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and the security of, the 16th 
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mid-1850s, until his murder 

in April of 1865.   In the past, 

most of the reported plots 
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coln as he passed through 

Baltimore en route to his, 

inauguration in1861. Hatch 

marshals convincing evi-

dence that not only was the 

Baltimore plot real, but that 

there were in fact a number 

of conspiracies to kill the 

president, and reminds us of 

a very underreported inci-

dent in which Lincoln was 

definitely shot at while riding 

through Washington. 

Why Boys 

Fail : Saving 

Our Sons 

from an 

Educational 

S y s t e m 

That's Leav-

ing Them 

B e h i n d . 

Whitmire, Richard and Rhee, 

Michelle. Saranac Lake, NY: 

AMACOM Books,2011 256 

p.  

The signs and statistics are 

undeniable: boys are falling 

behind in school. Contrary to 

conventional wisdom, the 

biggest culprits are not video 

games, pop culture, or fe-

male-dominated schools 

biased toward girls. The real 

problem is that boys have 

been thrust into a bewilder-

ing new school environment 

that demands high-level 

reading and writing skills 

long before they are capable 

of handling them. 

Lacking the ability to com-

pete, boys fall farther and 

farther behind. Eventually, 

the problem gets pushed 

into college, where close to 

60% of the graduates are 

women. In a time when even 

cops, construction foremen, 

and machine operators need 

post-high school degrees, 

that’s a problem. 

T e a c h i n g 

and Its Pre-

dicaments. 

C o h e n , 

David K. 

Cambridge, 

MA: Har-

vard Univer-

sity Press, 

2011. 249 p. 

Ever since Socrates, teach-

ing has been a difficult and 

even dangerous profession. 

Why is good teaching such 

hard work? 

In this provocative, witty, and 

sometimes rueful book, 

David K. Cohen writes about 

the predicaments that teach-

ers face. Like therapists, 

social workers, and pastors, 

teachers embark on a mis-

sion of human improvement. 

They aim to deepen knowl-

edge, broaden understand-

ing, sharpen skills, and 

change behavior. One pre-

dicament is that no matter 

how great their expertise, 

teachers depend on the co-

operation and intelligence of 

their students, yet there is 

much that students do not 

know. To teach responsibly, 

teachers must cultivate a 

kind of mental double vision: 

distancing themselves from 

their own knowledge to un-

derstand students’ thinking, 

yet using their knowledge to 

guide their teaching. Another 

predicament is that although 

attention to students’ think-

ing improves the chances of 

learning, it also increases 

the uncertainty and complex-

ity of the job. 

The circumstances in which 

teachers and students work 

make a difference. Teachers 

and students are better able 

to manage these predica-

ments if they have re-

sources—common curricula, 

intelligent assessments, and 

teacher education tied to 

both—that support responsi-

ble teaching. Yet for most of 

U.S. history those resources 

have been in short supply, 

and many current account-

ability policies are little help. 

With a keen eye for the mo-

ment-to-moment challenges, 

Cohen explores what 

“responsible teaching” can 

be, the kind of mind reading 

it seems to demand, and the 

complex social resources it 

requires. 
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