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Have you ever wondered:

“Ts our local lake clean and healthy?”

“Have the streams in my neighborhood
ever been tested for pollution?”

" If my dog drinks from this pond,
can that be harmful to him?"

“Is there any risk to my Kids if they
play in the creek?”

“How can water pollution damage
human health or harm the economy?”

“Is anyone doing anything to
fix water pollution problems?”

... in fact, the information to answer
questions like these has been publicly
available for many years due to the
Clean Water Act:

* States test their waters for pollution
¢ EPA compiles the results nationally
¢ Clean-up plans are developed and funded

But,

complex scientific data bases
are difficult for most people to
use — and their questions can
go unanswered.




How’s My Waterway

(www.epa.gov/mywaterway)

Qs Office of Water desigg

How’s My Waterway to help
the public get their answers:

® an easy to use web tool

* focus on local waters

* instant results

* map or list format

* plain-English descriptions

* uses, but clarifies, the same
scientific data States report to EPA.

\ see how it warks.../




SMART PHONES OR
TABLETS start here:

Tap this symbol.

In a few seconds a
list of the lakes,
rivers and streams
within about 5 miles
will appear along
with basic
information on their
condition.

COMPUTERS, SMART
PHONES, TABLETS
start here:

Click on this symbol
to start a search
for the condition
of local waterways
anywhere in the
uU.s.




SEARCH PAGE:

Enter any zip code or place name
and state to get information about
the condition of waterways within a

five mile radius of its center.

FPA Homa | Privacu | Cantact

SEARCH RESULTS:
<:: Waters within your search
area, including

I—— —
T t reporting dates,
condition, and
when tested

CLICK FOR MAP VIEW OF
SAME SEARCH AREA...
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MAP OF SEARCH RESULTS

Waters color-coded by condition

POLLUTED
UNPOLLUTED
UNASSESSED

WATERWAY-SPECIFIC DETAILS

STATUS: when last assessed,
condition reported

I

<: POLLUTION: types of pollutants
reported at problem levels
(with plain-English descriptions)

PROGRESS: clean-up plans and
<: projects done by States and EPA

\ * Links to the technical reports

are available for advanced users




Summary. Disease-causing bacteria and olher microbes (viruses and prolozoa) are called pathogens, and they usually come Trom human or anmimal waste,
They are the most commaonly reported cause of water pollution nationwide, with over 10,300 waters identified. These microbes enter US waterways from
both man-made and natural sources, and can affect human and animal health as well as several beneficial uses. They reach the water directly inurban and

suburban areas from wastewater treatment plants, sewer overflows, failinssamss watile and

pulp and paper factonies; fish and shelifish processing facilities; sews ral

sources include livestock manure from bamyards, pastures, rangel PLAIN— ENGLISH WATER
application, poorly maintained manure storage, and wildlife source

and Lhus the health nisks they represent, can change rapidly due Lo POLLUTANT DESCRIPTIONS
life-threatening illnesses are caused mainly by swallowing patheg( : .

contact with the water or eating contaminated hish or shellfish. Liv for non teChnlca| users.
waterways can cause significant economic losses due to beach clos

raw drinking water sources, they can be treated but require advan)

What it is

Where it usually comes from
Human health and economic effects
How it harms the environment
What people can do to help

‘What the Pollutants Mean

20 PAGE DOCUMENT
CONTAINS ALL 34
CATEGORY DESCRIPTIONS




TECHNICAL REPORTS
buttons lead you into the
technical databases online

for much greater detail

(e.g., the TMDL document)

Beach Closings
NARS National Water Monitoring
Fish Advisories

Mational Fish Habitat Partnership

ﬁ

Drinking Water
Healthy Waters and Watersheds
Polluted Runoff Control Projects

What You Can Do

ﬁ

RELATED LINKS TO OTHER POPULAR WATER TOPICS

- Beach closure information

- Drinking water quality information
- Fish habitat improvement projects

- Fish consumption advisories

- How to contact water pollution programs




Drinking Water

Beach Closings
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Fish Advisories

Pollutant Discharges With Permits.
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What You Can Do

How's My Waterway went public on

October 18, 2012

40" Anniversary of the Clean Water Act

One month later, a Google Search
on "How's My Waterway” returns
over 1 million results
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HELLO

Tully, Vice President &
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People Love Beaches
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HOW IT STARTED
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The Need
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Swim Guide

PUBLIC RESPONSE

of Swim Guide Users
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USER DATA

ion reports submitted by beach-goers
S eyes and ears

ics help us identify be

App as a Tool

es more collaboration to
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h issues
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Our Goals

rm protection ™ Show people wh
im so they can reduce their exp

What's Next?
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Questions

The Riverview Project

Jared R Criscuolo, Co-founder & Executive
Director
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History and Project Scope

Partners
Investors, In Kind Promotional
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Partners
Federal Agencies Non-Profits

< USGS

science for a changing world

The Riverview Project Mobile App
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Gathering Images of Rivers

Choose Your Picture Source
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Choose a Photo

Choose a Picture to Upload
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Upload Location and Comments

. Sprint < 10:19 AM 37% @k

Confirmation of Your “Riverview”
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Where to See your Map

Download the App and Paddile!

Jared@belowthesurface.org
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https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/riverview-project/id569045827
http://preview.tinyurl.com/c2amwtz
mailto:jared@belowthesurface.org

Questions?

Speaker Contact Information

Douglas J. Norton

norton.douglas@epa.gov

Environmental Scientist, Watershed Branch, U.S. EPA’s Office of
Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds

Krystyn Tully
krystyn@waterkeeper.ca
Vice President, Lake Ontario Waterkeeper

obinson Criscuolo
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Next Watershed
Academy Webcast

Participation Certificate

|d like to obtain participation
ink below into your w
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http://water.epa.gov/learn/training/wacademy/upload/2012-11-28-certificate.pdf
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