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At midyear 1990 local jails In the United 
States held an estimated 405,320 persons, 
a 2.5% Increase from 1989. Overall jail 
occupancy was 104% of the rated capacity 
of the Nation's jails. The average dally jail 
population for the year ending June 29, 
1990, was 408,075, a 5.5% Increase since 
1989. (See appendix table.) The percent-

•
age growth in both the midyear count and 
the average dally population was signifi­
cantly lower than the increases recorded 
between 1988 and 1989 (15%). These 
findings are from the 1990 Annual Survoy 
of Jails, which obtained data from 1,135 
jails in 804 jurisdictions, approximately a 

Table 1. Jail population: One-day count 
and average dally population, 
by legal status and sex, 1989-90 

Numberof lallinmates 
Annual Percent 
Survey of Jails change, 
1989 1990 1989-90 

One-daycount 
All Inmates 395,553 

Adults 393,303 
Male 356,050 
Female 37,253 

Juveniles· 2,250 

Average dally population 
All Inmates 386,845 

Adults 384,954 
Male 349,180 
Female 35.774 

Juveniles· 1,891 

405,320 
403,019 
365,821 

37,198 
2,301 

408,075 
405,935 
368,091 

37,844 
2,140 

2.5% 
2.5 
2.7 

2.3 

5.5% 
5.5 
5.4 
5.8 

13.2 

Note: Data for 1-day counts are for June 30, 1989, 
and June 29, 1990. 
-Less than 0.5%. 
·Juvenlles are persons defined by State statute as 
being under a certeln age. usually 18, and subject 
initially to juvenile court authority even if tried as 
adults In criminal courl Because less than 1% of the 
jail population were juveniles, caution must be used 
in Interpreting any changes over time. 

third of all jails. The jails surveyed are 
facilities administered by local officials and 
designed to hold persons for more than 48 
hours but usually for less than 1 year. 

Other survey findings Include: 

• During the year ending June 29, 1990, 
there were nearly 20 million Jail admissions 
and releases. 

• Males constituted 91 % and females, 9% 
of all jail Inmates. Whites were 51% of the 
local jail population; blacks, 47%; and other 
races, 2% of those Inmates reporting race. 
Hispanics were 14% of all Inmates. 

• Unconvlcted Inmates (those on trial or 
awaiting arraignment or trial) were 51 % 
of the adults being held In Jails; convicted 
Inmates (those awaiting or serving a sen­
tence or those returned to jail for Violating 
probation or parole) were 49%. 

• Jails were operating at 104% of capacity 
in 1990, down from 108% in 1989. 

• There were 508 jurisdictions with at least 
100 jail inmates as an average daily popu­
lation In the most recent census (1988). 
In 1990 these jurisdictions operated 832 
jall~, which held a total of 327,917 Inmates 
or at.'Out 81 % of all Jail Inmates In the 
countr)'. 

In these jurisdlctions-

- overall occupancy was 111 % of rated 
capacity; 

- 87% of the jurisdictions held Inmates for 
other authorities; 

- of the 37,965 Inmates held for other 
authorities in 1990, 24,238 were being held 
because of crowding elsewhere, principally 
in State prisons; 

June 1991 

This Bureau of Justice Statistics Bulletin 
presents findings from the Annual 
Survey of Jails, conducted on June 29, 
1990. The survey provides estimates of 
the country's jail Inmate population In the 
y&ars between nationwide jail censuses. 
This is the seventh survey in the series 
and the second following the 1988 Cen­
sus of Local Jails. 

We at BJS hope that this Bulletin will as­
sist policy makers, practitioners, and the 
general public In assessing the current 
demands of a vital component of the Na­
tion's criminal justice system. 

The 1990 Annual Survey of Jails and 
this Bulletin would not have been possi­
ble without the generous cooperation of 
jail administrators and staff whose facili­
ties were selected forthe survey. 

Steven D. Dillingham, Ph.D. 
Director 

- 28% of the jurisdictions had at least one 
jail under court order to limit population, and 
30% were under court order to Improve one 
or more conditions of confinement; 

- 35% oi the jurisdictions reported at least 
one jail with an inmate death during the 
year; 

- 494 Inmate deaths were reported for 
these facilities during the year ending June 
29, 1990,42% from natural causes (other 
than AIDS); 

- AIDS-related deaths accounted for 17% 
of all deaths, up from 14% in 1989. 



One-day counts 

On June 29, 1990, the esti mated number of 
Inmates held In local jails was 405,320, an 
increase of 2.5% over the number held on 
Juns 30,1989 (table 1). Per capita, local 
jails held 162 persons for every 100,000 
U.S. residents. One In every 457 adult resi­
dents of the United States was In jail on 
June 29, 1990. 

Most juveniles In correctional custody are 
housed In juvenile facilities. Fewer than 
1% of the Inmates of the Nation's jails In 
1990 were juveniles. An estimated 2,301 
juveniles were housed in adult jails across 
the country on June 29, 1990. (For a defini­
tion of juveniles, see Methodology.) 

Average dally population 

The average daily population for the year 
ending June 29, 1990, was 408,075, an 
Increase of 5.5% from 1989. The average 
dally population for males Increased 5% 
from the number in 1989; during the same 
period, the female average dally population 
Increased 6%. The average dally Juvenile 
population for the year ending June 29, 
1990, was 2,140. 

Adult conviction status 

On June 29, 1990, convicted Inmates made 
up 49% of all adults Inmates (table 2). The 
number of convicted Inmates Increased 4% 
since 1989. Convicted inmates Include 
those awaiting sentencing or serving a 
sentence and those returned to Jail because 
they had violated the conditions of their 
probation or parole. 

Table 2. ConvIctIon status of adult 
Jail Inmates, by sex, 1989-90 

Total number 
of adult Inmates 

Convicted 
Male 
Femaie 

Unconvlcted 
Male 
Female 

Number of Jail inmates 
in Annual Survey of Jails 
1989 1990 

393,303 403,019 

189,012 195,661 
171,181 177,619 

17,831 18,042 

204,291 207,358 
184,869 188,202 

19,422 19,156 

Note: Data are for June 30, 1989, and June 29, 
1990. Annuai Survey of Jails data may underesti­
mate the number of convicted Inmates and overestJ­
mata the number of unconvicted Inmates. Some 
facility records do not distinguish inmates awaiting 
sentence (or other convicted persons) from uncon­
vlcted inmates. The 1989 Survey of Inmates of 
Locai Jails figures Indicate that 43% of the Inmates 
were un convicted and 57% were convicted. 

Population movement From 1989 to 1990 the reported number 
of unconvlcted Inmates Increased 2%. 
Unconvlcted inmates include those on trial 
Dr awaiting arraignment or trial. 

During the year ending June 29, 1990, • 
there were nearly 20 million admissions 
and releases from local jails, about equally 
divided between the two categories (table Demographic characteristics 

Males accounted for 91 % of the jail Inmate 
population (table 3). The adult male Inmate 
population Increased 3% since 1989. For 
adults an estimated 1 In every 241 men 
and 1 in every 2,581 women residing In the 
United States were In a local jail on June 
29,1990. 

White Inmates made up 51% of the Jail 
popUlation; blacks, 47%; and other races 
(Native Americans, Aleuts, Asians, and 
Pacific Islanders), 2%. The Hispanic per­
centage of the Jail population (14%) 
remained unchanged from 1989 to 1990. 

Table 3. DemographIc characterIstIcs 
of lall Inmates, 1990 

Percent of 
Characteristic Jail Inmates 

Total 100% 

Sel! 
Male 91% 
Female 9 

Race 
White 51% 

Male 46 
Female 5 

Black 47 
Male 43 
Female 4 

Other" 2 
Male 1 
Female 

Ethnlclty 
Hispanic 14% 

Male 13 
Female 1 

Non-Hispanic 86 
Male 78 
Famale 8 

Note: Data are for June 29, 1990. Race was 
reported for 90% of the In males in 1 gOO. Detail 
may not add to total bscause of rounding. 
--Less than 0.5%. 
"Native Americans, Aleuts, Asians, and Pacific 
Islanders. 

4). The estimated volume of admissions 
Increased by 3% between 1989 and 1990. 
Total admissions and releases for the year 
ending June 29, 1990, were 16,998 for 
juvenile females, 102,139 for Juvenile 
males, 2.2 million for adult famales, and 
17.6 million for adult males. 

Occupancy 

The number of jail Inmates increased 2.5% 
from 1989, while the total rated capacity 
of the Nation's Jails rose 6% (table 5). 
Between 1989 and 1990 the percentage 
of rated capacity occupied fell 4 points to 
104%. 

Table 4. Annual Jail admIssions and I'9IOO80s, 
by legal status and sex, 1989-90 

Number of Jail 
admissions and releases 

1989 1990 

Total admissions 9,774,096 10,064,927 

Adults 9,720,102 10,005,138 
Male 8,606,700 8,894,706 
Female 1,113,402 1.110,432 

Juveniles" 53,994 59,789 
Male 45,294 51,226 
Female 8,700 8,563 

Total releases 9,494,814 9,870,546 

Adults 9,442,773 9,811,198 
Male 8,367,519 8,723,872 
Female 1,075,254 1,087,326 

Juveniles" 52,041 59,348 
Male 43,559 50,913 
Femaie 8,482 8,435 

Note: Data are for years ending June 30, 1989, and 
June 29, 1990. 
"Juveniles are persons defined by State statute as 
being under a certain age, usually 18, and subject 
Initially to Juvenile court authority ~,ven If tried as 
adults In criminal court. 

Table 5. Jail capacity and occupancy, selected years, 1978-90 

National Jail Census Annual Survey of Jails 
1978 1983 1988 1989 

Numberofinmates 158,394 223,551 343,569 3f15,553 

Rated capacity of Jails 245,094 261,556 339,633 367,769 

Percent of rated 
capacity occupied" 65% 85% 101% 108% 

Note: Data are for February 15, 1978, June 30,1983,1988,1989, and June 29,1990. 
"Parcent of rated capacity occupied Is besed on tho 1-day count of Inmates. 
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1990 

405,320 

389,171 

104% 
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Characteristics of Jurisdictions 
with large Jail populations 

On Juna 29, 1990, 81 % of the Nation's 
local Jail inmates were housed in the 
facilities of 508 Jurisdictions, each with 
an average daily population of at least 
100 incarcerated persons at the tlma of 
the 1988 Census of Local Jails (table 6). 
These jurisdictions accounted for 832 jails 
holding 327,917Inmatas. The annual 
growth In the number of Inmates housed 
In large jails (1.7%) was lower than the 
2.5% growth of the total jail population. 

Approximately 87% of the jurisdictions 
with large jail populations had one or 
more jails holding Inmates for other 
authorities on June 29, 1990 - approxi­
mately the same proportion as In 1989. 
About 78% of the jurisdictions that were 
holding Inmates for other authorities 
were holding them for State authorities. 
Approximately 12% of all Inmates In large 
jail jurisdictions were being held for other 
authorities, nearly 4,100 fawer than in 
1989. The number being held for State 
authorities In 1990 was 17% lower than in 
the previous year - a development that 
contributed to slower jail population 
growth In 1990. 

Table 6. Impact of Inmates held for other 
authorities, 1989-90 

Jurisdictione with large 
Jail populations 

Jurisdictions holding 
inmates forotherauthorities:* 

Fedaral 
State 
Local 

Jurisdlctlona holding 

Numberofjuris­
dictions/Inmates 
1989 1990 

508 508 

446 444 
250 246 
341 346 
229 225 

InmatllS beoause of orowdlng 
IIIlnwhul'9: 259 262 

AillnmatllS In Jurisdictions 
with large jell populations 322,314 327,917 

Inmates being held 
forotherauthorities: 42,053 37,965 

Federal 7,301 8,182 
State 31,814 26,277 
Local 2,938 3,506 

InmatllS being held 
because of crowding 
elsewhere: 29,358 24,238 

Note: Data are for June 30,1989, and June 29, 
1990, and cover all jurisdictions with an average 
dally inmate population of 100 or more at the time of 
the 1988 Census of Local Jails . 
'Detail adds to more than total because some juris­
dictions hold inmates for more than one authority. 

Table 7. Rated capacity and percent of capacity occupied, 1989-90 

Jurisdictions Number of Rated Number of Percent 01 
with large Jail lurlsdlctions 
populations 

~~ jail Inmates caEacl~ occuEled 
1989 1990 1989 1990 1989 1990 1989 1990 

Total 508 508 276,706 294,965 322,314 327,917 116% 111% 

Jurisdictions with no 
jail undarcourtordar 
to reduce population 374 366 138,764 149,339 160,129 162,792 115% 109% 

Jurisdlctionswlthat 
least one jail under 
courtorderto reduce 
popUlation 134 142 13/,942 145,626 162,185 165.125 118% 113% 

However, the number of Inmates being 
held for both Federal authorities and other 
local authorities was higher than I., 1989. 

A majority of jurisdictions with large jail 
populations (52%) was holding inmates 
on June 29, 1990, because of crowding 
elsewhere. Of the 37,965 local jail In­
mates held for other authorities In 1990, 
64% or 24,238 were detained because 
of crowding elsewhere, mostly in State 
prisons. 

While overall occupancy in the Nation's 
jails was 4% above rated capacity In 
1990, occupancy In jurisdictions with 
large jail populations was 1"1 % above 
rated capacity (table 7). The number of 
large jail Jurisdictions with at least 1 Jail 
under court order to reduce crowding In­
creased from 1341n 1989 to 1421n 1990. 

Jail administrators responded to these 
judicial demands by Increasing the rated 
capacity of facilities in large Jail jurisdic­
tions by 7% in 1990 - an expansion ap­
proximately 4 times greater than Inmate 
population growth In large JUrisdictions. 

Jail administrators also responded to 
court directives to Improve specific condi­
tions of confinement. There were 152 
large Jail jurisdictions under court order for 
specific conditions In 1990, compared to 
156 In 1989 (table 8). Appreciably fewer 
jurisdictions were operating under court 
orders to improve disciplinary procedures, 
administrative segregation policies, medi­
cal facilities or services, inmate classifica­
tion practices, and grievance procedures. 
However, 1 more Jurisdiction was under 
court order for crowded living conditions 
in 1990 (128) than In 1989 (127). 

Table 8. Jurisdictions under court order to reduce population or to Improve 
conditions of confinement, 1989 and 1990 

Numberof lurlsdictionswith large lall (1o(1ulations 
Ordered Notordered 

Total to limit EO(1ulatio"- to limit EQEulation 
1989 1990 1989 1990 1989 1990 

Total 508 508 134 1<:2 374 366 

Jurisdictions undercourtorderclting 
specific conditions of confinement 156 152 125 128 31 24 

Subjectofcourtorder: 
Crowded IlI!lng units 127 128 115 119 12 9 
Recreational facilities 71 67 55 56 16 11 
Medical facilities or services 60 50 45 41 15 9 
Visitation practices or pOlicies 51 42 40 37 11 5 
Disciplinary procedures or policies 49 32 39 25 10 7 
Food service 36 36 29 30 7 6 
Administrative segregation 
procedures or policies 40 26 33 23 7 3 

Staffing patterns 57 51 47 43 10 8 
Grievance procedures or policies 44 34 35 28 9 6 
Education ortralning programs 27 16 20 14 7 2 
File hazards 27 14 24 11 3 3 
Counseling programs 24 20 17 17 7 3 
Inmate classification 47 37 38 32 9 5 
Library services 51 50 36 41 15 9 
Other 14 14 10 11 4 3 
Totalityofconditlons 38 37 33 34 5 3 
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Twenty-five largest Jail Jurisdictions 

The Nation's 25 largest jail jurisdictions had 
between 1 and 14 individual jails in their 
systems and average daily populations 
ranging from 2,110 to 21,984 Inmates (table 
9). Ten of the jurisdictions were In Callfor-

nla, 41n Texas, 3 In Florida, and 1 each In 
Arizona, Georgia, Illinois, Louisiana, Mary­
land, Pennsylvania, New York, and Ten­
nessee. Nine of the jurisdictions had a 
lower average dally population In 1990 than 
In 1989, and eight had a lower population 
on June 29, 1990, than on June 30, 1989. 

--
Table 9. Twenty-five largest jurIsdIctions In 1990: Average dally population 
and 1-day count, June 30,1989, and June 29,1990 

Numberpf jails Average dally ~ulatlonon 
In lurisdlction llQE!ulation durlna June 30, June 29, 

~urlsdlction 1989 1990 1989 1990 1989 1990 

Los Angeles County, Calif. 8 8 22,426 21,984 22,100 21,610 
New YorkClty, N.Y. 14 14 16,500 17,538 16,597 16,916 
Cook County. III. - - 7.000 6,825 7.081 7,169 
Dallas County. Tex. 4 4 5,800 5.860 6,043 5,306 
Harris County. Tex. 2 3 8.206 5,694 8.199 5,633 

San Diego County, Calif. 11 12 4,477 5,089 4,987 4.803 
Shelby County, Tenn. 2 2 4,452 4.932 4,838 4,894 
Philadelphia County, Penn. 7 7 4,277 4,813 4,566 4,821 
Dade County. Fla 6 6 4,773 4.551 4,726 4,758 
Orange County, Calif. 3 3 4,281 4,370 4,527 4,402 

Santa Clara County. Calif. 10 7 4,316 4.177 4,162 4,217 
Maricopa County, Ariz. 7 6 3.905 3,887 3,896 4,260 
Alameda County, CaOf. 4 4 3,110 3,610 3,214 3,505 
Orltlans Parish, La. - -- 3.700 3,604 3,663 3,550 
Sacramento County. Calif. 3 3 3,321 3,095 2,966 3,233 

BrowardCounty, FIe. 3 3 2,979 3,059 2,844 2,788 
Tarrant County. Tex. 2 3 2,420 2,958 2,698 3,339 
Orange County, FIe. 3 2 2,831 2,890 3,305 3,031 
San Bernardino County, Calif. 2 2 2,404 2,852 2,395 2,909 
Baltimore City. Md. 5 4 2,734 2,678 2,783 2,708 

Fulton County, Ge. 4 4 2,278 2,517 2,316 3,151 
Kern County. Calif. 3 3 2.302 2,383 2,291 2,595 
BexarCounty. Tex. 1 1 1.943 2,352 2.284 2,339 
Fresno County, Calif. 3 3 1.829 2,309 2.101 2.246 
Riverside County, Calif. 4 4 1,649 2.110 1,479 2,111 

- The59 Jurisdictions provided a single report covering all of their Jail facilities. 

AppendIx table. One-dny count and average dally population 
of jail Inmates, 1978,1983,1988,1989, and 1990 

Numberof laillnmates 
Annual Survey 

Nat!onaiJailCensus of Jails 
1978 1983 '1988 1989 1990 

One-daycount 
All Inmates 158.394 223,551 343,569 395.553 405,320 

Adults 156,783 221,815 341,893 393,303 403,019 
Male 147.506 206.163 311,594 356.050 365.821 
Female 9,277 15,652 30.299 37,253 37,198 

Juveniles' 1.611 1.736 1.676 2,250 2,301 

Average dally populatIon 
All Inmates 157.930 227,541 336,017 386,845 408,075 

Adults 156,190 225.781 334,566 384,954 405,935 
Male 146,312 210,451 306,379 349,180 368.091 
Female 9.878 15,330 28,187 35,774 37.844 

Juveniles' 1,740 1.760 1,451 1,891 2,140 

Note: Data for i-day counts are for February 15.1978, and June 30,1983,1988, and 1989, and June 29,1990. 
<Juveniles are persons defined by State statute as being under a cerlaln age, usually 18, and subject Initially 
to Juvenile court authority even If tried as adults In criminal court. Because less than 1 % of the Jail population 
were juveniles. caution must be used In Interpreting any changes over time. L-_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ .. ___ 
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Inmate deaths 

A total of 180 large jail jurisdictions (35%) • 
reported one or more jails with an inmate 
death during the year ending June 29, 
1990, slightly fewer than during the previ-
ous annual period, 186 (37%) (table 10). 
About 7 of every 10 deaths reported In juris­
dictions with large jail populations in 1990 
resulted from either natural causes other 
than AIDS (42%) or from suicide (30%). 
AIDS-related deaths accounted for 17% 
of the total, up from 14% In 1989; injury by 
another person, 3%; and accidents or unde­
termined causes, 8%. 

Table 10, Jurisdictions with large Jail 
populations: Inmate deaths, 1989-90 

Jurisdictions re-
Cause IlQrtlne deaths· Inmate deaths 
of death 1989 1990 1989 1990' 

Total 186 180 414 494 

Natural causesb 98 98 184 208 
AIDS 27 32 57 84 
Suicide 95 102 121 148 
Injury by another 
person 15 11 22 14 

Othere 24 22 30 40 

Note: Data are for the year ending June 30, 1989, 
and June 29, 1990, and cover all Jurisdictions with an 
average dally Inmate population of 100 or more at the 
time of the 1988 Jail Census. The number of deaths 
from AIDS and other natural causes may have been 
under-reported In some Jurisdictions that transferred 
sick Inmates to outside hospitals and other medical 
facilities. 
"Detail adds to more than total because some Juris­
dictions reported more than one type of death. 
bExclude AIDS-related deaths. 
"Includes accidents and undetermined causes 
of death. 

• 
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Methodology 

_ he 1990 Annual Survey of Jails was the 
eventh such survey in a series sponsored 

by the Bureau of Justice Statistics. The first 
was conducted In 1982. Complete enumer-
ations of the Nation's jails are conducted 
every 5 years. Annual surveys - which 
collect data on all Jails in Jurisdictions with 
100 or more Jail Inmates and on a sample 
of a!1 other Jail"" -- are done In each of the 
4 years betwe; ~n full censuses. The refer­
ence date for the 1990 survey was June 29, 
1990. Full censuses were done on Febru­
ary 15, 1978, June 30, 1983, and June 30, 
1988. 

A local jail Is a facility that holds inmates be­
yond arraignment, usually for more than 48 
hours, and Is administered by local officials. 
Specifically excluded from the count were 
t9mporarylockups that house persons for 
less than 48 hours, physically separate 
drunk tanks, and other holding facilities that 
did not hold persons after they had been 
formally charged, Federal- or State­
administered facilities. and the combined 
jail-prison systems of Alaska, Connecticut, 
Delaware, HaWaii, Rhode Island, and Ver­
mont. Included in the universe were five 

~callY operated jails In Alaska and eight 
w:lls that were privately operated under 

contract for local governments. 

The 1990 survey Included 1, 135 jails In 
804 jurisdictions. A jurisdiction is a county, 
municipality, or township that administers 
one or more local jails. The jails in 508 
jurisdictions were automatically included in 
the survey because the average daliy In­
mate population in these jurisdictions was 
100 or more in the 1988 census. The juris­
dictions with large jail populations, called 
certainty Jurisdictions, accounted for 832 
jails and 327,917 inmates or 81% of the 
estimated inmate population on June 29, 
1990. 

Information referring to certainty jurisdic­
tions is presented at the jurisdiction level. 
Prior to 1987 these data were presented 
for individual jails. The other jurisdictions 
surveyed constituted a stratified random 
sample of those jurisdictions whose aver­
age dally popuiation was less than 100 in 
the 1988 jail census. 

Data were obtained by mailed question-

_
naires. Two followup mailings and phone 
ails were used to encourage reporting. 
he response rate was 99% for all jails. 

For the nine jails in certainty jurisdictions 
and the three jails outside certainty jurll;idic-

tions not responding to the survey, data 
were adjusted by applying the average 
growth factor for facilities in the same stra­
tum and region and with the same type of 
inmates (men, women, or both sexes). 

National estimates for the Inmate population 
on June 29, 1990, were produced by sex, 
race, legal status, and conviction status; for 
the average dally population and for admis­
sions and releases during the year ending 
June 29, 1990, by sex and legal status. 
National estimates were also produced for 
rated capacity. Administrators of jails In 
jurisdictions with large jail populations 
provided counts of Inmates held for other 
authorities, Inmate deaths, and jails under 
court order. 

Sampling error 

National estimates have an associated 
sampling error (standard error) because 
jails with an average dally population of 
less than 100 were sampled for the survey. 
Estimates based on a sample survey are 
apt to differ somewhat from the results of a 
survey canvassing all jurisdictions. Each of 
the samples that could have been selected 
using the same sample design could yield 
somewhat different resuits. Standard error 
is a measure of the variation among the 
estimates from all possible samples, stating 
the precision with whicr an estimate from a 
particular sample approximates the average 
result of all possible samples. The esti­
mated relative sampling error for the total 
inmate population of 405,320 on June 29, 
1990, was 0.44%, meaning that the re­
ported total number of inmates may have 
varied by as much as 1,778 from the aver­
age result of all possible samples. 

Results presented In this bulletin were 
tested to determine whether or not statisti­
cal significance could be associated with 
observed differences between values. Dif­
ferences were tested to ascertain whether 
they were significant at 1.96 standard errors 
(the 95-percent-confldence level) or high::lr. 
Differences mentioned in the text meet or 
exceed this 95-percent-confidence level. 

Measures of population 

Two measures of Inmate population are 
used: the average daily population for the 
year ending June 29 and the inmate count 
on June 29 of each year. The average 
dally inmate population balances out any 
extraordinary events that may render the 
1-day count atypical. The 1-day count is 
usef!;1 because some characteristics of the 
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inmate population - such as race, ethnlc­
ity, and detention status - can be obtained 
for a specific date but may not be available 
on an annual basis. 

All calculations in this report Involving gen­
eral population figures used Bureau of the 
Census projections of the population for 
July 1, 1989, reported in U.S. Population 
Estimates, by Age, Sex, Race, and His­
panic Origin: 19D9, Series P-25, No. 1057. 

Juveniles 

State statutes and judicial practices allow 
jUveniles to be incarcerated In adult jails 
and prisons under a variety of circum­
stances. Juveniles are persons who are 
defined by State statute as being under a 
certain age, usually 18 years, and whQ are 
Initially subject to juvenile court authority 
eVen if tried as adults In criminal court. The 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Preven­
tion Act of 1974 requires sight and sound 
separation from adults for those juveniles 
not tried as adults In criminal court but held 
in adult jails. A 1980 amendment to that 
1974 act requires the removal of juveniles 
from local jails, except those juveniles who 
are tried as adults for felonies. The propor­
tion of juveniles who W9re housed In adutt 
jails in accordance with these guidelines Is 
not available. 

Bureau of Justice Statistics Bulletins are 
prepared principally by BJS staff. James 
Stephan and Louis Jankowski, statisti­
cians, wrote this report. Thomas Hester 
edited it. Darrell GIlliard prOVided statisti­
cal assistance. Marilyn Marbrook, 
publications unit chief, administered 
production, assisted by Betty Sherman, 
Jayne Pugh, and Yvonne Boston. 
Collection and processing of the 1990 
Jail Survey were conducted by Usa 
McNelis, Betty Ford, Ellen Rhodes, 
Martha Greene, Unda Huang, and Dawn 
Crawford under the supervision of Diana 
Cull, U.S. Bureau of the Census. 

June 1991, NCJ-129756 

The Assistant Attorney General, Office 
of Justice Programs, coordinates the 
activities of the following program offices 
and bureaus: Bureau of Justice 
Statistics, Nationallnstitl..te of Justice, 
Bureau of Justice AS~iistance, Office 
of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention, and Office for Victims 
of Crime. 



Now you can receive BJS press releases 
and other current data from the NCJRS • 
Electronic Bulletin Board! 

The Electronic Bulletin Board 
provides quick and easy 
access to new information­
use your personal computer 
and modem, set at 8-N-1 
(rates 300 to 2400 baud), 
and call 301-738-8895, 
24 hours a day. 

Once online, you will be able 
to review current news and 
announcements from BJS 
and its Justice Statistics 
Clearinghouse, including 
new publication listings 
and conference calendars. 

For more information 
about the Bulletin 
Board, call 
1-800-732-3277. 

• 

• 
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Bureau of Justice Statistics 

.J:.ports 
Wvlsed July 1991) 

Call loll·free 800·732·3277 (local 301· 
251·5500) to order BJS reports, to be 
added to one of the BJS mailing lists, 
or to speak to a reference specialist In 
statistics at the Justice Statistics 
Clearinghouse, National Criminal 
Justice Reference Service, Box 6000, 
Rockville, MD 20850. 
BJS maintains the following mailing 
lists: 
• L~w enforcement reports (new) 
• Drugs and crime data (new) 
(l Justice spending & employment 
• White-collar crime . 
• Natlollal Crime Survey (annual) 
" Corrections (annual) 
" Courts (annual) 
• Privacy and security of criminal 

history Information and 
Information policy 

It Federal statistics (annual) 
• BJS bulletins and special reports 

(approximately twice a month) 
• Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 

Statistics (annual) 
Single copies of reports are free; use 
NCJ number to order. Postage and 
handling are charged for bu Ik orders 
of single reports. For single copies of 
mUltiple titles, up to 10 titles are free; 
11-40 titles $10; more than 40, $20; 
libraries call for special rates. 

Publlc·use tapes of BJS data sets 
and other criminal justice data are 
available from the National Archive of 
Criminal Justice Data (formerly 

~
CJAIN)' P.O. Box 1248, Ann Arbor, MI 

106 (lolI·froo 1.800-999-(960). 

atlonal Crime Survey 
The Nation's two crlmo mel1sures: Uniform 

Crime Rl!lports and tho National Crlmo 
Survey, NCJ·122705, 4/90 

Cllmlnsl victimization In the U.S.: 
1973-88 trends, NCJ·129392, 7/91 
1989 (final), NCJ·129391, 6191 
1988 (final), NCJ·122024, 10190 
1987 (final report), NCJ·115524, 6/89 

rus special reports 
Hllndgun crfme victims, NCJ·123559, 7/90 
Black victims, NCJ·122582, 4/90 
Hispanic victims, NCJ·120507, 1;90 
The redesigned National Crfme Survey: 

SeIec1ed new data, NCJ·114746, 1/89 
Motor vehicle theft, NCJ·109978, 3/88 
E1derfy victims, NCJ·l07676, 11/87 
Violent crfme trends, NCJ·l07217, 11/87 
Robbery victims NCJ·104638, 4/87 
Violent crfme by strangers and non· 

strangers, NCJ·103702, 1/87 
Preyentlng domestic violence against 

women, NCJ·l02037, 8/56 
Crfme prevention measures, NCJ·100438, 

3/88 
The use of weapons In commlHlng crfmes, 

NCJ·99643, 1/88 
Reporting crfmes to the police, NCJ·9!l432, 

12185 
The economic coel of crime to victims, 

NCJ·93450, 4184 

BJS bulletins: 
Crime end the Nation's households, 1990, 

NCJ·130302, 7/91 
Criminal victimization 191)9, NCJ·125615, 

10/90 
The crime 01 rape, NCJ·96m, 3/85 
Household burglary, NCJ·96021, 1/85 
Messurlng crime, NCJ·75710, 2181 

•

s technical reports 
New dll'llCtiona for the NCS, NCJ·115571, 

3/89 
Series crfmes: Report of a field tost, 

NCJ·l04615, 4187 

Teenage victims of crfme, NCJ·128129, 5/91 
Female victims of vl01ent crimo, 

NCJ·127187, 1/91 
Redesign oftha National Crime Survey, 

NCJ·111457,3/89 
The soasonallty of crfme victimization, 

NCJ·l11033, 6!!IS 
Crime and older A morfcans Information 

package, NCJ·lll4569, $10, 5187 
Vlctimlution and fear of crfme: Worid 

perspectives, NCJ·9:.i172, 1/85, $9.15 
The National Crfme Survey: Working papera, 

vol. I: Current and historical perspectives, 
NCJ·?5374, !lI82 
vol. II: Methodology studies, NCJ·90307 

Corrections 
BJS bulletins and special reports: 

Prfsoners In 1990, NCJ·129198, 5/91 
Women In prison, NCJ·127991, 4191 
Capital punishment 1989, NCJ·124545, iO/90 
Violent Statl) prfson Inmates and their 

victims, NCJ·124133, 7/90 
Prisoners In 1989, NCJ·122716, 5/90 
Prfson rule violators, NCJ·120344, 12189 
Capital punishment 1989, NCJ·118313, 7/89 
Recidivism of prisonera released In 1933, 

NCJ·116261, 4189 
Drug use and crime: State prfson Inmate 

sUl'lley, 1988, NCJ·111940, 7/88 
TImo Derved In prfson Ilnd on parole 1984, 

NCJ·l08544, 12iB7 
Prollle of Stale prfson Inmal.,s, 1986, 

NCJ·l09926, 1/88 
Imprfsonment In four countries, 

NCJ·103967, 2187 
Population density In State prfBons, 

NCJ·103204, 12188 
Slate and Federal prisoners, 1925-85, 

NCJ·l02494, 11/86 
Prison admissions and reloasos, 1983, 

NCJ·100582,3/86 
TIle prevalenco 01 Imprfsonment, 

NCJ·93657, 7/85 

Race of prfsoners admlHed to Slats and 
Federsllnslltutlons, 1926-86, NCJ·125618, 6191 

National corrections reporting program, 
1985, NCJ·123522, 12190 

Prisoners at midyear 1990 (press release), 
10/90 

Correctional populations In tho U.S.: 
1998, NCJ·124280, 3/91 
1987, NCJ·118762, 12iB9 
1988, NCJ·111611, 2189 

Hlslorfcal statistics on prlsonera In State and 
Federal Instltutlons, yearend 1925-86, 
NCJ·ll1098,6/88 

1984 census of Stale adult correctional 
lacllltles, NCJ·l05585, 7/87 

Census of Jails and survey of Jail inmates: 
BJS bulletins and special reports: 

[)rug use and Jail Inmates, NCJ·130389, 
7i91 

Jail Inmates 1990, NCJ·129756, 6191 
Prollle of Jail Inmates 1989, NCJ·129097, 

4191 
Jail Inmates, 1989, NCJ·123264, 6190 
Population denfllty In local Jails, 1988, 

NCJ·l22299, 3/90 
Census of local Jails, 1988 (BJS bulletin), 

NCJ·121101, 2190 
Jail Inmatea, 1987, NCJ·114319, 12188 
Drunk drfvlng, NCJ·l09945, 2188 
Jail Inmates, 1988, NCJ·l07123, 10/87 

Census 01 local JaUs 1988, vol. I, Summary, 
NCJ·127992, 4191 

Census of local Jails, 1983: Data lor 
Individual Jails, vols. I·IV, Northeast, 
Midwest, South, West, NCJ·112796-9; 
vol. V. Selected findings, methodology, 
summary tables, NCJ·1127S5, 11/88 

Parole and probation 
BJS bulletins 

Probation and parole: 
1989, NCJ·125633, 11/90 
1988, NCJ·119970, 11/89 

BJS special reports 
Recidivism of young parolees, NCJ·l04916, 

5/87 

Children In custody 
Census of public and private Juvenile 

detention, correctional, and sheltor 
facllltlos, 197&a5, NCJ·114065, 6/89 

Survey 01 youth In custody, 1987 
(spe.;lal report), NCJ·ll3385, 9/88 

Law enforcement management 
BJS bulletins snd special reports: 

Police departments In large clllos, 1987, 
NCJ·119220,8/89 

Prollle 01 state and local law enforcemont 
agencies, N CJ·1139<t9, 3/89 

Expenditure and employment 
BJS bulletins: 

Justice expenditure and omployment: 
1988, NCJ·123132, 7/90 

Anti-drug abuse formula giants: JUBtlce 
varfable pass·through data, 1988 (BJS 
Technical Report), NCJ·120070, 3/90 

Jusllce expenditure and employment: 
1988 (full report), NCJ·125819, 7/91 
1985 (full reporl), NCJ·l06356, 8/89 
Exlracts, 1984, 1985, 1986, NCJ·124139, 7/91 

Courts 
BJS bulletins: 

Pretrfal releasG of felony defendanta, 1989, 
NCJ·127202, 2191 

Felony senlencos In State courts, 1988, 
NCJ·12B923, 12/90 

Criminal defense for the poor, 1988, 
NCJ·112919,9/88 

State felony courts and felony laws, 
NCJ·106273, 8/87 

The growth of appeal3: 1973-83 trends, 
NCJ·96381,2185 

Caso filings In Slate courts 1963, 
NCJ·95111,10/64 

BJS special reports: 
Felony case processing In Slate courts, 

1986, NCJ·121753, 2190 
Felony case-processing time, NCJ·l01985, 

8/88 
Felony 8l1ntenclng In 18 local Jurfsdlctions, 

NCJ·97681, 6/85 

Felons sentenced to probation In State 
courts, 1988, NCJ·124944, 11/90 

Felony defendants In large uiban counties, 
1989, NCJ·122385, 4/90 

Prollle of felons convicted In State courts, 
1988, NCJ·120021, 1/90 

Sentencing outcomos In 28 felony courts, 
NCJ·l05743, 8/87 

The prosecution of felony arrests: 
1987, NCJ·124140, 9/90 

Felony laws of the 50 States dnd the District 
of Columbia, 1986, NCJ·l05066, 2188, $14.60 

State court model statistical dictionary, 
Supplement, NCJ·98326, 9/85 
1st edition, NCJ-62320, 9/80 

Privacy and security 
Ccmpendlum of State privacy and security 

legislation: 
1989 ovorilew, NCJ·121157, 5/90 
1987 overview, NCJ·111097, 9/88 
1989 full report (1, 500 pages, 

microfiche $2, hard copy $145), 
NCJ·121156,9/90 

Crfmlnal Justice Informallon policy: 
Forensic DNA analysis: Issues, NCJ·128567, 

6191 
Statuies requiring use ul crfmlnal history 

record Information, NCJ·l29896, 6191 
Survey of criminal history inlormallon 

systems, NCJ·125620, 3/91 
Original records of entry, NCJ·125626, 

12190 
BJSlSEARCH conference proceedings: 

Crfmln~llustice In the 1990's: Tho future 
of Inlormation management, 
NCJ·121697, 5/90 

Juvenile and adult records: One system, 
one record?, NCJ·114947, 1/90 

Open vs. confidential records, 
NCJ·113580, 1188 

Sirateglos lor Improving data quality, 
NCJ·115339,5/89 

Public access to criminal history record 
Information, NCJ·111458, 11/88 

Juvenile records and rocordkoeplng 
systems, t~CJ·112815, 11/88 

Automated fingerprint Identification 
systems: Technology and policy Issues, 
NCJ·l04342, 4/87 

Criminal Justice "hot" flies, NCJ·l01850, 
12188 

Drugs & crime data: 
Drugs and crime lacts, 1990, NCJ·129862, 7/91 
State drug resources: A national directory, 

NCJ·122562, 5/90 
Federal drug data for national policy, NCJ· 

122715, 4190 
Drugs and crlmo facts, 1988, NCJ·121022, 

1/90 

Computer crime 
BJS special reports: 

Electronic fund lransfer fraud, NCJ·96886, 
3/85 

Electronic fund transfer and crfmo, NCJ· 
92850,2164 

Electronic lund transfer systems fraud, NCJ· 
100461, 4188 

Expert witness manual, NCJ·77927, 9/81, 
$11.50 

Federal justice statistics 
Federal criminal case procenlng, 1981).87, 

Addendum for 1988 and preliminary 1989, 
NCJ·125616, 11/90 

Compendium 01 Fedoral Justice statistics 
1986, NCJ·125617, 1/91 
1985, NCJ·123580, 8/90 
1984, NCJ·112816, 9/89 

The Federal civil Justice system (BJS 
bulletin), NCJ·l04769, 8/87 

Federal offanses and offenders 

BJS speclsl reports: 
Immigration offenses, NCJ·124546, 8/90 
Federal crflnlnal caS88, 1981).87, 

NCJ·118311,7/89 
Drug law violators, 198().88, NCJ 111763, 

6/88 
Pretrial release and detention: 

The Ball Reform Act of 1984, 
NCJ·109929, 2188 

White-collar crfme NCJ·l06876, 9187 

General 
BJS bull(ltlns and sjJ('clal reports: 

BJS telephone contacts, '91, NCJ·130133, 
7/91 

TrocklllQ offenders 1988, NCJ·129881, 6191 
Tracking offenders, 1987, NCJ·125315, 

10/90 
Criminal CRses In flvo stated, 1983-88, 

NCJ·118798,9I89 
International crfmo rales, NCJ·l10776, 5188 

BJS program appllcallon kit, fiscal '1991, 
NCJ·126413, 3/91 

Violent crime In the United States, 
NCJ·127855, 3/91 

AHomoy General's program for Improving the 
Nation's crfmlnal history records and 
Idantitylng felons who attempt 10 purchase 
flreanns, NCJ·128131, 3/91 

BJS data report, 1989, NCJ·121514, 1/91 
Sourcebook of criminal JusCce statistics, 

1989, NCJ·124224, 9/90 
Publications 01 BJ$, 1985-89:: 

Mlcrollche library, PR030014, 5,'90, $190 
Bibliography, TB0030013, $17.50 

Publications of BJs, 1971-84: 
Microfiche library, PR030012, $203 
Bibliography, TB03OO12, $17.50 

1990 directory of automated criminal Justice 
Information systems, Vol. 1, Corrections; 2, 
Courts; 3, Law enforcement; 4, Probation 
and parole; 5, Prosecution; NCJ·l22226-30, 
5/90 

BJS annuall'Oport, fiscal 1989, NCJ·115749, 
4189 

Report to the Nallon on crfme and JUBtice: 
SEtcond edlllon, NCJ·l05506, 6188 
Technical appendix, NCJ·112011, 8/88 

Criminal Juctlce mlcrucompuler guide and 
software call1log, NCJ·112178, 8/88 

National survll, of crime severfty, NCJ·96017, 
10/85 

See order form 
on last page 
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o Please put me on the mailing list for­

O Law enforcement reports-national 
data on State and local police and 
sheriffs' depar1ments: operations, 
equipment, personnel, salaries, 
spending policies, programs 

o Federal statistics-data describing 
Federal case processing, from inves­
tigation through prosecution, 
adjudication, and corrections 

o Drugs and crime data-sentencing 
and time served by drug offenders, 
drug use at time of crime by jail 
inmates and State prisoners, and 
other quality data on drugs, crime, 
and law enforcement 

o BJS bulletins and special reports­
timely reports of the most current 
justice data 

To be added to any BJS mailing list, copy 
or cut out this page, fill it in and mail it to: 

• 
o White-collar crime-data on the 

processing of Federal white-collar 
crime cases 

o Privacy and security of criminal 
history information and information 
poiicy-new legislation; maintaining 
and releasing intelligence and inves­
tigative records; data quality 
issues 

o Justice expenditure and employment 
reports-annual spending and 
staffing by FederallState/local 
governments and by function 
(police, courts, etc.) 

o Prosecution and adjudication in 
State courts-case processing from 
prosecution through court disposi­
tion, State felony laws, felony 
sentencing. criminal defense 

Justice Statistics Clearinghouse/NCJRS 

olf your mailing label below is correct, 
check here and do not fill in 
your name and address. 

Name: 

Title: 

Organization: 

Street or box: 

City, State, Zip: 

Daytime phone number: ( 

U.S. Department of Justice 
Box 6000 
Rockville, MD 20850 

Interest in criminal justice (or organization and title if you put home address above): 

U.S. Department of Justice 
Office of Justice Programs 
Bureau of Justice Statistics 

Washington, D.C. 20531 

Bulletin 

Official Business 

Penalty for Private Use $300 

7 * 

o Corrections reports-results· of sample 
surveys and censuses of jails, prisons. 
parole, probation, and other correctior 
data 

o National Crime Survey reports-the 
only regular national survey of 
crime victims 

o Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 
Statistics (annual)-broad-based 
data from 150+ sources (400+ tables, 
10+ figures, subject index, 
annotated bibliography, addresses 
of sources) 

o Send me a form to sign up for NIJ 
Reports (free 6 times a year), which 
abstracts both private and 
government criminal justice 
publications and lists upcoming 
conferences and training sessions 
in the field. 

You will receive an 
annual renewal card. 
If you do not return it, 
we must drop you from 
the mailing list. 

BULK RATE 
POSTAGE & FEES PAID 

DOB/BJS 
Permit No. G-91 
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