


Cox was a little bit confused in his request re the meeting on 

June 20th. It says Ehrlichman/ Haldeman meeting -- what he 

wants is the segment on June 20 from 10:25 to 11:20 with John 

Ehrlichman alone. 

Al Haig 
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J. F~ED BUZHARDT TESTI~10l'1Y, GRAND JUHY * 3--TAPES 

l\pril 29, Jl_pril 30, May 6 and Hay 10, 1974 

Buzharc1t is appearing voluntarily, "ithout subpoena before 
the Grand Jury. Since 1/4/74, Buzhardt has been Counsel to the 
p.cw:;idenL From 5/9/73 unt.il 1/4/74, Buzhilrd'.:. vlaS on detail as 
Special Counsel for the President. Stennis recornrr,ended BuzlB.rc.:t 
to t.he President. (4/29/74, 3·-8) ----JLne 25, 1973--Buzhardt listened to a March 20. 1973 telephone con-
vr:rsatj_on between Nixon and Dean 

Buzhardt. had positive knowledge of the White House taping 
system around June 25, 1973. Haig asked Buzhardt to listen to il 

telephone conversation between Nixon and Dean on Mar. 20, 1973. 
Duzhardt cla.imed attorney-client p:civilege as to his conversation 
with the Pres ident about the Mar. 20 telephone conversation. 

Si..tlS and Zumwalt brought the tape to Buzhardt with a tape 
:t',"corder and a ro11 of tape. BuzhanJt located the conversation 
with the aid of information previously prepared for the WSPF & sse-­
a lisc of contacts wi·th Nixon by various people r one of them being 
Dean. 

The ·telephone conversation was about 10 minut_es. Bnzharc.t 
callsd Eaig and ·told Haig the answer to t.he question Buzhardt. had 
rais~d with Nixon (Nixon had told IIaig to tcllBuzhardt to ge-t the 
answer to the question Buzhard·t had raised about Dean from the tape.) 
BLl~·?h.:Ardt does not I'ecall discussing the March 20, 1973 conversation 
,,7ith anyone. (4/29/74, 8-16 ) 

Conversation with Higby about a. White House taping syst.em 

Buzhardt and Garment talked with Higby about the existence 
of a White Honse 'caping system and whether Nixon would claim execu-­
tive privilege. Buzhardt said he didn ' t know and would try to find 
ou·t. 

I t was decided executive privilege would not be called and 
Higby was not to volunteer anything but was to answer if a specific 
question \vas asked. Buzhardt may have talked to Nixon and Haig 
about this but does not recall. (4/2 9/74, Hi-IS) 

July 18, 1973--Transfer of custody of ,\Thite _House_tapes 

After Buzhardt learned of Butterfield 's disclosure to the 
sse, there were discussions of whether t~ping should be continued 
and the transfer of cns'cody of the tapes. Buzhard·t "ranted custody 
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for official purposes to be the President 's personal custody. 
(4 /29/74, 22-24) 

Decision to withhold material 

2. 

Buzhardt "JOuld not discuss conver satio:'s with Ni:con about 
resistance of reques t s for material, claiming attorney-client privi­
lege. Buzhardt does not recall whecr.er anyon e took a different pos i­
tion about disclosing material . (4/29/74, 26-2 8 ) 

Discussions of Dean's accuracy 

Buzhardt is sure there were discussions of the accuracy of 
Dean's testimony, whether in the context of the tapes, Buzhardt does 
not know. Based on information Buzhardt had a-t: the time, Buz hardt 
believed Dean's testimony was inaccurate and Buzhardt had not listen­
ed to a tape. Buzhardt does not recall what others said about Dean's 
testimony. 

Buzhardt does not recall discussing with anyone the possibil­
ity of verifying Dean's version of events. (4/29/74, 19-22, 28-30) 

Information about Dean ' s conversations with Nixon 

Buzhardt was provided information by the President, logs 
of staff members and P.ichard MOOre (when he vas present at a conver­
sation bet\veen Nixon and Dean. ) 

Buzhardt a lso talked to Ziegler about Dean's testimony and 
people on the ~7hite House staff. (4/29/74, 31-32) 

Dean meeting chronology prepared by Thompson at the sse 

Buzhardt furnished information to Thompson over the telephone 
about Nixon- Dean meetings. This information was derived from dis­
cussions with Nixon, WH staff members and documents. Nixon dis­
cussed meetings with Buzhardt from~s. Buzhardt took 
notes . Buzhardt is not sure if he referred to his notes when talk­
ing to Thompson. 

Buzhardt then went to review the document Thompson prepared 
of their discussion. Buzhardt found a number of errors and cor­
rected some of them. This information w~s to assist Thompson in 
questioning Dean. Buzh~~~t ~t~t2~ Dean may ~lrc~~1' have been ques­
tioned by the time he made the corrections. (4/29/74, 32-43) 
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3. 

In response to a Grand Jury request, Buzhardt said he could 
not locate any notes used in his telephone conversation with 
Thompson. (5/6/7 4, 45 -4 6) 

Buzhardt did not listen t o tapes--aside from the tape he 
listened to on June 25, 1973--prior to L.he time he provided Thomp­
son with the information on Dean's meetings with Nixon. (5/10/74, 
15-17) 

~ 23 ,P3 subeoena """') 

Buzhardt met with Nixon(after it had been determined there 

, 
would be no reply to the subpoena) on which tapes were actually 
covered. Buzhardt does not recall who was at the meeting and belieVlS 
there was a discussion about what was cover the subpoena but 
no a discusslon about th f the sub d tapes. 
Buz ar t qua lfles this by savin t Ission of what 
conv aL.lOnS w r . re subpoenaed. No 
cone us ions were reached. Buzhardt does not recall if there was a 
discussion about firing Cox. 

sation. 
but not 
there. 

The first item on the subpoena was a June 20, 1972 conver­
There was discussion of why that conversat ion was subpoenaed 

the substance of the conversation. ~7right may have been 
(4/29/74, 43-49) 

Buzhardt has no recollectio~ of reading the subpoena in 
July 1973. Buzharc1t "probably" understood the contemporaneous 
notes were called for. Buzhardt became aware that Haldeman took 
notes of one of the tapes when Haldeman testified and possibly 
prior to that. Buzhardt did not know at that time that the sub­
poena covered these notes as well. Buzhardt does not recall consid­
ering this question of notes taken after the conversation. 

Buzhardt began to gather the papers and notes related to 
subpoenaed conversations sometime between the President's annou~ce­
ment of his decision to comply with the subpoena and the date 
Buzharc1t started preparing ·the Index and Analysis. (4/30/7 4 , 73-78) 

Wright's meetings with the President 

Wright met with the President from time to time. Hright 
probably met with the President when Buzhardt was not present. 
(4/29/74, 49-50) 
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4. 

Discussions o f first item on the subpoena--June 20, 19 72 conversation 

Buzhardt 's impression was that the subpoena was confused-­
it c a lled for a neeting beh-7een Nixon , Halde!aan and Ehrlichman. 
According to the log, there was no meeting between the three . 
Buzhardt does not r ecall ~hen he first discussed with anyone what 
was called for in the first item of t he subpoena. 

Buzhardt r ecalls he had a conversation with Nixon . He does 
not recall when or the content of the conversation. 

Buzhardt recalls h e had a telephone conversation with Haig 
about which conversation w~s subpoenaed. He may have had more than 
one. Buzhardt has checked Haig's notes and believes it was in the 
last week of September, 1973. Haig inquired of Buzhardt what con ­
versation was subpoenaed on the first item. Buzhardt told Haig it 
was the Ehrlichman conversation with Nixon. Buzhardt does not recall 
telling Haig, nor anyone else, that the Haldeman conversation \vas 
not called for. Buzhard t felt this was all academic since Nixon 
was adamant about not turning over the tapes. Buzhardt states i-t 
was in his mind that the Haldeman conversation was not called for. 
Buzhardt does not recall discussing the ambigui ty of the first item 
of the subpoena with Wright. (4/29/74, 50-60) 

Buzhardt did not attempt to clarify with Cox, Garment or 
Wright what was called for by the subpoena. The position was that 
the White House was not going to give u p the tapes and in Buzhardt's 
nind it was not an important issue. (4/2 9/74, 72-76) 

Knowledge that v-loods was typing transcripts 

Buzhardt believes he learned Woods was typing t ranscripts 
in the first week of October, not September 29, 1973. Buzhardt 
thinks he had a conversation with Haig on September 29 about the 
first item on the subpoena . Buzhardt conveyed to Haig the Ehrlich­
man conversation was subpoenaed . Buzhardt does not know if he also 
conveyed to Haig that the Haldeman conversation was not called for. 
Buzhardt does not think he knew at the time Woods was making trans­
cr ipts. Buzhardt must have assumed Nixon was vlorking on tapes. 
Buzhardt or someone in his office had given Bul l a copy of the sub­
poena. Buzhardt assumed from the gene ral discussions that Nixon 
was going to make some effort to go into what was on the tapes. 
(4/29/74, 60-66) 

To the best of Buzhardt's recollection, he l earned Woods 
was typing transcripts in the last p art of the first week in 
October (1973) or sometime thereafter. This may have been at Key 
Biscayne . Buzhardt definite ly rel1\embers reading through one of 
the transcrip t3 probably sometime between the end of the first week 
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in October and the middle of October. Buzhardt does not recall 
what transcript this was. (4/30/74, 17-18) 

5. 

Buzhardt saw a June 20, 1972 transcript around the end of 
th~ first week of October and mid-October, 1973. This conversation 
was cO!'lpletely behveen Nixon and Ehrlichman. Buzhardt may have ~)..O 
made notes on the transcript. Buzhardt does not recall if he saw 
anyone else's handwriting on the transcript. Buzhardt identifies ~ 
hand'"ri tten notations of meter readings on the June 20 transcript 
as his made probably around Nov. 11, 1973 when Buzhardt and Powers 
were preparing the Index and Analysis. Buzhardt can not identify 
other handwriting on the transcript. (4/30/74, 18-25) 

Woods erasure 

Buzhardt can not recall how long after his conversation 
with Haig tha t he \Vas told Woods made an erasure. Buzhardt recalls 

. a \veekend in Key Biscayne at which point he knew Woods was working 
with the tapes. It is possible Buzhardt saw a transcript that week­
end. 

erasure. Wooas a aCCl en a y erase a 4-5 minute portlon of a \¥ xon about the \ l\/, 
part of the Haldeman conversation that followed the Ehrlichman con­
versation of June 20, 1972. Buzhardt was UDder the impression Wood 
erased something in the first part of the conversatlon. -

Buzhardt has no recollection of sayinG to anyone the Halde-\~ 
man conversation was not subpoenaed prior to lindlnq out about ehe r 
erasure . when he found out about woods maklng the erasure, Buzhardt ) 
spoke to both Nixon and Haig about the Haldeman conversation not 
being subpoenaed. Buzhardt does not recall having any discussion 
about what may have been on the portion of the tape Woods erased. ~ 
(4/29/74, 66-72 ) _~ 

June 11, 1973 
WSPF request/for April 15, 1973 conversation between Nixon and Dean 

Buzhardt had a conversation with Nixon about the request. 
Duzhardt came away with the impression it was a dictabelt that 
Nixon had been referring to in a conversation with Petersen. Cox 
or Petersen told Buzhardt that Nixon had told Petersen in a conver­
sation shortly after the 15th that Nixon had offered to let Peter-
sen listen to a tape concerning the question of whether Dean had 
told Nixon that he had been offered immunity. Buzhardt does not 
recall Nixon telling Buzhardt that he didn't have the tape recording 
of the meeting with Dean on April 15, 1973. Buzhardt thinks Wright L 
drafted the response to Cox's letter of June 11, 1973--the letter ~ 
did not s ay that there was no tape of the meeting but that the 
tape referred to by the President in h:s discussion with Petersen 
was a tape o f the President's recoIl t' f 

ec lons 0 the conversation. 
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"J., 

Buzhardt states i f he knew of the tape recording system at that 
tine, he would have had a different approach to this request . 
( 4/29/74 , 76-86) 

6 • 

Buzhardt does not recall his conversation with the President 
concerning responding to Cox's letter of 6/11/73 in which the tQpe 
recording of the President's conversation vlith Dean was requested. 
Buzhardt does not recall if Nixon told Buzhardt that there was no 
tape recording of Nixon's conversation with Dean on April 15, 1973. 
(5/6/74, 25-28) 

Buzhardt was denied permission by Nixon to listen to the 
tape of his (Buzhardt's) conversation with Nixon concerning the 
response Buzhardt would make to Cox's letter of June 11, 1973. 
(5/10/74, 12-13) 

Search for April 15, 1973 Dictabelt recollections 

Around November 14, 1973, Buzhardt requested a search be 
made for the April 15, 1973 dictabelt, in conjunction with prepar­
i ng the Index and Analysis. This was the instigation of Buzhardt's 
request to find all materials and documents covered by the subpoena. 

Buzhardt probably asked Haig to search for notes, memoranda, 
etc . not in the files. Buzhardt does not recall asking Hoods or 
Acker to make a search. Buzhardt does not recall specifically ask­
ing Haig to search for the April 15 dictabelt. 

Buzhardt does not recall when he first learned there was 
no dictabelt of the April 15 conversation. Buzhardt reviews his 
November 12, 1973 testimony in the Tapes Hearings re learning on 
November 5, 1973 that there was no dictabelt of the April 15 conver­
sation. At this point, Buzhardt has no independent recollection 
of the date. Buzhardt believes Haig told him the dictabelt did not 
eXlS~. Buzhardt does not recall i f he received information from 
Haig as to what had been done to locate the dictabelt. (Volner 
presses Buzhardt--Even though Buzhardt had represented to Cox that 
there was a dictabelt, and then told the Court it would be turned 
over, Buzhardt subsequently told the Court the April 15 dictabelt 
did not exist.) (4/29/ 74 ,86- 97 ) 

Discussion with the President of inability to locate Dictabelt of 
April 15, 1973 conversation 

Buzhardt does not recall what he said to Nixon about his 
inability to locate the dictabelt recollections of the April 15 
conversation. Buzhardt was satisfied that there was no dictabelt-­
that one could not be found. The notes of the meeting were located. 
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Buzhardt does not recall anyon telling him that no dicta­
belt was made. It i s Buzhardt's be lief that the dictabelt never 
existed but he can not reconstruct how he arrived at that belief. 
The source of the i nformat ion ,-ras either Nixon or Haig. Buzhardt 
represented to the court that t he dictabelt was never made. 
(4/2 9/7 4 , 97-103) 

President's personal files 

Buzhardt has only a general knowledge of the President ' s 
personal files. (4/29/74, 104-105) 

Buzhardt 's knowledge o f a ny missing tapes or gaps in tapes other 
than those called for in the original Grana Jury subpoena 

Buzhardt originally claims attorney-client privilege and 
executive privilege and declines to answer. (4/29/74, 108-111j 
4/30/74, 160-163, 165-168) 

Pursuant to an a greement ,V'orked out between St. Clair and 
3en-Veniste , Buzhardt agree d to answer this quest ion. There are 
no missing tapes other than those about which Buzhardt has made a 
public statement. Buzhardt s tates that the Hhite House has attempt­
ed to find where a s ubstantive conversation took place that has not 
been located. The conversations were on the tape but the substan­
tive conversation was not. There was no t ape that appeared to be 
missing in its entirety . (5/6/74 , 21-2 2 ) 

Buzhardt has found no gaps on the tapes. There are periods 
of silence on the tapes where there are l ap ses in conversation-­
,V'here there just isn't a conversation going on . (5/ 10/74, l3-l5) 

FBI inv estiga tion into possible destruction or alteration of docu­
ments and t apes 

Buzhardt became aware of the FBI invest igat ion shortly 
after Sirica referred the tapes matter to the Grand Jury. 
(4/29/74, ll2) 

Buzhardt's supe rvision over access to files in Rooms 84 & 522 of 
the EOB 

Buzhardt was told by Nixon to exercize supervision over 
documents. People entering the file room had to be logge d in and 
out, what they looked at was specifically recorded, individuals 
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could look at the files on "hich they had ,vorked and no copies 
could be made. Files stored there include: All Presidential files, 
Ehrlichman, Young, Colson, Krogh, and Dean. (4/29/74, 112-117; 
Remainder of the 4/29/74 Grand Jury testimony relates to Buzhardt"s 
search for documents in the Plumbers' \mite Eouse files, 117-153.) 

Typing of transcripts 

Buzhardt does not recall asking anyone, including Acker, 
to either type or re-type or correct a transcript before 11/14/73. 
Buzhardt recalls at some point going to Hoods and asking her, after 
Buzhardt had possession of the transcript, to try to do a little 
better in getting information from the tape. This was at the time 
that Woods had the tapes in her possession, Buzhardt does not re­
member which tape it "HaS , (l~/ 30/74, 25-26) 

Haldeman listening to tapes 

Buzhardt became aware Haldeman was listening to White House 
tapes sometime after Haldeman had listened to them in the suwmer 
of 1973 and before Haldeman testified (before the SSC). Buzhardt 
did not, to his recollection, release a tape recording to Haldeuan. 
Buzhardt has no recollection of having a contact, either in person 
or over the telephone ,,7ith Haldeman on or about June 4, 1973, 
Buzhardt reviews a copy of the access log to Room 522 re notation 
"Tape recorder released to Haldeman (no tapes/at request of Buz­
hardt") . Buzhardt has no recollection that a tape recorder vJaS 
furnished to Haldeman on June 4, 1973 at Buzhardt's request. 
(4/30/74, 46-51) 

Buzhardt does not know if anyone told him which tapes 
Haldeman had listened to during the time he had tapes in his pos­
session. Buzhardt believes he learned fran Bull that Haldeman 
had listened to HH tapes. Buzhardt ,,;as surprised when he learned 
Haldeman had listened to tapes. Buzhardt does not recall discuss­
ing with Haldeman the circumstances under ,qhich Haldeman listened 
to tapes. Buzhardt was concerned about Haldeman's access to the 
tapes but after the custody of the tapes changed, Buzhardt did not 
believe there was any reason to think Haldeman would have further 
access. (4/30/74, 62 , 64-66) 

President listening to tapes 

As soon as Buzhardt learned about the taping system, Buz­
hardt assumed Nixon had listened to the tapes at some point about 
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that time (June 25, 1973). Buzhardt assumes that he specifically 
learned that ~ixon listened to tapes on June 4, 1973 sometime after 
June 25, 1973. (4/30/74, 46-47) 

Conversations '.vith Haldeman after 4/30/73 and before 7/30/73 

Buzhardt spoke with Haldeman after Haldeman left the HE. 
Buzhardt asked Haldeman's couns el to have Haldeman coromunicate 
through his attorneys. Buzhardt recalls one conversation about 
Haldeman's anticipated sse testimony in which Buzhardt requested 
2aldenan to exert executive privilege as to material he had heard 
on the tapes. Buzhardt does not recall whether he discussed with 
anyone Haldeman's testimony about the substance of the tapes prior 
to the time Buzhardt talked to Haldeman. Buzhardt does not recall 
',,;hen his conversation with Haldeman _vas except that it was before 
Haldeman's sse testimony. Buzhardt only recalls the discussion 
of executive privilege; he recalls nothing else about the conver­
sation. Buzhardt recalls no discussion with either Haldeman or 
his attorneys of the substance of what Haldeman would testify 
about concerning .. That Haldeman had heard on the tapes. 

9. 

Buzhardt recalls he and Haldeman were discussing two tupes-­
~he ,~rch 21 tape and another that Buzhardt can't recall--in regard 
to the issue of executive privilege. The question .. 7as on executive 
privilege as to the content of the tapes which Haldeman had heard. 
(4/30/74 , 51-59) 

Discussions of March 21, 1973 meeting 

Buzhardt was "probably" concerned about Dean's account of 
various meetings. Buzhardt is "generally aware" that Haldeman 
~estified in regard to the March 21 meeting that Nixon said that 
it \-lOuld be \V"rong to raise money for the Watergate defendants. 
Buzhardt believes he received some indication in advance of Halde­
man's testimony as to his (Haldeman's) account of the March 21 
~eeting. Buzhardt does not recall who gave him this information. 
(4/30/74, 59-62) 

Bull listening to tapes . 

Buzhardt thinks he learned Bull listened to ·capes ,,,hen 
Bull was preparing to testify before the sse. Buzhardt does not 
recall if Bull told BuzhdLUL W!!C1L tapes he had revlewed . (4/30/74, 
62-64) 



.1. FRED BUZHARDT TESTIMONY, GRAND JURY # 3--TAPES 
April 29, April 30, Hay 6 and May 10, 1974 

Access to files 

: . 10. 
~(; 

Buzhardt does not recall requesting on June 4, 1973 a 
lock change on a safe in Room 522. Buzhardt thinks this safe con­
tained Political Matters Memoranda. (4/30/74, 66-73) In subse­
quent testimony, it is determined that this was Safe 23 which 
actually contained Haldeman's notes of the June 20, 1972 mee"ting. 
(4/30/74, 97) 

The President and Buzhardt were responsible for access to 
files stored in Room 522. Authorization for access to the files 
for people other than former WH staff members, came from the Pres­
ident. (4/30/7 4 , 66-73 ) 

Search for Haldeman ' s notes of the June 20, 1972 meeting 

The notes were secured on the evening of November 15, 1973. 
The circumstances that led to a search for these notes was the dis­
covery of the gap on the June 20 tape and it was thought that the 
notes might shed light on the content of the meeting. Buzhardt 
does not recall whose idea it was to locate the notes. Higby helped 
loca te the notes. 

Buzhardt recalls meeting with Haig and Nixon on the after­
noon or early evening of Nov. 15, 1973 . Buzhardt does not r e call 
stating in the meeting that he did not have the combination to Halde­
man 's safe that would contain the June 20, 1972 notes. Buzhardt 
does recall that he did not have the combinations to all of Haldeman's 
safes at that time. (Buzhardt believes there was only one safe he 
didn 't have the combination to. Buzhardt has secured the other com­
binations from Kehrli, Buzhardt thinks, in August 1973 when a search 
"laS made for Political Matters Memos. ) 

Buzhardt discovered that Haldeman kept the combination to 
one of his safes. Haldeman had turned over the others to Kehrli. 
Haldeman had told Haig that this one safe he had not turned over 
but that he would turn it over to the President. 

The whereabouts of the combination was discussed at this 
time (either at the meeting between Buzhardt, Haig and Nixon o r 
just before or just after the meeting) and Buzhardt believes someone 
got Haldeman on the phone and got the combination . Higby opened 
the safe and knew where to look and Buzhardt and Higby found the 
document . I t was Buzhardt ' s impres sion that Higby spoke earlier 
to Haldeman before they l0caL",": L~,t:: notes . Bt.J.zhaL"UL.. does not recall 
what discussion he had with Higby while searching for the notes. 
Buzhardt seems to recall that Higby made a telephone call from 
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Room 522 and it could have been to Haldeman. Buzhardt recalls 
Bigby at some point telling Buzhardt that Haldeman had requested 
Higby to tell him something about the materials they were looking 
for, but Buzhardt does not recall whether it was on this occasion 
(Nov. 15, 1973) or another occasion. 

Buzhardt does not recall receiving any instructions from 
Higby about the envelope of material in which the June 20, 1972 
notes were located. Buzhardt does not recall Higby saying his in­
structions from Haldeman were not to let Buzhardt have the document 
(June 20 notes) until Higby had a chance to read the document to 
Haldeman. (4/30/74, 79-105) 

[On June 4, 1973, Haldeman had access to Room 522 where his files 
were stored. Also on this day , there was a written notation to 
change the combination of Safe 23 in that room ("Reques 'ted by Buz-

, hardt"). Buzhardt does not recall requesting a lock change on a 
safe in Room 522. This safe contained Haldeman's notes of the 
June 20, 1972 meeting. The combination for this safe had to be 
gotten from Haldeman through Higby on November 15, 1973 when Buz­
hadrt was attempting to locate Haldeman's June 20 notes after 
real izing there was an 18 1/2 minute gap on the tape.] 

Subsequen t searches for documents 

Buzhardt does not specifically recall when he made a request 
for other doc~~ents after Hald~~an's notes of the June 20 meeting. 
Buzhardt states that he made reque sts of the President for either 
himself or someone else to be permitted to search for documents. 

Buzhardt reviews the entry on the log for Room 522 on 
November 16, 1973. Buzhardt recalls receiving from Higby and copy­
ing Haldeman's notes of meetings on March 22, 1973, June 30, 1972 
and September 15, 1972 to hand over to the Court. Buzhardt did not 
retain any of Haldeman's notes; whatever Buzhardt got, he produced. 

Buzhardt does not recall seeing on Nov. 16, 1973, Halde­
man's notes ""hile listening to the March 21, 1973 conversat,iQn 
(al though this .... 'as listed on the access log as being delivered to 
Buzhardt's office) . These notes were not produced in response to 
the subpoena. Buzhardt states they were primarily looking for 

. contemporaneous documents. (4/30/74, 105-117) 
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Haldeman's notes of li stening to the ~arch 21, 1973 and September 15, 
1972 conversations 

In January 1974, requests were made for Haldeman's notes of 
listening to the Mar. 21, 1973 and Sept. IS, 1972 conversations. 
They were produced at the end of January, 1974. Buzhardt does not 
know why these notes weren't produced in response to the subpoena. 
(4/30/74, 117-124) 

Haldeman's contemporaneous notes of the ~larch 21, 1973 meeting 

Buzhardt does not recall whether Haldeman made notes con­
tenporaneously during the March 21 meeting. Buzhardt does not re­
call Hald~~an's testimony that he (Haldeman) did take some notes 
contemporaneously. Buzhardt does not recall who searched for the 
notes (could have been Higby ) or if the November 16, 1973 search 
was the only one made. Buzhardt states if they didn't get the notes, 
they didn't produce them. .Buzhardt recalls that there was at least 
one meeting for which no notes were found. Buzhardt does not recall 
WSPF requests of February 14 and 22, 1974 for Haldeman's contempor­
aneous notes of the March 21 meeting nor does he recall making a 
search for these notes. Buzhardt does not recall ever seeing 
~larch 21, 1973 contemporaneous notes. (4/30/ 74 , 124-135) 

Buzhardt does not recall 
notes with anyone but feels that 
for a search in November (1973). 
cuss the notes with Nixon. 

the first time he discussed the 
he included the notes in a r equest 
Buzhardt states he did not dis-

Buzhardt does not recall discussing the significance of 
the March 21, 1973 notes with Parker. Buzhardt does not recall 
suggesting to Parker that those notes coincided with what Buz­
hardt's understanding of the events of March 21, 1973 were. 
(5/6/74, 38-42) 

St. Clair will continue to search for Haldeman's contem­
poraneous notes of the March 21, 1973 meeting. (5/10/74 , 9) 

Investigation of the 18 1/2 minute gap 

Buzhardt attempted to find out some facts about the 18 
1/2 minute gap. Buzhardt does not recall preparing any memos on 
the 18 1/2 minute gap but did include a paragraph about it in the 
Index and Analysis. Buzhar~t ~~~~ not recall pre~drlng any factual 
memoranda . 
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Buzhardt does recall seeing a report from an expert (Hecker) 
analyzing a portion of the tape. Buzhardt claims attorney-client 
privilege as to the nature of the report. (4/30/74, 143-146) 

Buzhardt has no information \vhich would go beyond the ex­
planation presented in Court as to how the 18 1/2 minute gap occurred. 
(4/30/74, 188-189) 

[Discussion of the Stennis Proposal; Stennis' ability to hear parts 
of the tapes in light of the difficulty in transcribing them; the 
fact that Stennis would be provided with a summary or a transcript 
",ith relevant and irrelevant portions indicated. Buzhardt states 
he has no recollection of discussing with Stennis that Buzhardt 
would help Stenni s listen to the tapes. (4/30/74, 146-155) ] 

Sumnary of transcripts 

Buzhardt states that at some point a summary was prepared 
of conversations on tape by people assisting Buzhardt in the Coun­
sel's office. A summary was not prepared in connec tion \-li th the 
Stennis Proposal and Buzhardt does not know what \vas shown to Sen­
ator Scott. Buzhardt claims executive privilege as to the contents 
of the summary prepared under his (Buzhardt's) supervision. 
(4/30/74, 1 55-159) 

Copying of the White House tapes 

The first t ime copies were made of WH tapes was a few days 
before Nov. 14, 1973, when copies were made of a number of tapes 
at NSA. This was done in the presence of a representative of the 
Spec ial Prosecutor's Office. Buzhardt recalls a tape was copied 
on Thanksgiving. There is no question in Buzhardt's mind that the 
tapes furnished to the Court ",ere the original tape recordings. 
(4/30/74, 165) 

Pursuant to an agreement on attorney- client privilege worked 
out between St. Clair and Ben-Veniste, Buzhardt said that copies 
of the tapes were made at the WH prior to January 1974,aside from 
the tapes turned over to the Special Prosecutor's Office. A copy 
was made on Thanksgiving Day and copies were made at the WH for 
the Mitchell, Stans trial. Copies were also made in the milk case 
for Judge Jones. (5/6/74, 22-23) 
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As far as Buzhardt knows, no one from the Army was in the 
White House working on or being consulted about the tapes. Buz­
hardt does not recall whether anyone from any military branch was 
ever consulted or performed any service , technical or otherwise 
yri th respect to the vlH tapes. 

Buzhardt recalls consulting a technician from the White 
House Communications Agency about a cassette recorder but this is 
the only t ime Buzhardt knows of anyone from the WHCA being consu lted 
about WH t apes . 

The role of the Secret Service since the WH taping system 
WeS t aken out, has been to copy tapes. A detailed record of what 
t apes the Secret Service has c opied end who worked on the copying 
has been kept. 

Buzhardt claims attorney-client privilege in answer to a 
question of whether people who have listened to the tapes called 
for under the WSPF 's subpoena in u.s. v. Mitchell have listened to 
originals. 

To Buzhardt's. knowledge, no work was done at NSA other than 
c opying prior to January 1, 1974. Subsequent to January 1, 197 4 , it 
is possible NSA copied a tape in connection with the suit in N.Y. 
(U.S. v. Mitchell , Stans ) . 

To Buzhardt's knowledge , no other government agency has been 
used in any connec tion with respect to the WH t apes . 

Buzhardt claims attorney-client privilege in answer to a 
question o f whether the WH h as relied on anyone to attempt to en­
hance the audibility of Wrl tapes (except for one t ape involved in 
u.s. v. Mitchell, Stans and work performed in Sirica's chambers ) . 
14730/74, 1 68-1 78) 

Assistance provided to the House Judiciary Committee 

The WE provided assistance to the HJC to enhance the quality 
of the t apes they rece ived . The HJC did their o wn t echnical work 
but Buzhardt gave them advice and assigned one of hi s assistants 
to help the HJC in setting up to do the copying. Buzhardt does 
not think the HJC r e ceived tapes prior to January 1, 1974. 
( 4/30/7 4 , 178-180) 

Conversations with Mitchell or his attorneys 

Buzhardt has not had any conversations with Hitchell since 
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~ay 1973. Buzhardt has had conversations with Hundley re tapes 
and documents in connection with the Vesco case. (4/30/74, 180-81) 

Conversations with Ehrlichman or his attorneys 

Buzhardt has had a few conversations with Ehrlichman since 
Nay 1973 but does not recall discussing the WH taping system with 
Ehrlichffian. (4/30/74, 181-83) 

Conversations with Rhyne 

Buzhardt has not had a conversation with Rhyne concerning 
the dissemination of any technical report othe r than the report pre­
pared by the expert tape panel. Buzhardt is not aware of any con­
versation by anyone in the White House or any action by any person 
in the WH to disseminate a report by the Dektor Company. (4/30/74, 
183- 84) 

Conversations with Colson 

Buzhardt has had conversations with Colson and his attorneys 
about requested Hhite House tapes. (4/30/74, 1 84-86) 

President's Submission to the House JUdiciary Committee 

[Pursuant to an agreement worked out between St. Clair and 
Ben- Veniste, Buzhardt agreed to answer questions for which he -had 
claimed attorney-client pr i vilege and executive privilege.] 

Buzhardt states that he has not heard any gap on conversa­
tions provided the HJC. Buzhardt has not examined the WSPF sub­
poena carefully but he heard no gap on the t\venty conversations 
\vhich overlapped between the Submission to the HJC and the ~'1SPF 
subpoena. 

Buzhardt thinks he reviewed all tapes, a transcript of which 
was made public by Nixon. St. Clair, Hauser and Shepard assisted 
Buzhardt and a number of secretaries did the transcribing . The 
President listened to some tapes but Buzhardt does not believe 
Haig d i d . 

Secretaries who worked on the tapes were Nancy Smil~0. 
Jane Thomas, Linda Zier, Sidley, Acker, Nobilio, Pat McGee. 
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Buzhardt states that the process of preparing transcripts 
',,'as started sometime after the HJC request ,.,as made but before the 
subcoena. Buzhardt does not know if Woods worked on any of these 
taDes. No portion of the tapes which Buzhardt listened to had been 
ac~identally or deliberately rendered inaudible. That includes the 
90rtions included in the transcripts and the portions which are not 
included in the transcripts provided by the President to the public. 

Buzhardt is not sure if he has listened to tapes other than 
those the transcripts of which have been made public and which are 
called for in the WSPF subpoena. 

Buzhardt states that Nixon listened to conversations that 
3uzhardt had not located or heard. Buzhardt assumes there is a 
record of which ones Nixon listened to. Jerry Jones, General Bennett's 
replacement, would have the records and either Jones or Bennett would 
have located the conversations for the President. 

Buzhardt does not recall the specific occasions on which 
~he President listened to tapes. It may have been in connection 
with the House subpoena. (5/6/7 4, 3-19) 

~ar.-!aged Tapes 

Two tapes broke in the process of search and/or transcrip­
~ion. These were original tapes. Buzhardt states his overriding 
concern was to get the job done as quickly as possible. In some 
cases, copies were used. Buzhardt states no conversations from 
the broken tapes was lost . Acker and Yates were working on the 
tapes that broke. A copy existed for one of the tapes but not for 
the other. (5/6/74,19-21) 

Transcripts of tapes not subpoenaed 

There have been transcripts of tapes furnished other than 
those given to the HJC. Pursuant to a request of the Special Pro­
secutor, a series of telephone conversations were transcribed. 
Buzhardt is directed by the Grand Jury to produce a list of all 
tapes which have been transcribed in whole or in part which have 
not been turned over to the HJC. (5/6/74, 23-25) 

Nixon declined to give Buzhardt any information on trans­
cripts, other than those supplied to the HJC, that were prepared 
,'7ithout Buzhardt's knowl:::dgc. ~5/10/74, 3-5) 



J. FRED BUZHARDT TESTINONY, GRAND JURY # 3--TAPES 
April 29, April 30, May 6 and Hay 10 , 1974 

17. 

Enhancing the audibility of the tapes prior to preparing trans­
cripts to be given to the HJC 

There was no attempt to enhahce the audibility of the tapes 
in order to assist in the preparation of transcripts delivered to 
the HJC . In one or two cases, copies were made at a higher copy­
ing speed because this minimized the machine noises on the copies. 
(5 /6/74 , 28-29) 

Preparation of the transcripts submitted to the HJC 

Buzhardt states the best effort was made to obtain the ma­
terial from t he tapes. The tapes were gone over by more than one 
person, including Hauser, Shepard, St . Clair and Buzhardt. If a 
secretary couldn't make everything out, she would get the most she 
could off the tape, leaving blanks and someone else--Buzhardt, 
Hauser, St. Clair or Shepard--would go back over the tape in its 
entirety. 

In each case where there is an inaudibility reflected on 
the transcript, a WH l awyer reviewed that portion to determine 
that it was inaudible. Buzhardt does not recall instances where 
the person making a transcription would include words in the trans­
crip~ which were subsequently omitted from the transcript given to 
the HJC because it was felt those word~ could not properly be 
heard on the tape. Buzhardt does recall there were ~.;ords where other 
words were substituted, but it was in the judgment of the person 
listening in the final analysis. 

There was no discussion about the policy of indicating how 
long an inaudible portion was. The length of inaudibility is not 
reflected in the transcript. To the best of Buzhardt's recollec­
tion, all the inaudibles were shorter than a minute. 

Buzhardt states after reviewing tapes he concluded that the 
lower the voice--in terms of frequency range--the more distortion 
on the tape. Nixon hesitates in conversations and frequently 
y!hen the machines start back up, there is a noise at the beginning, 
after stopping and starting again, that makes it impossible to 
hear the first two syllables spoken after the gap. (5/6/74, 29-
32, 53-56) 

Review of the transcripts submitted to the HJC 

One of the secretaries would prepare a transcript and then 
one of the White House attorneys would review her work by listening 
to the tape and comparing the tape against the transcript. There 
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were several reviews after that stage. There ,V'as one review to 
mark all of the expletives. There ,'las a review for matters of 
taste, characterizations, etc. Buzhardt suspects there were some 
transcripts reviewed by more than one attorney--this varied as it 
was largely a function of time. 

There was no standard practice of re-reviewing but Buzhardt 
is sure he did listen to some himself where the tape was very dif­
ficult and where there were a large number of unintelligibles. This 
satisfied Buzhardt that the Nhite House was getting as much as could 
be gotten off the tapes. 

Buzhardt did not review all the transcripts to determine 
that each of the transcripts represented the maximum amount of sub­
stance that could be gleaned from the tapes. A group of people-­
Hauser, Shepard, Buzhardt and in some cases St. Clair--performed 
the second review. Buzhardt determined ,V'hich attorney would con­
duct the second review, depending on the workload. (5/6/74, 32-36) 

It is Buzhardt's understanding that Nixon reviewed the trans­
cripts. Nixon made the decisions, based on recommendation of coun­
sel, as to what went in and what went out. The President did not 
make any changes in the text that Buzhardt knows of. (5/6/74, 66) ----
Haldeman 's March 21, 1973 telephone logs 

Buzhardt recalls he first focused on Haldeman's logs for 
March 21, 1973 in early 1974 in connection with a request from 
the WSPF or the FBI. (5/6/74, 36-38) 

Pursuant to an agreement on attorney-client privilege 
worked out bet,V'een St. Clair and Ben-Veniste, Buzhardt states that 
he did not have a conversation with Nixon concerning Haldeman's 
telephone logs for Barch 21,1973. (5/10/74,8) 

Deletions from transcripts provided to the HJC--"Material unrelated 
to Presidential Actions" 

This phrase was used to designate those materials that 
\V'ere decided or it was decided should not be included. Buzhardt 
thinks that if there was an admission in any way by a defendant 
or potential defendant, that that would not be deleted. Buzhardt 
thinks at one time he Sdw d:l.:l. U.L ur had an awareness of what each 
deleted portion was. To the best of Buzhardt's recollection, the 
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material that is deleted does not contain any statement which may 
be an admission by any person discussing the Watergate matter 
with the President . Buzhardt does not think that any material 
which might be exculpatory was deleted. (5/6/7 4 , 42-45) 

Reviewing tapes on November 14, 1973 

19. 

Sometime during the evening of November 14, 1973, Buzhardt 
had a conversation with Powers at which Buzhardt first mentioned 
to Powers there might be a gap on the June 20 tape. Buzhardt did 
not, to his recollection, tell Powers that the gap was in either 
the Ehrl i chman or Haldeman portion of the June 20 tape. BuzharC!t 
was aware that the gap was in the Haldeman conversation and he had 
concluded that portion was not subject to the subpoena. In light 
of this, Buzhardt does not believe he could have told Powers the 
gap was in either the Ehrlichman or Haldeman conversation. 

Buzhardt believes his c onversation with Po.vers about what 
~ras included in the subpoena preceded their listening to the gap. 
Buzhardt does not recall the discussion with Powers. Buzhardt re­
calls he and PO'-'7ers discussed the subpoena and one of the v-1SPF memos 
filed in support of the subpoena. When Buzhardt looked at the sub­
sequent viSPF memorandum, i ·t raised a question in Buzhardt' s mind 
as to whether the Haldeman conversation was subpoenaed. (He had 
previously concluded the Haldeman conversation was not subpoenaed.) 
(5/6/74 , 46-52) 

Revie,-"ing March 21, 1973 tape 

Buzhardt thinks he worked on the March 21 tape. Powers 
and Buzhardt reviewed transcripts of the tapes supplied to the 
WSPF and the Grand Jury. Buzhardt states that it is probable 
that he reviewed the March 21 transcript from start to finish. 
Buzhardt thinks Powers may have also reviewed the March 21 trans­
cript. Buzhardt states they started with the notes Woods typed 
earlier and went from there. Buzhardt does not recall who typed 
the final version. Buzhardt states they marked up ~voods' version . 
The WSPF has not received Woods' transcript of the March 21 meeting. 
(5/6/74, 56-59) 

Buzhardt was denied permission to turn over to the Grand 
Jury ~voods' original transcripts of the first subpoenaed conversa ­
tions, including the notes later put on the transcripts. The 
grounds ~Tere that the transcrip·ts contained working notes of the 
Counsel's office and others. (5/10/74, 6-8) 
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March 21, 1973 transcript supplied to the HJC 

20. 

To the best of Buzhardt's knowledge, the only revisions 
made to the transcript of the March 21, 1973 meeting in connection 
with the Submission to the HJC were "expletives deleted." 
(5/6/74, 59-69) 

February 28, 1973 meeting between Nixon and Dean 

Buzhardt listened to this tape. This is one of the items 
for which there is a partial transcript submitted to the HJC. Buz­
hedrt does not recall hearing a high pitched noise for 4-5 seconds 
on this tape. (5/ 6/74, 61-62) 

Decision to furnish transcripts rather than tapes to the HJC 

Buzhardt does not know when the decision was made to fur­
nish transcripts instead of trying to work something out with the 
tapes. Buzhardt has worked on this since March 1974. (5/6/74, 65-
65) 

[B'Jzhardt has no notes that would indicate to him what tapes he 
listened to beyond those requested by the HJC. Buzhardt is not 
a' . .;a?:e of any search being made to determine whether the tapes 
covered by the WSPF subpoena are i n existence. ( 5/10/74, 9-11)] 

, 




