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Flynn, Jo-
s e p h e 
Marie Pre-
jean. Res-
cuing Re-
gina : The 
Battle to 
Save a 

Friend from Deportation and 
Death.   Chicago Review 
Press : Chicago, IL, USA, 
2011 353 p. 

Regina Bakala, a former 
political activist in the De-
mocratic Republic of Congo 
who suffered terrible conse-
quences for her activism, 
narrowly escaped almost 
certain death in 1995 and 
made it to the United 
States—but not to safety. 
After living in America for a 
decade—during which time 
she reunited with her hus-
band and had two children—
immigration officials took 
Bakala one evening in 2005. 
A victim of poor legal repre-
sentation and a cruel immi-
gration system, she faced an 
extraordinarily difficult and 
complex case with few ave-
nues for legal action. The 
book makes intensely per-
sonal two problems that are, 
to most Americans, impossi-
bly abstract: the political 
turmoil in the Congo and the 
U.S. immigration system. The 
author explains the situation 
in a way that makes the 
plight of all immigrants, refu-
gees and asylum seekers 
clear and understandable.  

 

 

G o u l d , 
Lewis L. 
1968 : The 
E l e c t i o n 
T h a t 
C h a n g e d 
A m e r i c a 
(2nd Edi-

tion).  Ivan R. Dee: Blue 
Ridge Summit, Philadelphia, 
2010, 177 p. 

The race for the White House 
in 1968 was a watershed 
event in American politics. In 
this brilliantly succinct narra-
tive analysis, Lewis Gould 
shows how the events of 
that tumultuous year 
changed the way Americans 
felt about politics and their 
national leaders; how Repub-
licans used the skills they 
brought to Richard Nixon's 
campaign to create a gen-
eration-long ascendancy in 
presidential politics; and 
how Democrats, divided and 
torn after 1968, emerged as 
only crippled challengers for 
the White House throughout 
most of the years until the 
early twenty-first century. 

Bitterness over racial issues 
and the Vietnam War that 
marked the 1968 election 
continued to shape national 
affairs and to rile American 
society for years afterward. 
And the election accelerated 
an erosion of confidence in 
American institutions that 
has not yet reached a con-
clusion. In his lucid account, 
Mr. Gould emphasizes the 
importance of race as the 
campaign's key issue . 

W i no g r ad , 
Morley. Mil-
l e n n i a l 
Makeover : 
How a New 
Generation 
Is Remaking 
America     

New Brunswick, NJ,: Rutgers 
University Press: New Bruns-
wick, NJ, 2008, 331 p  

“Which path the United 
States ultimately takes will 
be determined by the Millen-
nial Generation’s willingness 
to engage in a vast civic en-
deavor to remake America 
and its institutions and the 
willingness of the rest of the 
country to follow its lead.” 
This bold statement opens 
Millennial Momentum, the 
follow up to Millennial Make-
over, which successfully pre-
dicted the political potential 
of the “Me” generation—
Americans born between 
1982 and 2003—to effect 
change in the 2008 election. 
That title was included in the 
New York Times’ ten favorite 
books that year. 

Due to their accurate predic-
tion of the Millennials to 
mobilize and affect the elec-
tion of Barack Obama in 
2008, Winograd and Hais 
have become the leading 
authorities on predicting the 
potential of what they call 
the next “civic generation” in 
America. 

Hais and Winograd’s meth-
odology includes survey 
data, personal interviews, 
a n d  p o p u l a r  t e x t s . 
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