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From: Commanding Officer, USCG Nationd Maritime Center
To:  Didribution

Subj:  QUALIFICATION FOR ISSUANCE OF TYPE RATING ENDORSEMENTS
AUTHORIZING SERVICE ON HIGH-SPEED CRAFT

Ref:  (a) International Code of Safety for High- Speed Craft (HSC Code)
(b) Navigation and Vessel Ingpection Circular (NVIC) 6-99, Plan Review, Inspection,
and Certification Guidance for Vessdls Built to the International Code of Safety
for High Speed Craft and Additiona Information Regarding Non-Code High-

Speed Vessdls

1. Thispolicy letter provides guidance for the qudification of marinersto serve on high-speed craft
and issuance of license endorsements for mariners serving onboard high-speed craft as defined under
the HSC Code. It does not apply to non-Code high-speed vessals. Thesevessels' operations are
currently being reviewed and may be addressed in future rulemaking or policy.

2. High-Speed Craft (HSC) are vessels designed, constructed, outfitted, and operated according to
references (a) and (b). They are capable of operating at high rates of speed necessitating higher levels
of vigilance and training for crewmembers. Vessdls built to the HSC Code are required to fully
comply with al the requirements of the code.

3. The code requires that the master and dl officers having an operationd role be typerated. Type
rating is a periodic process that involves physca examination, operationd/dmulator training, and
practical demondirations leading to an assessment of competence commensurate with the operationd
tasks required for a particular model/type of craft and specific route.

4. Maders, mates, and engineers seeking a Type Rating Certificate (TRC) must hold avaid U. S,
Coast Guard license authorizing service in the appropriate grade, tonnage/horsepower, and route of the
vessd for which typerating isrequired. U. S, Coast Guard Regiona Examination Centers (REC) will
certify amariner’ stype rating by issuance of a TRC. Other members of the crew are required to
receive training in accordance with section 18.3 of reference (a), but are not required to hold TRCs.

5. Qudification for a TRC requires successful completion of a Coast Guard approved training
program. Guidance for the development of training programs leading to the certification of mariners
onboard high-speed craft is provided in enclosure (1).
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6. Thephysica condition of an gpplicant for type rating must be carefully evauated by the REC at
the time of gpplication for the license endorsement. Mariners operating these craft must be capable of
dedling with the more rigorous demands of high-peed operations such as: high rates of closing speed,
reduced reaction times, and greater reliance on hand-eye coordination. A request for further
evauation of medica conditions or for waivers should include a statement that the mariner is gpplying
for type rating on HSC.

7. A mainer seeking a TRC must submit the following documentation to the REC:

a. Vdidlicense and, if gppropriate, an STCW form for vessals of commensurate grade, tonnage,
route, and when appropriate, horsepower;

b. Evidence of successful completion of an gpproved, type rating training program as outlined in
enclosure (1); and

c. Report of aphysica examination completed not more than 12 months prior to issuance of the
endorsement.

8. Marinerswho qudify for a TRC will be issued aform CG-899, Endorsement To License. The CG-
899 will serve asthe United States equivaent of the TRC and will be issued with atwo-year

expiration date. A separate TRC will be issued for each type and model craft. The route will be
specified commensurate with the authorized route of the vessel and qudifying experience. Sample
endorsements are provided, see enclosures (3) & (4), aswedll as asample Merchant Mariner License
and Documentation System (MMLD) license data entry screen print, enclosure (5).

9. Additiond routes may be added to an existing TRC following completion of at least 12 round trips
over the route to be endorsed on the type craft to be operated under the supervision of atype-rated
magter. Six of the trips must be made during the hours of darkness or a*daylight only” restriction will
beimposed. The expiration date of the TRC will not be changed due to the addition of an additiond
route.

10. The HSC Code specifies that TRCs will be issued with a 2-year expiration/revalidation period.
Mariners mugt qualify for renewa/revaidation of a TRC by submitting:

a. A report of physica examination that meets the published standards completed not more than
12 months prior to the date of renewa/revdidation; and

b. Evidence of at least 6 months service in the appropriate position on the type craft(s) to which
the type rating certificate applies during the preceding two years, including at least 12 round trips
over each route, together with evidence of a completed revaidation assessment; or

c. Evidence of completion of an gpproved revaidation training program; or
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d. If unable to meet the requirements of paragraphs (b) or (c) above must complete the initid
qualification requirements.

11. Mariners who previoudy qudified under loca Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection (OCMI)
approved programs are digible for this endorsement restricted to the type and mode craft and the
route(s) for which currently quaified without further training and/or assessment. Mariners who began
training within local OCMI gpproved training prior to the issue date of this letter may beissued aTRC
following successful completion of that program if completed prior to September 30, 2001. These
same mariners may utilize existing company training programs for the first revaidation of existing
TRCsfollowing the publication date of this | etter.

12. User fees are gpplicable for both evaluation and issuance of an HSC endorsement. Revaidation of
TRCs shdl be assessed as a License Endorsement and applicable evaduation and issuance fees charged.
If revaidation occurs in conjunction with alicense renewad or upgrade, only the fees rdive to the
license will be assessed. Upon renewd of alicense, anew TRC must be issued corresponding to the
new license.

13. The International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification, and Watchkeeping for
Sedfarers, 1978, as amended (STCW) has not imposed standards for the operation of high-speed craft.
Therefore, STCW forms will not reflect type ratings.

M. S. BOOTHE

End: (1) Guidance For Edtablishment of High- Speed Craft Course Approval
(2) Contents of training programs
(3) Sample Type Rating Certificate
(4) Sample Type Rating Certificate
(5) Sample MMLD license data entry screen print

Dig:  All Digrict Commanders (m)
Commandant (G-M SO)
All COsMSOs
All Activity Commanders
All RECs



GUIDANCE FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF HIGH-SPEED CRAFT COURSE APPROVAL

This enclosure provides guidance for the development of training programs leading to the issuance of
TRCsto mariners onboard high-speed craft.

Ref:

(& NVIC 5-95, Guiddinesfor Organizations Offering Coast Guard Approved Courses
(b) NVIC 6-97, Policy on Qudified Instructors and Designated Examiners Who
Train or Assess the Competence of Merchant Mariners
(c) COMDINST 16000.8B, Marine Safety Manua (MSM), Val. I11, Chapter 7
(d) Title 46, Code of Federa Regulations Subchapter B, Subpart C
(e) Nationd Maritime Center (NMC) Policy Letter 7-98, Submission of Applications for
Course Approva

Training providers seeking approva of aprogram to qudify gpplicants for a high-speed craft type
rating must comply with the requirements of references (a) through (€). Requests for gpprova of
high-speed craft, type rating, training programs shal be submitted to the Nationd Maritime Center
and must include the curricula, quaified ingtructors, competencies, and performance measures and
standards.

To qudify for goprovd, atype rating training program must include:

a) an appropriate period of operationa underway training and classroom ingtruction followed by
assessment of knowledge and <Kills;

b) performance of appropriate number of round trips over the route gpplied for;

c) ingruction in the knowledge and practica skillslisted in enclosure (2); and

d) practicd assessment a the conclusion of the training.

The period of training is dependent upon the complexity of the craft and the nature of the route.
Each will be evaluated on a case-by-case bass. Up to one third of the underway instruction may
be performed on smulators. The performance-based training and assessment shal be performed
onboard the specific type of craft. At least 24 hours of classroom ingtruction and 96 hours of
practica onboard ingtruction/training, including 40 hours while underway, should be provided.

Training programs submitted for approva shdl include al skill proficiencies to be evaluated and
related assessment criteria. Assessment criteriamust include: the performance condition under
which the assessment will be conducted, the performance behavior the candidate must demondtrate,
and the performance standard that is the step by step procedure the candidate must follow.

Training programs should include ingtruction and assessment for revaidation of type rating
certificates. Revdidation programs should include learning objectives covering modifications to
the craft and/or systems, equipment, route, or company operations and underway assessment
onboard the type craft for which the revaidation is required.

Instructors designated to teach and monitor operational aspects of HSC shdl be experienced in the
operation of the specific craft type, meet the requirements of aqualified instructor as prescribed in
reference (b), and hold a TRC for the type craft. Ingtructors involved with underway route training
and familiarization must hold a TRC for the craft and waters upon which the craft is operated.



7. When performing the find assessment of marinersin the type-rating program, training providers
are encouraged to utilize assessors who are not involved in the underway training.

8. Dedgnated examiners (DE) may be used to conduct assessments. Applicants for gpproval must
meet the requirements as defined in reference (b), be experienced in the operation of the specific
craft type, and hold a TRC for the type craft on which the assessment will be performed.

9. VessH operators establishing a new route or introducing anew vessel may not be able to drictly
comply with the above requirements. The U. S. Coast Guard' s Nationd Maritime Center will
condder dternatives that provide an equivadent leve of training for initid qudification of mariners
required for initiating the new operation.

Enclosure (1)



Thetraining program must include performance measures to be used:

HSC Code Master &
Citation Type Rating Training Officers
(18.3.3) SUbj ect Training Am%% Avs\:gsstt;gnw

A knowledge of al on-board propulsion and control
systems, including communication and navigationd X X X
equipment, steering, eectricd, hydraulic and
pneumatic systems and bilge and fire pumping

2 the failure mode of the control, Steering and
propulsion systems and proper response to such X X X
falures

3 handling characteridtics of the craft and the limiting X X X
operaiond conditions

4 bridge communication and navigation procedures X X X

5 intact and damage stability and survivability of the X X
craft in a damaged condition

.6 location and use of the craft's lifesaving gppliances, X X
including surviva craft eguipment

v location and use of escapes and the evacuation of X X
passengers

8 location and use of fire protection and fire- X X
extinguishing gppliances and systems

9 location and use of damage control appliances and
systems, including operation of watertight doors X X
and bilge pumps

A0 cargo and vehicle stowage securement systems X X
(when fitted)

A1 methods for control of and communication with X X
passengersin an emergency

A2 location and use of dl other itemslited in the X X
training manud (18.2.3)

18.6.1 Control and evacuation of crewmembers (passenger X X

craft)
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Arans Type *: I:—‘:NE:C-ESEMEWT

Suspension Ciade: I OV
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Issne Staie *: f'.'. LV

Issue Drate: 23-MAR-Z001

Expiration Date: {23 -MAR-2002 |

Type Code *; lﬂ_ LOV
*a N

Grade *; F{-‘QV

Type Description: DECK OFFICER
Grade Deseription: MASTER
Fropulsion: EZ_ LoV

NOT APPFLICABLE
Yessel: FT" LOV

OF HIGH SPEED CRAFT
Tonnape: 1.2*“ LOV

NOT APFLICABLE
Horsepower: IZT 1OV

NOT APPLICAELE
Water: F LOV

UPON NEAR COASTAL WATERS.

Special: FC— LOV
THIS ENDORSEMENT EXPIRES QN
Entered by *: MWASHBUR

Date Jirmered *: 16-MAR-Z001 03:16:33
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