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Say, did you raise the question with the
Presi dent on, on, uh, Colson as a
consul tant ?

No, | didn't.

Was that sonebody [unintelligible]?
It was -the thought was --

[Unintel ligible]

well [unintelligible] it's a consultant
wi t hout doi ng any consulting - Yeah.

He wanted it [unintelligible]

He wants it for continued protection on,
uh- -

Solely for the purposes of, of executive
privilege protection. So that--

One of those things that's kept down in the
personnel office, and nothing's done on it.

*The quotation marks used in this transcript
are for convenience and do not indicate
verbati m quotation by the speaker.
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDFJW

What happens to Chapin?

Wel |, Chapin dosen’t have quite the sane
probl ens appearing that Colson wll.

Yeah but -you have the same, you, you have
t he sane probl ens as Chapi n appearing versus
Col son.

U411, can't -That woul d be such an obvi ous
fraud to have both of them as consultants,
that that won't work. | think he's right.
Uh, you'd have to | eave Chapin --

Vll, you can't make Chapin a consultant, |
-we've already said he's not,

Yeah.

Yeah.

| cause we wanted the separation. The
guestion is, if he -are, are you then, going
to let As of now, the way they have
interpreted executive privilege, is that you
are not going to let Chapin testify,

Anybody.

because it applies to executive privilege
but

[Unintel Iigible]

by the former people in relation to matters
while they were here.
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DEAN:

HAL DEVAN

DEAN:

And the problemarea is that Chuck --
That sanme thing would apply to Col son

Vell, yes, if Chuck were truly going to be
doing nothing fromthe, this day on.

That's right. He's concerned about what
he's doi ng. Col son's concerned about what
he's doing fromnow on, and he would apply
the consulting thing to what, to if he were
call ed regardi ng actions taken now

That's right.
that relate to Watergate acti ons.

Probably 'cause, because [unintelligible] he
will be out stirring up, you know, uh,
counter-news attacks and things of this
nature and --

Jesus Christ. |Is he supposed to do that and
be consulting with the President on it?

No, no. But he's consulting, uh, it's a,
you know, w de open consultantship. It
doesn't nean he consults with you.

Your idea was just to put this in the
drawer, in case [unintelligible]

Put it in the drawer, and then
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HALDEMAN
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Not decide it.
Uh, it would be a consultant w thout pay.

|"d even tell Chuck that, uh, that, well,
just tell Chuck sonet hing,

Better not tell Chuck. Chuck's
[unintel l'igible]

is, there is something in the drawer. And
just say we --

There is no reason to tell Chuck is there?
Wiy -1 would, | would tell himthat, uh, for
-he's not to say anything, frankly.

The point would be to date it back | ast
Saturday, so it, it's continuous.

Cont i nuous.

That, that is his consultant fee stopped,
for the present tinme, but he's still
avai |l abl e for purposes of consulting on
vari ous problens and the |ike.

Ri ght .
Unpai d consul tant?
Yes.
[ Laught er ]
We have sone of those.
Good ones.
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That's right.

Well, uh -What are the | atest devel opnents
Bob shoul d get sonething on?

Yeah. Uh -

Before going into that uh, uh, | was

wondering on that, on that, [unintelligible]
j ackassery about sonme kid who was in
filtrati ng peace groups, which of course is
perfectly proper. Christ, | hope they were.
| woul d hope, | would expect we were heavily
infiltrated that way, too.

The only, the only problemthere, M.
President, is that --

Did he get paid?
Uh, he was paid, uh --
By check?

Uh, he was paid by personal check of another
person over there who, in turn, was taking
it out of expense noney. Uh, when the
ultimate source of the noney -as best, as
qui ckly as we've been able to trace it -was
pre-April 7'" money. Unh, there, there could
be sonme potential enbarrassnment for Ken
Reitz, uh, along the way.

Oh.  Working for him
-5-



DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

So heis -But I, I, I think it's a confined
situation. Gbviously it's something that's
going to conme up with the Ervin hearings,
but, uh, it's not, not another new

Li ddy- Hunt, uh, operati on.

Well, it's such a shit-ass way to think
Oh, it is.

For Christ sake

It is.

| nmean, uh, what, what happened to the kid?
Did he just, uh, decide to be a hero?

That's right. He apparently chatted about
it around school, and the word got out, and
he got confronted with it and he knew he'd
chatted about it, so there he was. |It's,
uh, absurd; it really is. He didn't do
anything illegal. Uh-

[Unintelligible].Apparently you haven't been
able to do anything on ny

But | have, sir --
proj ect of take the offensive
No, to the contrary.
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based on Sul livan.
No, uh -
Did you kick a few butts around?

Uh, | have all of the information that we
have finished -that we've collected. There
is sone there, and, uh, |'ve turned it over

to Baroody. Baroody is having a speech
drafted for Barry Goldwater. And there's
enough material there to nmake a rather
sensational speech just by: ""Way in the
hell isn't sonmebody | ooking into what
happened to President N xon when, during his
canpai gn | ook at these events. How do you
expl ain these? Where are the answers to

t hese questions?' " Unh, there's enough of a
thread, |'ve--

Doubl e st andard.

Yeah, and I've, I've pulled all the
i nformation- -

Al so, the Senator then should al so present
it to the, uh, to the Ervin Comm ttee and
demand that that be included.

Aletter -
He |s a Senator,
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PRESI DENT:

VWhat |' m working on now
a senator

is aletter to Senator Ervin saying, "This
has conme to ny attention, and why shouldn't,
uh, why shouldn't this be a part of the
inquiry?"" And he can spring out of '64 and
then quickly to '72. And, and we've got a
pretty good speech, uh, Baroody tells ne, if
we can get out our material.

Good.
Soit'sinthe mll.

Good. [Unintelligible] friends have you got
[unintel ligible]

That's right.
Thank God.

Wiy has there never been [unintelligible]
cone up and did it before?

Just wasn't enough stuff. They couldn't get
anybody to pay any attention. For exanpl e,
the investigations were supposed to have
been taken for the thirty-four mllion-odd
contributed to McGovern in small Ch Chri st,
there's a |l ot of hanky-panky in there, and
the records used on it are just too bad to
find out anyt hing.
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That's one of the problens that he has--

That's the problem and can that be an
i ssue?

That will be an issue. That we have -There
is a crew working that, also.

Do you need any IRS [unintelligible] stuff?
Uh Not at the --
Wul d you care for sone coffee?

No, thank you, I'mfine. Unh, there is no
need at this hour for anything fromIRS, and
we have a couple of sources over there that

| can go to. | don't have to fool around
with Johnnie Walters or anybody, we can get
right in and get what we need.

Talk to Elliot Gonpers [phonetic].

|"ve, |'ve been preparing the, uh, the
answers for the briefing book and | just
raised this with Ron, uh. It's ny
estimation, for what it's worth, that
probably this week will draw nore Watergate
guestions than any other week you're likely
to see, uh, given the G ay hearings, the new
revel ati ons about they're not new, but

t hey' re now substanti ated -about Kal nbach
and Chapin that have been in the press.
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To the effect of what? They--

That Chapin directed Kal mbach to pay
Segretti, the alleged saboteur, sonewhere
between thirty-five and forty thousand
dollars. Uh, there is an awful |ot of that
out in the press now.

Yeah

There is also the question of Dean
appeari ng, not appearing -Dean's role..
There was nore stories in the Post this
nmorni ng that are absolutely inaccurate, Un,
about ny turning information over to the
Re-el ection Conmttee for uh, uh -some wonman
over there, Ms. Hoback, signed an
affidavit, gave it to Birch Bayh, said that
| was, uh, brought into Mardian's, Bob
Mardian's office within forty-ei ght hours
after a private interviewl|l had with the
Bureau, and confronted with it. How did
they know that? Well, it came frominterna
sources over there, is how they knew it

Fr om what ?

Internal sources -this girl had told others
that she was doing this, and they just told,
uh, just quickly filled her to the top when
she was out on her own.

(Unintel ligible]
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DEAN:
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DEAN:

She did. Said we had two or three of those.
Wiy did she do that? Was she mad?

She's a regi stered Denocrat.

Wiy did we take her in?

"Il -To this day, | do not understand what
she was doing. And she was --

Who was she working for?
She worked in Stans' operation.
[Unintelligible] that was a bright nove.

it wasn't a good nove. He had -in fact,

t hat was one of our problens, was the, uh,
the little pocket of wonen that worked for
Maury Stans. No doubt about it, that was
t hi ngs woul d have sailed a | ot snoot her

wi t hout that pack. Not that they had

anyt hing that was devastati ng.

Yeah. Well, now, with regard to the
guestions, and so forth, sure, uh, it would
be ny opinion, though, not to, not to dodge
it just because there are going to be
guesti ons.

Well, it's going to be -You' re probably
going to get nore
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PRESI DENT:

guestions this week. And the tough
questions. And sone of themdon't have easy
answers. For exanple, did Hal deman know
that, uh, there was a Don Segretti out
there? That question is, is likely.

Did he? | don't know.

He had, he had know edge that there was
sonebody in the field doing prankster-type
activities.

Uh huh.

Uh --

So | don't know that. [Unintelligible]

So at this -1 nean that's the other thing --

Yes, but what about, what about ny taking,
uh, basically, just trying to have to fight
this thing at one tinme. | can fight it
later, but it's not going to get any better.
| don't think that the way to get into this,
did he know or not, | think the thing to say
"This is a matter being considered by a
commttee and |I'mnot going to comment upon
it while it's being -1 don't want to get
into the business of taking each charge that
conmes up in the Commttee and com nenting on
it. It is being considered by, and it's
being investigated. |I'mnot going to
comment on it.”
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Well, that's, that's exactly the way |
drafted these. | have kept them general
answer s.

And | just cut themoff. No. [If | start
getting, | think, John, if | start breaking
dawmn —it’s like on the Court thing -the

Wat ergate stuff, |I'mnot going to comment on
it. | know all of these questions. "'l am
not going to comment on that. That's a
matter for the Commttee to determ ne. ™'

Then, I'll repeat the fact that 1, as far as
the Watergate matter is concerned, there was
no know edge there, I amnot going to

comment on anything else. Let the Cormittee
find out. What would you say? You don't
agree?

Well, uh, the bottomline, on, on a draft
that —before | cane over for [laughs] |unch
-was, well, if you have nothing to hide, M.
President, here at the White House, why
aren't you willing to spread on the record
everything you know about it? Wiy doesn't

t he Dean Report be made public? Wiy doesn't
everyone conme out? Wiy does Ziegler stand
out there and bob and weave, and no-conment ?
That's, that's the bottomli ne.

Well, all right. What do you say to that?
vell --
-13-
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You -we are furnishing information. W wll
do sonet hi ng.

| think we -well, of course, we have --
We have cooper at ed.

We have cooperated with the FBI in the
i nvestigation of the Watergate.

That's right.

W will cooperate with the investigation of,
a proper investigation by the Senate.

Right. W will make statenents.
And, indeed, we have nothing to hide.

We have furnished information; we have
nothing to hide. So we have
[unintelligible] have to handle it.

Uh huh.

What el se can we do, really. | mean, we
can't -you see, | can’t be in the position
of basically hunkering down because we got a
| ot of tough questions on Watergate, and not
go out

True.
-14-
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

and, and talk on other issues because
they're going to be, they're enbarrassing.
It's not going to get better. |It's going to
get worse. Do you agree?

That's--1 would agree. | think it's cyclic
somewhat. | think after the Gay thing

t akes one course one way or the other,
there'll be a dead period of news on

Watergate until the Ervin hearings start
agai n.

Yeah.

Uh, this has obviously sparked the news
agai n.

Well, let me just, just run over the
gquestions again. Now, isn't it best, "Wat
about M. Hal deman, M. Segretti, and so
forth." "That's a matter which is being
considered by a Senate conmttee; |'m not
going to comment on it." That's true, isn't
it?

That's correct. That's specifically
[Unintel Iigible]

spelled out in their resolution that they
will--

| am not going to comrent on that one
[unintel ligible] being considered by a
commttee. [Unintelligible] as | have

al ready indicated. Uh, | amjust not going
to cooment on it. You already indicated ny
views on the Watergate thing.
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Did M. Chapin's departure have sonething to
do with his involvenment with Segretti?

No. The answer's "No". And, uh, ""But what
about, uh, what about M. Dean?” M
position is the sane: "W going to be -W
were W' ve been cooperative. W cooperated
with the Justice Departnment, with the FB
conpletely -in trying to, in furnishing
information that was relevant in this
matter. We will cooperate with the

Comm ttee under the rules that | have laid
out in ny st--ny statenent on executive
privilege.” Period. Now what else? Let's
see.

Well, then, you'll get a barrage of
guestions probably on, will you supply, wll
M. Hal deman and M. Ehrlichman and M.

Dean go up to the Conmmittee and testify?

No. Absolutely not.

M. Col son.

No. No.

| think that's -

No. Absolutely not. | No. It isn't a

guestion of, the question is not under
what, uh, or sonebody, or Zegler, or
sonebody had said that, uh, that we, we in
our executive privilege statement it was
interpreted as
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

being that we would not furnish information.
Oh, well. We said we will furnish
information, but we're not going to publicly
testify. That's the position. But, wll

Dean, and all the rest, will they furnish,
you'll furnish information, won't you?
Yes. Indeed | wll.

Yeah. Sure.
Well, | think possibly by the tine--

See, that's what | do. M feeling, John, is
that | better hit it now, frankly, as tough
as it is, and, uh, rather than just let it
build up to where we, we're afraid of these
gquestions and everybody and so forth, and

| et Ziegler get out there and bob and weave
around. | know the easier thing is just to
bug out, but I'd rather hit it now.

You're right. | was afraid for the sake of
debate, 'cause | was having reservations.
And, uh,

| think so.

uh, it is a, it, it's a bullet-biter and you
just got to do it, and, because they're not
going to go away, the questions. Now the
other thing that we tal ked about in
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

the past, and I, | still have the sane
problem is to have sort of a "Well, here it
all is" approach. Unh, if we do that -

And let it al
And let it al
Yeah.

| hang out.
| hang out, uh,

uh, let's say with the Segretti

situation -

| guess, | guess if we were going to do

that, we have passed that point.

We have passed that point plus the fact,
they're not going to believe the truth.
That's the incredible thing.

They won't believe the truth,

t hey don't

even believe when they convicted seven

peopl e.

That's right.
They' Il say,
they' Il say |

That's right.

They will continually try to
say that there is [unintelligible]

"Hal deman did it."
didit.
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

| don't think they' Il get to that point.
They m ght question his political savvy, but
not mne. Not on a matter |ike that.

[ Laughs]. No. Well, the thing on Sullivan
which | have. Sullivan, uh, who as | told
you, and, have been pronpting himand |

said, "Bill, I would like, for my own use,
to have a list of sone of the horribles that
you're aware of."" Well, he hasn't responded
back to nme, but he sent me a not e yesterday
saying that, ""John, | amwlling at any
time to testify to what | know if you want
me to."' What he has, as we al ready know,

has got a certain degree of, uh -it's a,
it's a dynamte situation what he's got

al ready the '68 bugging, the surveill ance
that Gol dwater [unintelligible]

It's not -we [unintelligible] on the '68
buggi ng, that it was ordered, but he doesn't
know whether it was carried out.

That's right. Uh

But at |least he will say that
Yes.

Tell them for exanple, | nean
| would think --

That kind of thing.

VWll, 1've never talked to Bill about this
so it nmust be --
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

|"ve never really gone into detail, because
he's al ways been very up cl ose about it, but
he is-now getting to the point if, if~ 1we
wanted himto do this, sonmeone -and | don't
think the Wite House should do it -should
sit dowmmn with himand really take himover
cross-exam nation of what he does know and,
and how strong it is, what he can, can
substanti at e.

John, who the hell could do it if you don't?

Wll, that's, that's probably -there's no
one. That's the, uh --

That's the problem

That's the problem Now, the other thing
is, if we were going to use a tactic like
this: Let's say in the Gay hearings

[Unintel Iigible]

where everything is cast that, that we're,
we're, that we're the political people and
they're not -that Hoover was above reproach,
which is just not accurate.

Bull shit. Bull shit.

Total bull shit. The, uh, the person who
could, would destroy 1 Hoover's Image is

going to be this man, Bill Sullivan. U,
that's what's at stake there. Also, it's
going to tarnish quite severely, uh--

-20-



PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Sone of the FBI

sone of the FBI. And a forner President.

Fi ne.

Uh, he's going to lay it out, and he, it's
just all hell is going to break | oose once
he does it. It's going to change the

at nosphere of the Gray hearings. |It's going

to change the whol e at nosphere of the
WAt er gat e heari ngs.

Not rmuch.

Now t he ri sk

How w Il it change, John?

How wi Il it change? Because it'll put them

in context that, that, uh, a governnent
institute was used in the past for the nost
flagrant political purposes.

Hoow does that help us?
How does it help us?

|"m being, |"mjust being --
Yeah, |, | appreciate what you are doi ng.
Red herring. |Is that what you nean?
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

Yes. It's a, it's ared herring. It's what
the public already believes. |[It’s just that
peopl e would just, | would say react, that,
oh Christ, nore of that stuff. Uh, they're
all, you know, they're all bad down there.
Because it's a one way street right now --

[Unintel ligible]
Par don.

Do you think the press would use it? They
may not play it.

It'd be difficult not to. Uh, it'd be
difficult not to.

Wiy is it that Sullivan'd be willing to do
this?

| think the, the quid pro quo with Sullivan
is that he wants sonmeday back in the Bureau
very badly.

That' s easy.
That's right.

Do you think after he did this to the Bureau
that they'd want hi m back? "They,” if there
is a''they."'

Uh, probably not. But | think that, uh, he
coul d al so possibly do -Wat, what Bil
Sullivan's desire in life
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

is, is to set up a national, or donestic
national security intelligence system a
pl an, a program He says we're deficient.

Uh, we've never been ef--, efficient, since
Hoover |ost his guts several years ago. |If
you recall, he and Tom Huston worked an it.

Uh, Tom Huston had your instruction to go
out and do it. Then the whole thing just
crunbl ed.

Do you think Hoover woul d have cooperated?

That's all Sullivan really wants. Even if
we just put himoff studying it for a couple
of years, we could put himout in the ClA or
sone place el se where he felt --

Put himthere; we'll do it.

| think that's what the answer is. |'ve
never really--

No problemw th Sullivan. W'Il put him-I
mean, he's a valuable man. Uh, now, would
the FBI then turn on him piss on hinf

There woul d be sone effort at that. That's
right, they would say he's disgruntled. He
was canned by Hoover. He is angry, he's
com ng back. But that would kind of, |
woul d think a lot of that would be lost in
the, uh, in the shuffle of what he is laying
out. | don't knowif he's given nme his best
yet. | don't know if he's got nore
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

anmmunition than [unintelligible] he has
already told nme. Those were just a couple
of f-the-cuff remarks.

And that's why you said that -Wy do you
think he is nowtelling you this? Wiy is he
doing this now?

Well, the way it came out is, when I, when
the Tinme Magazine article broke on the fact
that it charged that the Wite House had
directed that newsnmen and White House staff
peopl e be, uh, subject to sone sort of
surveillance for national security reasons,

| called, in tracking down what had
happened, | called Sullivan and | said,
""Bill, you' d better cone over and talk to
me about that and tell ne what you know "" |
was calling-himto really determne if he
was a | eak. That’'s one of the reasons.

was curious to know where this m ght have
conme from because he was the operative man
at the Bureau at the tine. He s the one who
didit. Uh, he would not, you know, he cane
over and he was shocked and, uh, distraught,
and, and the like [unintelligible) his own,
uh, uh, his own [unintelligible] [|aughs]
frankly, uh, and then, and after going

t hrough his explanation of all what had
happened, he started volunteering this other
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

NOTE:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

thing. He said, "John, what, this is the
only thing I can think of during this

Adm ni stration that has any taint of
political use but it doesn't really bother
me 'cause it was a national security

pur pose. These people worked --there was
sensitive material that was getting out, was
getting out to reporters.”

[Unintel ligible] what we ordered?
That's right

O course, [unintelligible] the stuff was
i nvolved in the God dammed Vi et nam War

That's right.
That's what it was.

At this point, a portion of the discussion
has been del et ed.

But he said, "John, what does bother nme is
that you all have been portrayed as
politically using—=

And we never did.

And we never have. He said the E senhower
Adm nistration didn't either. The only
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DENT
and DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

Never .

times that he can recall that there has been
a real political use has been during
Denocratic tenure. | said, "For exanple,
Bill, what are you tal king about?"' Then he
told ne this exanple of, of, uh, the Walter
Jenkins affair, when DelLoach

Yeah.
and, and Fortas, and --

[Unintel I'igible]

The Kennedys, the Kennedys used it, let ne
say, politically on that steel thing.

That's right

That was not, that was not a nati onal
security, was it?

No. Now I asked, uh, | asked sonebody about
that and they told ne that what happened
there is that, uh they were being defensive
of Kennedy, and so that the person who woul d
def end Kennedy necessarily -was saying that
Kennedy had gi ven Hoover orders and Hoover,
being typical in his response, tried to get
it yesterday as far as the answer
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

for the President. And that's why he sent
people out in the mddle of the night and
the blanme really fell on Hoover. And, and
this mght be [unintelligible]-over there
t hough, who knows.

[Unintel ligible]
Well, that's right.
It's still wong.
That’s right. Sure.

Good God. Can you inmagine if sonebody
-steel conmpany that had raised hell about,
uh, or an autonobil e conpany, about,
sonething, silly thing, Ruckel shaus does,
and we send FBI agents out to arrest? Jesus
Christ, now. Does he know about the buggi ng
of Martin Luther King?

Yep.

| wonder if he'd tell that, that woul d be
good.

| think he would tell everything he knows.
You do?

Uh huh. That's why I'm saying he is, he is,
he is a tremhe's a bonb. Uh, now the fact
is --
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DEAN:

You really have to keep telling --

well, if that's, that's the, the real
problemis, howit's structured, how can it
be done. Uh, he sent ne this note and |
called up and | said, ""Bill, | appreciate
getting that note very nuch."" | said, "'It
takes a lot of guts to send a note |ike that
to me."" And he said | said, "It's kind of a
pl easure to see a man stand up, blowng a
little snmoke up himand the like." Uh, he
said, "Well, John, | nean it. | am
perfectly willing to do anything you want.
If you want me to go up and testify, |
will." 1 said, "Well, how nuch, you have
just given nme sone tidbits that you, in our
conversation and | would really like to
agai n repeat: Can you put together what you
do know, just for your own use right now,
just put it together on a pad, go through
all your recollections; and then al so tel

me how you can substantiate it, and, what

ki nd of cross-exam nation you m ght be
subject toon it if you did testify.” So he

is doing that. Now, the question |'ve, |'ve
had is, howin the world can we program
sonething like this? The, wa--1, | just have

a feeling that it would be bad for one Bil
Sullivan to quietly appear up on, uh, on
sone Senator's doorstep, and say, "l've got
sonme i nformati on you ought to have." "Well,
where did you get
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

it? Wiere -why are you up here?" "The Wite
House sent ne." That would be bad. The
other thing is, maybe this information could
be brought to the attention of the Wite
House, and the Wi te House could say to the,
uh, to, uh, Eastland, "I think you ought to
call an executive session and hear his
testinmony. This is quite troubl esone, the
informati on that has been presented to us.
It's so troubl esone, we can't hold it here
and hope to, uh, and rest confortable.”

Way, why on the other hand doesn't he just
present it to Eastland? | mean, uh -Wy
executive session? That doesn't serve --

Well it would, one, because you're trying
-The first approach would be not to destroy
the Bureau, not to tarnish the nane. It's
going to |l eak out of there, though, quite
obviously. If it doesn't, we'd make sure it
did. Uh [coughs] If, if, uh, Sullivan went
up to Eastland cold and just said, or

Hruska, | would think they would say, "Go on
back down to the Departnment of Justice where
you work, and let's not start all this."

Suppose another thing, Patrick Cray says to
either Eastland or to, or to Hruska or
anybody on that Conmittee Who is the tiger
on the Commttee on our side, on the
Commttee, the Judiciary Conmttee?
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

Cook's --
[Unintel ligible]

Gurney, Gurney has been good. Qurney was
good during the ITT hearings, and he -he'l
study, he'll get prepared. Uh --

But, would he go after the Bureau?
[Unintel ligible]

They're not going after the Bureau. What
they are doing is, they're taking the

testi mony of sonebody who is going after the
Bur eau.

Yeah. | know that. [|'mjust thinking of
the --

Yeah.

They all | ook down the road and see what
woul d be the result of what they are doing
is, won't they? I would think so. | nean,

|"mjust trying, how -Wuld they go after
Johnson? Let's |look at the distant future.
Uh, ook at the -How bad would it hurt the
country, John, to have the FBI so terribly
di scredited? [Unintelligible]

[Unintelligible] 1've, 1've, kicked this
around with Dick More, these, these broader
guestions, and, | think it would be damagi ng
to the FBlI, uh, but naybe it's tinme to
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

shake the FBI and rebuild it.
[Unintel ligible]

|'"'mnot so sure the FBI is everything it's
cracked up to be. I, I'mconvinced the FB
isn't everything the public thinks it is.

No.
| know quite well.it isn't.

[Unintelligible] if you could get, uh,
Jerry.Wlson in there rather than a
political appointee. Wat is your feeling
at the noment about Gray? Can he hang in?
Shoul d he? | don't know.

Uh --
Awmful I'y cl ose.

| -they're going to vote this They have an
executive session this afternoon to invite
me to testify.

Sur e.

Uh, there's no question, they're going to
invite ne. Uh, | would say, based an how
handl e the: (1) the formal letter that cones
out of the Committee asking for information,
and | programmed that they do get specific,

j ust
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

what in the hell do they want to know t hat
|"ve got, and lay it out in the letter
that's sent down here asking ne to appear so
| can be responsive, fully --

Respond to the letter.

Respond to the letter in full. 1 think
have, | feel | have nothing to hide, as far
as, uh, the issue they've raised.

Wul d you respond under oath?

| think I would be willing to, yes.

That's what |'d say because that's what | am
preparing in the press thing. 1'Il say
you' || respond under oath in a letter. You
will not appear in a formal session.

That’s, that's our present position.

What if they say, what if they say, "Wuld
he be willing to be questioned under oath?"

That's not what the question is. Yes, I'd
be willing to be questioned under oath, but
we're not going up

No, no. But here?

Oh. | think that would be a hell of a bad
precedent .
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

Ckay. | just wanted to be sure we don't
cross that bridge. | agree. You -but you
woul d respond to witten inter rogatories.

That's right.

That's it. Okay.

Now, uh, after, after that, if we' ve been
responsi ve, their argument for hol ding up
Gray's confirmation based on ne is, should
be gone. Sure, they're going to say it

rai ses nore questions than it answers, but
if we're but that can go on forever. W've
taken the central points they want answers
to, given themthe responses, that puts
sonmething in Eastland' s hand that can say,
""All right, it's tinei it's tine to vote.
And Eastl and says he's got the votes to get
Gray through. Now, but what hai pens on the
Senate Floor is sonething else, 'cause Byrd
i's opposing Gay. Byrd' s got good control
of that Southern bl oc.

Not totally.
No.

Byrd is running for | eader of the whole
Senate. A lot of them may desert himon
this.

But Mansfield, on the other hand, of course,
has cone out
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

and said that he favors, initially he
supported Gray's, uh, confirmation

My feeling is that they would |ike
[unintelligible] I think that they'd like to
have a, an excuse not to do it. Maybe
they' Il use, not you, but all this crap
about hearings [unintelligible]

Well if they say, if they say they have to
hold up Cray's confirmation until the
Wat ergat e hearings are conpleted --

Oh That's great.

That's the vehicle

The best of both worlds for us, John,
That's right.

because Gray, in ny opinion, should not be
the head of the FBI. Not because of any
character or other flaws or thoughtless
flaws, but because he is going to be too
much |i ke Kleindienst. After going through
the hell of the hearing, he will not be a
good Director, as far as we're concerned.

| think that's probably true. He' Il be a,
he'll be a very suspect Director. Not that
| don't think Pat won't do what we want. |,
| read hima little differently than
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Dick in that regard. Like he's stil
keepi ng close touch with ne. He's calling
me. He's given ne his private line. W
talk at night, just haw do you want nme to
handl e this, so and so forth. So he stil
pl ays, playing in tight, and still being
involved. But | think he--

But he couldn't do it.

But he can't do it. He's under, he's going
to be under such surveillance by his own
peopl e' watch every nove he's naking -uh,
that'Il be the difficult thing for Pat. Not
that Pat wouldn't want to still play ball,
but he may not be able to.

| agree. That's what | neant.

Pat has already gotten hinself, hinmself, in
a situation where he's got this Mark Felt as
hi s nunber two man. These other people are
surrounding him If you put a guy like
Jerry Wlson in there he could just, you
know, wi pe this, and say, "Gentlenmen, |'m
putting my own teamin, and |'mgoing to
bring people in I've met around the country
who are good office directors; SAC s out of
Chi cago, " wherever, and just put his own
team together for the, for the Headquarter's
Ofice.

So where do you cone out?
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Gray's already been | ocked into, to major
per sonnel decisions. | wouldn't be
surprised to see [unintelligible] occur if
t hey say, that they cannot go forward with
Gray's hearings because of the Watergate.

Where woul d that be done, John, at what
point in the Committee or on the Floor or

bot h?

It coul d happen.
rst in the, uh, uh, in the
in the Judiciary Conmttee.

voted on fi
Committee,

[Unintel I'igible]

The question is,
be, put on the cal endar by the | eadership.
assunme that that's --

It would certainly be

t hen, whether, uh, it'l]I

The | eadership m ght determ ne that we w |l
not put it on the calendar until after the
Wat er gat e heari ngs.

That's right.
Then we could then, Gay could then cone in

and say | wll

And they' |1

of the FBI,

not wait that | ong.

-when they -you're "This,
you're, this is damaging to the | eadership

and |

based on this."
woul d be to get Gay voted out of the

Committee
Yeabh.
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

with a, with a positive vote, uh, enough to
get himout of Committee, and then | ock him
at |inbo there.

What is Moore's judgnent about Sullivan?
Does he know?

Yeah, he's, uh, uh, he says it's a piece of
dynamite. He says it depends and we both
agree, that it, it -the way it would be done
woul d be a secret, whether it was done.
Whether -this isn't the sort of thing we
could just leap out and do. Have to be very
carefully thought through. Have to be -have
t o-deci de in advance should the Wite House
not be involved or should we be invol ved? If
we're going to play with it, we are going to
probably have to say that we were invol ved
and structure it in a way that there is
not hi ng i nproper with our involvenent.

The difficulty with the White House being
involved is that if we are involved in

pi ssing on Johnson, [unintelligible] that
concerns ne.

That's right.

That's why it really ought to be, | nmean -1f
he coul d just

| suppose the answer is saying, to, to have
him-to say to him
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

[Unintel I'igible]

You' ve got, you know, this is sonething
-"What you've, you've intimated a few things
to me, uh. The proper place to take that
information is to the Senate Judiciary
Commttee or to the Attorney General,
possibly."” And then have Dick take it to
the Conmttee. O is that too close to the
President, still?

First hand, if he takes it to the Commttee,
it's better if the Commttee's conducting a
hearing. [Unintelligible] Wait a nilnute, he
wor ks for the Attorney General, doesn't he.

That's right. |If he takes it to
Kl ei ndi enst, Kleindienst is going to say,
"Bill, just don't do it because you are

going to take DeLoach's nane dawn with it,
and DeLoach is a friend of ours."”

Bul | shit.
Sonet hing | have al ways questi oned.

Nobody is a friend of ours. Let's face it.
Don't worry about that sort of thing.

Well, it's sonething I wll, tag | think
ought to [unintelligible] kick around with
D ck Moore, 'cause --
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

Yeah.

But first of all, I've got to, uh, just have
to be thought through every inch of the way.
It cane here

Sur e.
| ate yesterday afternoon.
Sur e.

It was not -Bob said, uh, when | talked to
him he said he was quite excited about it,
as Ehrlichman said, gave a very favorable
"Uh huh.” Uh, and | said, "Well, I'm not
going to rush anything on this. It's -W've
alittle bonb here that we m ght want to
drop at one

Yeah.
poi nt down the road."
Yeah. Yeah.

Maybe, maybe the forumto do it is sonething
totally out of the Conmittee context between
the Gray confirmation hearings and the

Wat ergat e hearings. Maybe |let himgo over
to U.S. News, or, who knows what it would
be, but we ought to consider every option,
now that we've got it, and see if --
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Rat her than doing it in a hearing, doing it
in the press. Then that will force the
hearing to call him That's another way you
can do on this. Have himbe selected to

G ve an intervi ew

to give an interview. | would do it in U S
News. Do it in [unintelligible] wre
service guy or sonmething. A respected dam
reporter. Why not go to a jackass like

Mol | enhoff? No, he's too close to us.

Well, that's interesting. Now, Ml enhoff
is, is close but by God, you can't program
Mol | enhoff to do anyt hing.

No.
And if, uh

No. And also, we are in a position on

Mol | enhoff, who's been fighting us sone,

t hat maybe, nmaybe Mol | enhoff woul d be a
pretty good prospect for this thing because
it's the kind of a story he | oves, he digs
on sone. You couldn't tell him however, uh
[unintelligible] story part. O Sullivan
just goes to talk to him says, "Wll, now,
hell, you're a hell of a, hell of a guy,
and, uh, | just want to tell you a few

t hi ngs. "
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

or, can you call dark and say -can | cal
Clark and say, "Listen, Cark, a guy has
brought nme a piece of dynamite | don't even
want in the White House”?

He will wite that, though, won't he?

Yeah. Because that'd look like that's a
set-up deal. Well, dark Ml lenhoff is the
first guy to uncover

Yeah.

[unintelligible) anything, and he will say
no way.

But he's willing to do it.

Uh huh.

That's very inportant, at | east.
Uh huh.

Broadens the scope. Cetting to the bottom
of the whole thing, don't you feel that
that's the need here is to broaden the scope
of the dammed thing, instead of --

The focus is right on us. That's the
pr obl em

Yeah. Nothing on the Denocrats, and
not hi ng,

Not hi ng.

not hi ng on what the previous three
Adm ni strations did
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DEAN:
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Not hing. It's making,
Yeah.

well, it, it -of course it's still a
Washi ngton story. You go out of this city

| know.

and you can't find anybody that even knows
what's happening. Although it's increased
in the network coverage. That NBC t hing

| ast night, which is just a travesty as far
as --the very thing Ron was tal king about,
about shabby Journalism They took the
worst edited clips they could, out of
context, to respond to things they would say
on the lead and they would have a little
clip of Ron saying, "Wll, | deny that."'"
And he was denying sonmething totally other

t han what they were tal king about in their
charge. It was incredible. Someone is
goi ng through and putting that all together
ri ght now, and, Ron ought to be able to have
a field day back with that one on NBC. It
was just ver--, it was very, very di shonest
tel evision reporting of a sequence of

events. It was out of sequence.

Well, you see, John -Yeah. | know the
situation. Ervin gets up there and, you
know, gassing around, he was huffing and
puffing about his being a great
Constitutional |lawer and all. | guess it

j ust makes us wonder about our first

deci sion, doesn't it, (unintelligible] about
sending G ay up. Probably a m stake, but
then, we didn't anticipate --
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DEAN:
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

vell --
O you think not. Who knows?

Who knows? That's right. Unh, if you didn't
send himup, why didn't you send himup
Because he was

Right. | know That's what they
That's true.

That's what they -_ You send sonebody el se
up to take themon, not a big clown. You
know what | mean?

Yeah.

| won't even announce any [unintelligible].
| think the problemis, the reason that the
Senate was not [unintelligible] being
reasonabl e was because [unintelligible] a
ot of this stuff hanging out there
[unintelligible] Ervin Commttee.

Well, we, you know, one, one thing is that
|, the saturation |l evel of the American
people on this story is [l aughs] depressing.
Pretty close in fact (laughs] the
saturation level in this city is getting
pretty high now They can't take too nuch
nore of this stuff.

Thi nk not ?
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DEAN: Not hi ng, nothing really newis com ng out.

PRESI DENT: Sonme kid, they said-1 don't think that
anybody, incidentally, will care about
sonebody infiltrating the peace novenent
t hat was denonstrating agai nst the
President, particularly on the war in
Vietnam Do you think so?

DEAN: No.

PRESI DENT: Anyway, | don't care about that. What
happened to this Texas guy that took his
nmoney back? Was he --

DEAN: Al'l hell broke |oose for himafter. This
was Al | en.

PRESI DENT: No, no. Allen -yeah.

DEAN: Al'l en, not Duncan, there were two

PRESI DENT: Not hing to do [unintelligible]

DEAN: [Unintelligible]. Al hell broke |oose for

Allen for this reason: He, uh, uh -The nopney
apparently originally canme out of a
subsidiary of one of Allen's corporations
down in Mexico. It went to a lawer in

Mexi co who put it dawn as a fee billed to
the subsidiary. Then the, then the | awer,

t he Mexican | awer, sent it back into the
States, and it cane back up here. But, the
weakness of
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PRESI DENT:
DEAN:

it is, is, uh, the Mexican | awer: (1)
didn't have a legitimate fee; (2) it could
be corporate contribution. So Allen wanted;
and Allen had personally put a note up with
the corporation to cover it. But Alen is
meanwhi | e having problens with his wife, and
a divorce is pending, and tax problens. So
he --

[Unintelligible].The only problem!| saw
there was where you put it off -lay it off
[unintelligible] the fact that it was being
used for \Watergate.

That's -1 don't know why that went in the
letter. 1, uh -it wasn't used for the
Watergate. That's the, that's the

i nteresting thing.

It wasn't?

No. It was not. \What happened is these
Mexi can checks canme in. They were given to
Gordon Liddy, who said, "Wat do we -why
don't you get these cashed?"" Gordon Liddy,
in turn, took themdawn to this fellow,
Barker, in Florida, and said, ""Wuld you
cash these Mexican checks.'" Uh, and so
that's how they went through Barker's bank
account back in here. They could have been
just as easily cashed at the Riggs Bank.
There was nothing wong [l aughs] with the
checks. Wiy all that rigamarole? It's just
like
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a lot of other things that happened over
there. God knows why it was all done. It
was totally unnecessary, and it was noney
that was not directly involved in the

Watergate. It wasn't a, a wash operation
to, to get noney back in to Liddy, and the
like.

PRESI DENT: Wo is going to be the worst w tness up
t here?

DEAN: Sl oan.

PRESI DENT: Unf ort unat e.

DEAN: Wthout a doubt. He's -

PRESI DENT: He's scared?

DEAN: He's scared. He's weak. He has a, uh, a

conmpul sion to, uh, cleanse his soul by
confession. Now, we're, he's going, we're
giving hima lot of stroking, uh, telling

hi myou' re doing a beautiful job. The funny
thing is, this fell ow goes dowmn to the Court
House here before Sirica, testifies [|aughs]
as honestly as he can testify, and, Sirica

| ooks around and calls hima liar. (Laughs]
He's a sad -Sloan can't win. So Kal nbach
has been dealing with Sloan. Sloan
[unintelligible] as a child. Kal nbach has
done a lot of that. The person that wll
have the greatest problemw th -as a result
of Sloan's testinony is Kal nbach
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

and Stans. So they're working closely with
himto nake sure that he settles down.

Kal nbach will be a good w tness.
Oh yes.
Knowi ng what Kal mbach has been t hrough.

Kal mbach has borne up very well. 1In fact, |
deci ded he may be

Kal mbach, Kal nbach, of course, this is
sonewhat enbarrassing, he is, they say,

| awyer for the President. Well, hell, |
don't need a |awer. He handles that, that
property out there.

He's sensitive on that point. He, uh, over
-he saw a briefing, uh, saw a transcript of
a, of a briefing where Ron was sayi ng,
"Well, he's really not, that's not the right
nomencl ature, this 'personal attorney."

Herb said, "Well, gee whiz. | don't know if
Ron knows what all | do." And | said,
"Herb, well, don't worry about it."

Well, what | neant is that this -1 don't
care about that, but | neant, it's just the
fact that it's played that way, as if he's
in, that | am he's in talking to ne all the
time. | don't ask him[unintelligible]
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| know t hat.

| don't talk to himabout anything. | nean,
| don't know, | see Herb once a year when he
brings the income tax returns.

That's right.

|"m sure that he, he handles that San
Clenente property and all the rest, but
he's, he isn't a lawer in the sense that
nost peopl e have a | awyer.

No, no. Although he didn't even handl e the
estate plan, he's done sone, you know,
dove-tailing onit, like --

Wel |, but anyway, we don't want to back off
of him

No. Anyway he's solid. He's solid.

He will, uh, how does he tell a story when
he gets, [unintelligible]? He's got a pretty
hard row to hoe, he and Stans have.

He'll be good. He's going over every -Herb
is the kind of guy who will check, not once,
not twice, on his story, not three tines,
but probably fifty to a hundred tines.
Literally. He will go over it. He wll
know it. There won't be a hole in it.

He' Il have thought it he, he'll do his own
Q and A He'll be have people
cross-exam ne himfromten ways.

-48-



PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Good.

He will be ready, as John Mtchell wll be
ready, as Maury Stans will be ready.

Yeah.

Uh, it's uh --

Mtchell is now studying, is he?

He is studying., Sloan will be the.worst
witness. | think Magruder will be a good

witness. This fellow, Bart Porter, wll be
a good witness. They' ve already been
through it, they've been through Prand Jury.
They have been through trial. Uh, they did
wel . [Coughs] And then, of course, people
around here

| [unintelligible]
won't be w tnesses.
They won't be w tnesses.
Wwn't be w tnesses.

Hell, no. They will make statenents.
That's -That'll be the line which I think
we've got to get across to Ziegler, in al
of his briefings where he is constantly
sayi hng we
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Wil furnish information. That is not the
guestion. It is howit's to be furnished,
and we wll not furnish it in a fornal
session. That would be to break down the
privilege. Period. Do you agree with that?

| agree. | agree. | have always thought
that's the bottomline, and | think that's

t he good thing about what's happening in the
Gray hearings right now |If we, they send a
letter down with specific questions, | send
back witten interrogatories, sworn. You
know as a, as a | awer, that, uh, you can
handle witten interrog--, interrogatories,
where cross-exam nation is another bal

gane.

| know.

They can -you can make a person | ook |ike
they're inaccurate even if they're, even if
they are trying to tell the truth

"Well now, really, you sh--, you can’t nean
that.” You know, uh, | know -All their
face-making and all that crap. | know,

[unintelligible]. Witten interrogatories
you can --

Can be artfully, accurately answered and
give the full information

[Unintelligible] that there will be tota
and full [unintelligible
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Wel |, what about.the sentencing. Wen the
hell is he going to sentence?

W t hought he was going to sentence | ast
Friday. Un,

| know, you've said that.

no one knows what in the world Sirica is
doing. |It's getting to be a long tine now.
It frankly is.

[Unintel I'igible]

And no one really has a good estimtion of
how he will sentence. There's sone feeling
that he will sentence Liddy the heaviest.
Liddy's already in jail; he's in Danbury.
He wants, he wanted to start serving so he
can get good tinme going. Uh, but Hunt,
he' Il probably be very fair wth.

Why ?
Par don?
Wy? Why Hunt ?

He likes Hunt. He liked Hunt. He thought
Hunt was being open with himand candid, and
Hunt gave a statenment in open court that he
didn't know of any hi gher-ups involved and,
and, uh, Hunt didn't put himthrough the
rigors of
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trial, And Hunt was a beaten man, the |oss
of his wife, uh, was ill, they tried to nove
and have a, himsevered fromthe trial. And
Hunt didn't cause a | ot of problens.

Bi tt man was cooperative, uh. \Wereas Liddy
pl ayed the, played the heavy in the trial.

H s | awer raised all the objections and the
i ke, and enbarrassed, uh, the judge for
sone in-chanbers things he'd said, and --

But Liddy's going to appeal the sentence?

Liddy is going to appeal the decision,uh,
the trial. He will appeal, appeal that.

He will appeal the trial?
Trial -And there's --
He was convi ct ed.

There is an outside chance that this man has
gone, this judge has gone so far in his zeal
to be a special prosecutor --

VWl l, sone of those statenents fromthe
bench --

| ncredi bl e statenents
To me, to nme, incredible.
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Commenting on w tnesses' testinony before

the jury, was just incredible. Incredible.
So he may have, there may be a mstrial.
don't There may be reversible error,
even. | don't know

VWhat about the Cubans?

The Cubans will probably be thought of as
hi red hands, and nowhere near the sentences
of Liddy, |I would think. Uh, not all of
them Barker, uh, the | ead Cuban, may get
nore than the others. [It's hard to say. |
you know, | just don't have any i dea.
Sirica's a strange man. He is known as a
hangi ng judge. Uh --

That's the kind that | want.
That's right. [Laughs]
| under st and.

That's right. He's tough. He, he is tough.
Now, the other thing, Sirica -there was sone
indication that Sirica mght be putting
toget her a panel. They have this system
down there now, based on this infornal
agreenent, where a judge, a sentencing

j udge, convenes a panel of his own to take
advice from If Sirica were being shrewd,
he just mght get hinmself a panel and take

t heir recomendati ons.

-53-



PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

Wien will the Ervin thing be hitting the fan
nost, | mean [unintelligible]

Well, | would say that, uh, uh, the best

i ndi cati ons we have now is public hearings
will probably start about the first of May.
Now, they will, you know, there'll be a big,
probably, bang of interest, initially. W
have no idea how they will proceed yet. W
do have sources to find that out, other than
Baker. Incidentally, Kl eindienst was, was,
had called Ervin again, returned the call.
Ervin is going to see himthis week, uh
with Baker. That's --

Public hearings the first of May. Well,
that'll be a big show. The public hearings,
| woul dn't think, though, | know from

ex--, experience that, ny guess is that, uh,

| they could get through about three weeks
of those and then | think it begins to peter
out sonmewhat. Do you agree?

No, | --

| TT went |onger, but that was a different
thing, and it seened nore inportant.

Wien | told Bob, oh, several nonths ago, |
hope they don't think [unintelligible). He
said the way they coul d have
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PRESI DENT:

t hose hearings and do a masterful job on us*
is to hold one hearing a week on Thursdays,
Thur sday nornings, they cov--, they cover it
live. That way, you' d get |live coverage
that day; you' d get the networks that night;
t he national magazi nes that week; the -get

t he weekend wrap-ups. You could stretch
this thing out for nearly -

We should insist -Qur nenbers of the
Commttee at | east should insist, “Let's get
it over with, and go through five day
sessions, and so forth.”

Yeah. Well, they, you know, they, they're
not that, | don't think they are that

No.
perceptive to, to figure that.

Well, so be it. Thisis a, | nean, |
noticed in the news sunmmary Buchanan was
viewing with alarmthe [unintelligible] the
great crisis in the confidence of the
Presidency, and so forth. [Unintelligible)

the best way --

How nuch?
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Par don?

How rmuch of a crisis? | nean, it'll be,

it'"ll be in a newspaper [unintelligible] but
the point is that every thing is a crisis.

| mean, Christ, we've had -screw around with
this thing for a while [unintelligible]

it"ll be mainly a crisis anong the upper
intellectual types,'the ass holes, you know,
t he

That's right.

soft heads, soft -our awn, too -Republicans,
Denocrats and the rest. Average people
won't think it is much of a crisis unless it

affects them But it'll go on and on and
on.

Well, I think it"Il -1, I, you know, | think
after the Ervin hearings, they are going to
find so nuch there will be sonme new
revelations. Uh, | don't think that, uh,
the thing will get out of hand. | have no

reason to believe it wll.

Ch, yes, there'll be the revelations in, in
Wat ergate. They, they [unintelligible]?
That's the point.

Well, they want to, they want to find out
who - -

who -is there a higher-up?
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| s there a higher up?

They're really, let's face it, after, |
think they are really after, uh, Hal deman.

Hal deman and M tchell .

Mtchell -1 mean, Colson is not a big enough
name for them He really isn't. You know,
he is a thorn in their side, but Colson's
name bot hers them none. So they get Col son.
They're after Hal deman and after Mtchell.
Don't you think so?

That's right. O | bet they'd take
Ehrlichman if they could drag himin but
t hey' ve been unable to drag himin in any
way.

Utimtely, uh, Hal denan, uh, Hal deman"s
problemis Chapin, isn't it?

Bob's problemis, is circunstantial.

What | neant is, |ooking at the
circunstantial, | don't know that
[unintelligible]. On top of that, Bob had
not hi ng, -didn’t know any of those people,
i ke the Hunts and all that bunch. Col son.
did. But, uh, Bob, Bob did know Chapin.

That's right.

Now, what -Now however the hell nuch Chapin
knew |I' ||
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DEAN:

be God dammed, | don't know.

Wel |, Chapin didn't-know anyt hing about the
Wat ergate, and -

You don't think so?
No. Absolutely not.
Did Strachan?

Yes.

He knew?

Yes.

About the \Watergate?
Yes.

Vell, then, Bob knew. He probably told Bob,
then. He nmay not have. He nmay not have.

He was, he was judicious in what he, in what
he rel ayed, and, uh, but Strachan is as
tough as nails. | --

What' Il he say? Just go in and say he didn't
know?

He'll go in and stonewall it and say, "I
don't know anythi ng about what you are
tal king about.” He has already done it
tw ce, as you know, in interviews.
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Yeah. | guess he should, shouldn't he, in
the interests of -Wiy? | suppose we can’t
call that justice, can we? W can't call it
[unintel ligible]

Vell, it, it

The point is, how do you justify that?

It’s a, it's a personal loyalty with him

He doesn't want it any other way. He didn't
have to be told. He didn't have to be
asked. It just is sonething that he found
is the way he wanted to handl e the

si tuation.

But he knew? He knew about Watergate?
Strachan di d?

Uh huh.

1’1l be dammed. Well, that’s the problemin
Bob's case, isn't it. 1It's not Chapin then,
but Strachan. ‘ Cause Strachan wor ked for
hi m

Uh huh. They woul d have one hell of a tinme
provi ng that Strachan had know edge of it,
t hough.

VWho knew better? Magruder?
Wel |, Magruder and Liddy.

Ah -1 see. The other weak link for Bob is
Magruder, too. He having hired himand so
forth.
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That's applies to Mtchell, too.

M tchell --Magruder. Now, where do you see
Col son comng into it? Do you think he knew,
knew quite a bit, I can't | can!t -yet he
could know a great deal about a | ot of other
things and not a hell of a |Iot about this,
but I don't know.

vwell, 1've never --

He sure as hell knows Hunt. That we know.
And was very close to him

Chuck has told ne that he had no know edge,
uh, specific know edge, of the Watergate
incident before it occurred. Unh, there have
been tidbits, that |I have raised with Chuck
| have not played any ganes with him |

said, "Chuck, | have indications -"

Don't play ganes.
| don't. --1 --

You’ ve got to be -the |lawer has got to know
ever yt hi ng,

That's right. And | said, "Chuck, people
have said that you were involved in this,
involved in that, involved in this." And he
said, "I -that's not true,"” and so on and so
forth. Unh, | don't, | think that Chuck had
know edge that sonething was goi ng on over
there. A lot of people around
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here had know edge that somet hi ng was goi ng
on over there They didn't have any know edge
of the details of the specifics of, of the
whol e t hi ng.

You know, that nust, nust be an indication,
t hough, of the fact that, that they had God
dam poor pickings. Because naturally
anybody, either Chuck or Bob, uh, was al ways
reporting to me about what was going on. |If
t hey ever got any information they would
certainly have told nme that we got sone

i nformati on, but they never had a God damm
[laughs] thing to report. What was the
matter? Did they never get anything out of

t he damm t hi ng?

No. | don't think they ever got anything.
It was a dry hole, huh?

That's right.

Jesus Chri st.

Vell, they were just really getting started.

Yeah. Yeah. But, uh, Bob one tinme said
sonet hi ng about the fact we got sone

i nformati on about this or that or the other,
but, I, I think it was about the Conventi on,
what they were planning, | said
[unintelligible]. So I assume that nust
have been MacGregor, | nmean not MacG egor,
but Segretti.
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No.
Bob nust have known about Segretti.

Well, |I -Segretti.really wasn't involved in
the intelligence-gathering to speak of at
all.

Oh, he wasn't?

No, he wasn't, he was out just, he was out--
Who the hell was gathering intelligence?
That was Liddy and his, his outfit.

| see. Apart from Watergate?

That's, well, that's right. That was part
of their whole -Watergate was part of
intelligence-gathering, and this

Well, that's a perfectly legitimte thing.
| guess that's what it was.

What happened is they --

What a stupid thing. Pointless. That was
the stupid thing.

That was incredible. That's right. That's
right.

[Unintelligible] to think that Mtchell and
Bob woul d al l ow, would have allowed this
kind of operation to be in the Commttee.
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| don’t think he knew it was there.

You ki ddi ng?

| don't --

You don't think Mtchell knew about this
t hi ng?

Gh, no, no, no. Don't ms-1 don't think he
knew t hat people -1 think he knew that Liddy
was out intelligence gathering.

Vel | ?

| don't think he knew that Liddy would use a
fellow like McCord, for God's sake, who

wor ked for the Conmttee. | canit believe
that. Uh, you know, that --

Hunt? Did Mtchell know Hunt ?

| don't think Mtchell knew about Hunt
ei t her.

So Mtchell's thing is [unintelligible]
said, "Gee, and | hired this fellow and |
told himto gather intelligence, but | -*
Maybe [unintelligible).

That's right.
Magr uder says the sanme thing?
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Magruder says that -as he did in the trial
-he said, it was, uh, --"Well, of course, ny
name has been dragged in as the guy who sent
Li ddy over there,” which is an interesting
thing. That's a --

[Unintel I'igible]

That's right. They said, well what happened
is --Magruder asked for a | awer -he wanted
to hire ny deputy over there for Ceneral
Counsel and | said, “No way. | can't give
hi mup."

Was Liddy your deputy?

No, Liddy never worked for nme. Uh, there
was this fellow Fred Fi el di ng who works for

me. And | said, "I can"t give himup.” He
sai d, Magruder said, “WII| you find ne a

| awyer?" | said, “I wll be happy to | ook
around.” 1 checked around the Wite House,

Krogh said, "Liddy m ght be the man to do
it, to go over there -he would be a hell of
a good lawer. Unh, he has witten sone
wonder ful |egal opinions over here for ne,

Ri ght .
and | think he is a good | awer."
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Yeah.

So | relayed that to Magruder.

How t he hell does Liddy stand up so well?
He's a strange man, M. President.
Strange or strong, or both?

Strange and strong.

Good.

Uh, he -his loyalty, | think, is just beyond
the pal He's just -nothing.

He hates the other side too.
Oh, absolutely. He's strong. He really is.
Wel |, what about the hang-out thing?

[ Uhknown person enters, receives
instructions fromthe President to take
sonet hing to Hal deman, and | eaves the room ]

Uh, is it too late to, to, frankly, go the
hang-out road? Yes, it is.

| think it is. | think -Here's the -The
hang- out road --
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The hang-out road's going to have to be
rejected. 1, sone, | understand it was
rej ect ed.

It was kicked around. Bob and | and, and,
and - -

| know Ehrlichman always felt that it should
be hang-out. [Unintelligible]

Well, | think I convinced himwhy that he
woul dn't want to hang-out either. There is
a certain domno situation here. |[If sone

things start going, a |lot of other things
are going to start going, and there are
going to be a lot of problens if everything
starts falling. So there are dangers, M.
President. 1'd be less than candid if |
didn't tell you the -there are. There's a
reason for us not -not everyone going up and
testifying.

| see. ©h no, no, no, no, no. | didn't
mean go up and have themtestifying. |
nmeant --

Well | nean just, they're just starting to
hang- out and say here's our, here's our
story --

| nmean putting the story out to PR buddies
somewhere. Here's the story, the true story
about Watergate. [Unintelligible)

They woul d never believe it.
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That's the point.

The point is -the two things they are
wor ki ng on on Watergate --

Who is "they”? The press?

The press --

The Denocrats?

-the Denocrats, the intellectuals --
The Packwoods?

Right. R ght. "They" would never buy it,
uh, as far as (1) Wite House involvenent in
the Watergate which | think there is just
none, uh, for that incident that occurred
over in the Denocratic National Conmttee
Headquarters. People just, here, would -did
not know that that was going to be done. |
think there are sone people who saw t he
fruits of it, but that's another story. |
am tal ki ng about the crimnal conspiracy to,
to go in there. The other thing is that,

uh, the Segretti thing. You hang that out,
uh, they wouldn't believe that. They

woul dn't believe that, that, uh, Chapin
acted on his own to put his old friend,
friend [unintelligible] Segretti in to be a
Di ck Tuck on sonebody el se's canpaign. They
woul d, they woul d have to paint
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it into sonmething nore sinister, sonething
nmove involved, a part of a general plan.

Shit, it's not sinister. None of it is.
No.

Segretti's stuff isn't been a bit sinister.
It's quite hunorous, as a matter of fact.

As a matter of fact, it's just a bunch of
crap. It's just is a [unintelligible]. W
never knew. Never objected to -You don't

obj ect to such dam things, oh, anyway. On,
and on and on. No, | tell you this, the

| ast gasp of the, of the, you know, of the,
our partisan opponents. They've just got to
have sonething to squeal about.

The only thing they have to squeal on.

Squeal about that, that, and perhaps
inflation, but that will end. Ch, yeah,
they're going to squeal and then they're
[unintelligible). They' re having a hell of
tinme, you know.
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They got the hell kicked out of themin the
el ection. [Unintelligible]. They are,
they're, they ' re going to Watergate around
in this town, not so nmuch our opponents, but
basically it's the nedia, uh, | nean, it's

t he Establishnment. The Establishnment is

dyi ng, and so they've got to show that after
sonme rather significant successes we’ve had
in foreign policy and in the el ection,
they' ve got to show, "Well, it just is wong
because this is -because of this." |In other
words, they're trying to use this to snear

t he whol e t hing.

Well, that's why I, in fact, | keep com ng
back with this fellow, Sullivan, who coul d,

-who could --

coul d change the picture.

How woul d it change it though?

Well it --

By saying you' re another? |Is that what it
is?

That's -yeah. But here's another, and it

happens to be Denocrats. Your, uh -1, you
know, | just, | just wi sh --

| f you get Kennedy in-it, too, |I'd be a
little nore pleased.
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Vell, now, let ne.tell you sonmething that's
-lurks at the bottom of this whol e thing.

Yeah.

If, in going after Segretti, | -Segretti,
right -they go after F4lnbach's bank
records, you'll recall that sonetine back
-maybe you, you perhaps didn't know about
this, it's very possible -that right after
Chappaqui ddi ck sonmebody was put up there to
start observing. Wthin six hours.

Dd we?
That's right
| didn't know that.

That man wat ched that -he was there for
every second of Chappaqui ddi ck, uh, for a
year, and al nost two years he worked for,
uh, he worked for Jack Caulfield, who was
originally on John --

Oh, | heard of Caulfield, yeah.

He worked for Caulfield originally and then
he worked for, when Caul field worked for
John, and then when | cane over here |
inherited Caulfield and this guy was stil
on this
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same thing
Yeah.

Well, if they get to those bank records

bet ween, uh, it starts on July of '69

t hrough June of '71, and they say, ""Wat
are these about? Who is this fellow that"s
up in New York that you paid?'' There cones
Chappaqui ddi ck with a vengeance. This guy
is a iIs atwenty year detec tive on the,

uh, New York State, uh, New York City Police
Depart nent .

In other words, we --

He is ready to disprove and to show that,
everything from --

[Unintelligible] consider that wong, do we?

Well, if they get toit, uh, it's going to
conme out and the whole thing is going to
turn around on that one. | nean, if Kennedy

knew t he bear trap he was wal ki ng into--

How do we know -uh, why, why don't we get it
out anyway?

Well, we sort of saved it. [Laughs]
Does he have any record? Is it any good?

Uh, ha is probably the nost know edgeabl e
man in the country.
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He can't, you know, there are certain things
he runs up against walls when they cl osed

t he, when they closed the records down,
things he can't get, but he can ask all of

t he questions and get sone, nany of the
answers. As a, as a twenty year detective,
but we don't want to surface himright now.
But if things ever surfaced, uh, this is
what they' |l get.

Now, how wi || Kal nbach explain that he"d
hired this [unintelligible) Chappaqui ddi ck?
Did he -out of what type of funds?

W’ d have -he had, he had noney |eft over
from uh, pre-convention --

Are they going to investigate those funds
t 00?

They are funds that were quite |egal.
There's nothing illegal with those funds.

How can they, how can they investigate then?
They can't.
Huh?

They -The only -The -Wat they would -7
happens -what, wh would occur, you see, is
they would stunble into this in going back
to, say '71, on Kal nbach's bank records.
They' ve

-72-



PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

al ready asked for a lot of his bank records
in connection with Segretti, as to how he
paid Segretti.

Are they going to go back as far as
Chappaqui ddi ck?

Well, yeah, but this, this fell oaw worked
into '71 on this. He was up there. He

tal ked to everybody in that town. He, you
know, he, he"s the one who caused a | ot of
enbarrassnment for Kennedy al ready by saying
-he went up there as a newspaperman. ""So
why aren't you checking this? Wiy aren't you
| ooking there?' " And pointing the press's
attention to things. Gosh, the guy did a
masterful job. | have never been, had the
full report.

Com ng back to the Sullivan thing, you'd
better now go ahead and talk to him You

will nowtalk to Moore, again to More and,
uh, then what?
Uh, 1'll see if we have sonething that's

viable. And if it's --

In other words -Have you talked to Sullivan
agai n?

Oh, yes. Yes, | plan on it.

Way the hell don't you get himin and talk
to hin [Unintelligible]

Vell, he's -1 asked himlast night and he
said, "John
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give ne a day or so to get ny, all ny
recol | ections together,"”

Ri ght .

and that was yesterday. So | thought |
woul d call himthis evening and say, uh,
""Bill, Id just Iike to know

You see, the fact that you ve talked to him
wi |l beconme known. So maybe, maybe the best
thing is to say '"I amnot concerned here,""
and you say that he, he's to turn this over,
and you say we will not handle it. Then
make, then anyway, it gets to the Commttee,
aren't they going to say, ""The Wite House
turns over information on the FBI?"' That's
the -1 don't know how the Christ to get it
down t here.

Well, that's what | think I can kick around
with Dick Moore. He and | do very well just
bounci ng t hese things

Yeah.

back and forth and com ng up with sonething
that we don't have to be enbarrassed about
it.

| think a newsman, a newsman, a hell of a
break for a newspaper.

Ch yeah.
A hell of a story. Uh, naybe the Star would
just run a hell of a story, | nean a rea

bust on the FBI. Then, and then, and
-74-



DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

then the Commttee nenber, the man you, you,
for exanple, on this basis could cal

Gurney, and say, "Now | ook. W're on to
sonmet hing very hot here. | can just tel

you, I'mnot going to tell you anything
nore. Go after it, forget you ever had this
call."™ Then he goes.

Uh huh.

It seens to me that that's a very effective
way to get it out.

Uh huh. Another thing is, | don't think
Sul l'ivan woul d give up the Wite House.
Sullivan --as | said could, there's one
l[tability in Sullivan here, is that's his
knowl edge of the earlier things that
occurred, uh --

That we di d?

That we did.

Well, now you should tell them Ch, you
mean he wouldn't, he'd say, he'd say, "I did
no political work at all. M, ny work in

the [unintelligible] N xon Adm nistration
was, was solely in the national security.”

That's right.

And that is totally true.

That's right.

Ckay. Well, good I uck.
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DEAN: Al right, sir.
PRESI| DENT: [t's never dull, is it?
DEAN: Never .
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