Another might be that they won’t ruin'us
off when they buy the property.

If TVA doesn’t buy the Harriman RC Park, someone else
almost certainly will, and it’s not very likely that they will want
to leave us 30 or so acres on a hilltop for flying RC planes. James Barr’s Lazer 200 pierces an overcast sky at the

Welcome aboard TVA, we love you! Harriman RC Park.

T AR rgy ~y Although the weather was a little more like the Brave Heart
l ]‘4(/ ll l ll’s fun-fly thar% we would have liked, everyone still had a great
time. There was a few mishaps, but nothing very serious.
Problem: The local cable network (channel 7) was there, and put
You’ve just stuck your airplane into the ground, full throttle, together about a 15 minute segment about the airshow and RC
nose first. What a mess, but don’t despair, it probably looks a flying in general. Thaven’t seen it yet, but will try to geta copy.
lot worse than it is (right). The front half of the fuse is scattered The Roane County News was there as well, and put a nice little
fifteen feet in every direction, the engine and firewall are piece in the paper about it. I keep all that stuff in the club
janging by the throttle cable out of what’s left of the fuselage, scrapbook.
nd the wing is.....over there. Well, we’ll do it again next year, if not sooner. Right now,
(continued on page 3, Tech Tips) we need to be preparing for the Melvin Ellis Fun-for-All.
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First Big Bird Fun-Fly Pulls In Some
Pretty Birds

Will Gene Waters EVER learn to build a decent airplane?
Gene’s scratch built Ducano.......immaculate!

Bob Freels’ 182 did things in the air that Cessnas just won’t do. |
On the ground, it flipped. OK, it was a LITTLE windy.

Bugs looks to the East, and appears ready for a test ‘hop’, but
airshow coordinator Lynn Lawson thought not.

ETSF meetings have been rescheduled for the 2nd
Sunday of each month at 1:30 pm at the Harriman
RC Park. We'll have a fun-fly after each meeting.
Bring an airplane, attend a meeting, and find out first
hand just how BORING our meetings are! Take a
nap as we approve payment of the port-a-potty! Nod
off while we talk about the grass! Then, FLY!

Jim Henry’s Phaeton 90 gets a charge between flights.

o

Your ‘97 ETSF membership
card is enclosed.

East Tennessee Sport Flyers
204 Trenton St.
Harriman, Tn 37748
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(Tech Tips, continued from page 1)
Solution:

Area Events

Don’t panic, you've already done that. Instead, turn the
Qz;ceiver off and remove the battery pack. Locate the fuel tank

d empty it. Get a Glad Hangar (available at all grocery and
cpartment stores) and put ALL the pieces in it. Be sure o get 5 AI RQH OWI -
everything, even very small pieces of balsa and plywood. )
Take everything home and put it in your work area. Leave
it un-touched for 15 days. This will allow time for you to gain May 17th
objectivity. Fun-fly/demonstration, Wartburg Outdoor Show;, at Wartburg
After the waiting period, sort all the pieces into groups: High School, Terry Webb 882-7528

engine and fuel system, battery and radio parts, fuselage pieces, May 24th .
wing, and landing gear. Fun-fly/hands-on for newcomers, Melvin Ellis Memorial Fun-

Now, go to Wally World and check the price on those big for-All, instructors wanted, at Harriman RC Park, Terry Webb
3.D puzzles. See, you got almost the same thing just by 882-7528

coincidence! May 31st _ .
The point is, since the plane is already splattered, and if Annual KCRC Pattern Contest, at KCRC Field, Dennis Hunt

you’re not inclined to buy a new one, it’s a good time to test June 7th

your engineering and design skills. Why not enjoy it? Fun-fly/swap meet, at Harriman RC Park, ETSF sponsored,
Subsequent TECH TIPS will address ways by which you Terry Webb 882-7528 ‘
can reconstruct a crashed plane. Contributions are welcome. July 4th
Airshojw/Fun-Fly, at Deerlodge Independence Day Celebration,
Jerry Jones

| July 20th
. Climb and Glide Contest, at Rockwood Airport, George Shack-

4 1ett 525-1369

Results of ‘97 ETSF Survey*f" Schedules Wanted

7 ETSF survey has provided the following facts

\ Flying Season Is Upon Us !!

e

ﬁout the membership: - To area glubs and organizations: ’I‘he East Tennessee Flyer
wants your airshow schedules to publish in this newsletter. We

feel that we better serve the model aviation community by

Experienced RC flyers 66% . ; ; ) .
Want RC ground school and flight training 19% informing as many people as possible of upcoming events.
Do not own a plane 4% Sengl your schedules or newsletters to: ETSF, 204 Trenton
In favor of more events 66% St., Harriman, Tn 37748
In favor of special interest groups 1%
1. Quarter Scale Meets 26% . : . . .
) ale Meets 2 [Melvin Ellis Memorial Stands
3. Fun-Fly 26% . y .
4. Helicopters 20% TO Be Blg Ol GOOd Tlme
5. Pylon Racing 20% B— RSV o
6. Electric Planes 6% R — A
7. Gliders 6% There are few things more fun than introducing someone to
8. Pattern 6% RC model aviation, but that’s what we’ll getto do at the Melvin
Want to help at airshows &events 1% Ellis Fun-for-All Club members are encouraged to bring
Want to participate in airshows & events 66% someone who’s never flown before so they can give it a try.
In favor of ETSF sponsored swap meet 85% We should have lots of instructors, lots of planes, plenty of
In favor of annual charity airshow 76% flying, and lots of food. The fun starts at 10 am and goes till no
Willing to teach beginner pilots 33% one wants to fly.
willing to help develop flying field 76% On the same date, May 24th, an unrelated event is taking
place in downtown Harriman that you may be interested to
know about.

_Larry Raspberry, along with Gary Lewis and The Playboys,
and Bad Finger will be hosting the “Summer of Dreams ‘97"

Treasury Report

The ETSF Trcasrer eports tat ETSF has funds totaling rock and roll concert. The show starts at 7 pm. Tickets are $3
1,336.47 in two accounts, as of April 15th, 1997 in advance, $7 at the gate. The show will be held on Walden
_$649.12 in the Union Planters account Street, behind the Temperance building. Bring a chair.

5. $687.35 in the HRCP account, City of Harriman
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