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We�really�appreciate�your�taking�the�time�to�listen�to�our�concerns.��Hopefully�
after�the�meeting�at�Enos�you�can�more�fully�appreciate�how�much�we�are�all�
affected.�

As�I�stated�earlier,�we�now�do�not�go�to�the�lake�as�often�due�to�the�difficulty�of�
transporting�our�kids,�grandmother,�and�all�lake�supplies�through�the�woods�in�
order�to�spend�a�day�at�the�lake.���It�is�easier�for�me�to�stay�in�OKC�and�go�to�a�
nearby�lake�where�I�can�park�and�only�walk�a�few�feet�to�a�beach�area.�

From�what�I�can�understand,�you�are�now�restricting�the�use�of�golf�carts�and�
ATV’s�because�of�the�misuse�of�said�vehicles�and�the�destruction�they�are�causing�
to�the�corp�land.���I�have�spent�a�lot�of�time�at�Lake�Texoma�and�I�see�very�few�
people�that�are�driving�fast,�and�or�causing�destruction�to�the�corp�land.��If�I�am�
on�the�beach�I�try�to�stop�said�individuals�basically�to�protect�my�family.�

I�do�agree�that�the�few�people�who�are�abusing�the�corp�land�need�to�be�stopped�
and�be�penalized.��However,�should�all�of�us�be�penalized�because�of�those�few?��
Could�you�come�up�with�a�way�to�stop�the�abusers,�but�still�allow�those�people�
who�care�about�the�land�and�lake�to�continue�to�have�easy�access�via�their�golf�
carts�or�ATV’s.�

�

Thank�you�very�much�

�
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From�the�Enos�meeting,�talk�was�made�about�establishing�designated�areas�for�
golf�cart,�ATV�access�on�corp�land,�as�well�as�increasing�authorized�areas.�

�

Col.�Teague�indicated�to�Sen.�Josh�Beechen�that�they�could�increase�authorized�
areas�especially�for�homeowners�whose�land�adjoins�corp�who�use�the�land�for�
family�oriented�beach�access�who�are�not�tearing�up�the�land.!��Had�been�
enjoying�for�20�years�until�this�mess.�

�

These�areas�behind�homeowners�land�need�to�be�for�all�property�owners,�not�just�
disabled,�golden�aged,�or�volunteers.��They�pay�more�for�the�land�adjoining�corp,�
pay�property�taxes,�etc.�

�

Why�are�the�“little�red�wagon�people”(term�used�at�the�meeting�indicating�family�
people),�the�lady�who�has�lived�across�from�corp�for�30�yrs,��who�has�now�been�
told�to�drive�a�mile�to�get�to�beach,�possibly�going�to�be�denied�access�because�of�
some�people�

I�realize�that�these�are�changes�that�you�can�leagally�enforce.���And�that�you�are�considering�doing�so,�
due�to�the�destruction�of�corp�land.���I�think�if�you�were�to�ascertain�how�many�people�are�actually�
causing�the�problem,�there�would�be�a�very�minimal�number.���Why�enforce�the�changes�on�all�of�the�
people�who�use�the�land,�while�most�of�these�people�respect�the�privilege�they�have�and�actually�make�
every�effort�to�clean�up�and�preserve�the�land.���Could�you�survey�who�is�causing�the�problem,�before�
making�these�radical�changes?�

Thank�you�for�taking�the�time�to�listen�to�our�concerns�

�

�

Februrary�14,�2011�

�
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Vehicle Use at Lake Texoma 

The Lake Texoma Association mission is to promote and protect Lake Texoma 
� Help promote safe, legal and compatible vehicle use including education and reasonable 

regulations and compliance.  
� Help reduce vehicle related injuries and damage to environment. 

Background and Issues
� All parties need to identify underlying vehicle use and operator laws, requirements, 

and enforcement problems and issues before trying to jump to solutions. 

� Vehicles 
o Low Speed and Neighborhood Vehicles 
o Golf Carts 
o All-Terrain Vehicles 
o Utility Type Vehicles or Recreational Off-Highway Vehicles 
o Unconventional Vehicles (Oklahoma State Regulations) 

� Vehicle Regulations, Enforcement and Compliance 
o Vehicle passenger safety, environmental damage and compatible land use are 

primary concerns.  
o Voluntary compliance is preferred to enforcement actions. 
o Different vehicle regulations, enforcement and compliance exist for different 

areas and jurisdictions around Lake Texoma, such as Federal (Corps land and 
National Wildlife Refuges), Oklahoma and Texas States, Marshall, Bryan and 
Grayson counties, Local governments and Land Owner associations/subdivisions. 
Some jurisdictions do not have written vehicle regulations or ordinances, e.g.
Bryan County Oklahoma only has vehicle regulations within Willow Springs 
Resort/Marina on Lake Texoma. Examples follow.  

� Corps and federal on-road and off-road land use such as approved roads, 
trails, woods, fields and lake shore beaches. 

� Federal, state and local vehicle regulations for on and off-road use.
� State managed lands such as state parks and wildlife management areas.  
� State highways and roads. 
� County and Local government roads and land. 
� Association and Subdivision managed roads and land. 
� Private land use. 
� Lack of public access to the lake shoreline in several areas is a factor. 

o Need to establish or update adequate and reasonable vehicle laws/ordinances, 
regulations, and enforcement considering new types of vehicles and land uses. 

o Inadequate classroom and practical education of safety training and regulations 
for vehicle operators (juveniles and adults as well as parents and grandparents). 



o Inconsistent promotion of safe and legal use of vehicles by officials, authorities, 
law enforcement, vehicle manufacturers and dealers, parents, grandparents or 
guardians and neighbors.

o Inconsistent enforcement by officials, authorities, law enforcement, parents, 
grandparents or guardians and neighbors. 

o  Unacceptable and/or illegal behavior by some vehicle operators. 
o The public has widely different views on vehicle use around Lake Texoma. 

� Lack of adequate off-road vehicle use areas such as parks and trails around Lake Texoma 
by federal, states, counties, local governments and private enterprise. 

Actions
� The Corps of Engineers and some of the states, counties and local governments are 

trying to address some of the vehicle use issues.  
o Part of the responsibility is the Corps. They are trying to address improvements 

and issues that apply to their jurisdiction. 
o Part of the responsibility is the states, counties, local governments, land owner 

associations/subdivisions and vehicle manufacturers and dealers. Some are trying 
to address improvements and issues that apply to their jurisdiction and area. 

o Part of the responsibility is vehicle operators, parents, grandparents and 
neighbors. Some are trying to address improvements and issues. 

Possible Improvements by ALL Parties 
� Increased safety, legal and compatible vehicle use, reasonable regulations and 

compliance and decreased damage to the environment.
� Make vehicle use laws, regulations, rules, training and general information widely 

available online to the public on federal, state, county, local government, organizational 
and vehicle manufacturer/dealer web sites and other distribution methods. Periodically 
publicize in area media, businesses and organizations. 

� Encourage lake area officials, vehicle dealers, other businesses, land owners as well as 
vehicle operators and parents, grandparents, guardians and neighbors to use vehicles 
around the lake in safe, responsible and legal ways. 

� If laws and ordinances are not adequate, provide reasonable proposed changes to federal 
and state legislators and local government officials. 

� Legislators and officials should take necessary action to update laws and regulations for 
new and/or improved vehicles and uses. 

� Harmonize federal, state, county, and local government vehicle regulations around Lake 
Texoma to the degree practicable for longer term improvements. 

� Establish and conduct classroom and practical training including safety and regulations 
for vehicle operators (juveniles and adults as well as parents and grandparents and other 
interested parties). 

� Widely publicize and then issue warning citations where necessary for initial time period. 
� Continue preference for voluntary compliance if practicable before enforcement. 
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