
SlAve LAbor
CoMMeMorATive

MArker
to acknowledge the role of slave labor in the 
construction of the United States Capitol

From the time the Capitol’s cornerstone was set in 1793 
until the issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, 
enslaved laborers performed many skilled construction jobs, 
such as quarrying the stone that comprises many of the 
Capitol’s floors, walls, and columns.  

The marker is comprised of a block of sandstone that was 
quarried from Aquia Creek in Virginia. It was once a part of the 
East Front portico, which was completed in 1826. The stone is 
presented in reverse position to feature its original chisel marks.
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