
NATIONAL HURRICANE CENTER

TROPICAL CYCLONE FORECAST VERIFICATION -1979

GENERAL SAMPLE -ALL STORMS, ALL FORECASTS

FORECAST
TYPE

FORECAST PERIOD

Initial
Position 12hr 24hr 36hr 48hr 72hr

(Displacement errors in nautical miles, number of cases in parentheses)

OFFICIAL 18

(156)
40

(146)
84

(138)
155

(98)
234

(83)
-

(0)

NHC67 19
(128)

45
(126)

86
(112)

129
(98)

158
(84)

256

(67)

NHC72 19
(153)

46

(151)
83

(136)
128

(120)
197

(106)
295

(89)

HURRAN 17
(101)

39
(100)

79
(92)

109
(84)

142
(74)

185
(62)

CLIPER 19
(155)

45
(153)

89

(137)
131

(121)
245

(89)
171

(106)

NHC73 17
(62)

39
(61)

80
(53)

128
(46)

155
39)

266
(32)

SANBAR 18
(74)

49
(73)

97

(65)
139

(56)
197

(49)
316

(41)

MFM 12
(21)

90
(20)

116
(17)

136
(16)

57
(21)

-
(0)



NATIONAL HURRICANE CENTER

TROPICAL CYCLONE FORECAST VERIFICATION -1979

Homogeneous Sample of Official Forecasts with Models Available for
Same Synoptic Time

Initial
Postion

12hr 24hr 48hr 72hr

72
(53)

Official 17
(61)

36
(57)

132
(36)

190
(30)

NHC67 42 81 159 262

NHC72 42 75 178 291

HURRAN 39 80 138 180

40 152 213CLIPER 77

Number of cases are in parenthesesErrors are in nautical miles.



NATIONAL HURRICANE CENTER

TROPICAL CYCLONE FORECAST VERIFICATION-

B,D,E,F,H)Homogeneous Sample (Storms

Comparison of Preliminary Forecasts of NHC and NMC with the Official Forecasts

48hr 72hrInitial
Position

12hr 24hr

68

(46)
137
(15)

OFFICIAL 12
(52)

34
(52)

117
(26)

14912 35 68 124NHC

Preliminary

16626 43 84 213NMC

Homogeneous Sample of Official, NHC Prelim., NMC Prelim., and MFM Forecasts

108
(12)

OFFICIAL 11
(15)

28

(15)
52

(14)

11 28 49 124NHC

Preliminary

82 16824 46NMC

Preliminary

92 14310 62MFM

(errors in nautical miles. -number of cases in parentheses)



NATIpNAL HURRICANE CENTER

SUMMARY OF

TROPICAL CYCLONE FORECAST ERRORS

OFFICIAL FORECASTS

(Displacement errors in nautical miles -Number of cases in parentheses)

Initial
Position

12hr 24hr 48hr 72hr

40
(146)

234
(83)

1979 18
(156)

84
(138)

155
(98)

AVERAGE
1970-1978 20

(974)
52

(952)
113

(823)
260

(576)
410

(402)

i8'
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