#? Rocky Mountain Area

PREDIaiLE | 2011 Seasonal Outlook-June 1, 2011

SERVICES

3 % o
L : § =
125 001 :
| ‘7;& y |
2450 K L
: 3 1 S
{174 P |
¢ ﬁ" 5% \
V e 7 0 SR
o WIS
il op )4
= 4 LY "
d & AN

Tim Mathewson = Fire Meteorologist- RMACC
Russ Mann- Fire Meteorologist- RMACC
Marco Perea- Intelligence Coordinator- RMACC



(.

=z ROCKYy Vountain Area

considerations

urrent Snowpac
Precipitation Anomalies

Recent Fire Activity
2011 Seasonal Outlook




”

PREDICTIVE
- SERVICES |

=

NG
Fall 2010 B Flsodhing
Late Winter/Early Spring 2011 R : :

Increase in
Tornado Activity

MULTIVARIATE ENSO INDEX

LALLM L

NOAA/ESRL/Physical Science Division — University of Celorade at Boulder/CIRES/CDC

1960 1966 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 19856 1990 1995 2000 2006 2010

@
1=
=

-
=
S
j
@

(]

o
@
51

=

=l
I
o

o
g
=

-

2]




Rocky Mountain Area

PREDICTIVE

Western U.S. Snowpack
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Wyoming Snowpack

Snowpack:

> 200% of Normal

Flooding is a Concern this Summer
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May 24, 2011

Valid & a.m. EDT

[ D0 Abnormally Dry r~ Delineates dominant impacts
[] D1 Drought - Moderate A = Agricuitural (crops, pastures,
[T D2 Drought - Severe grasslands)
I D3 Crought - Exireme H = Hydrolagical (water)

I D4 Drought - Exceptional

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale condifions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying fext summary

for forecast statements. Released Thursday, May 26, 2011
http:-'-‘d ro ught.unl.eduidm Author: David Miskus, NOAANWS/NCEFP/CPC
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- National Drought Conditions

May 24, 2011

U.S. Drought Monitor
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Intenstiy:
) Abnommally Dry - 3 Draught - Extreme
01 Droisghd « Meoderata - [ Oroisghdt < Exceptional
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The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local condittons may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statemants.
Released Thursday, May 26, 2011

http://drought.unl.edu/dm David Miskus, NOAA/NWS/NCER/CEC
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Issued:

Wed 3/16/11

Rocky Mountain Area

Spring Dryness Levels and Fuels

Significant Grass Fuel Loadi
From the 2010 Growing Season

Minimal new grasses due to the
lack of precipitation below
rage soil moisture
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Significant Grass Fuel Loading
From the 2010 Growing Season
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Minimal new grasses due to the
lack of precipitation below
average soil moisture
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‘Valld Wed 06/1/11 @ 1500 Hrs |
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omposite Standardized Precipitation Anomalies Composite Standardized Precipitation Anomalies
Versus 1950-1995 Longterm Average Versus 1950-1995 Longterm Average
Mar 1950,1955,1956,1967,1971,1974,1976,1989,1999,2000 Apr 1950,1955,1956,1967,1971,1974,1976,1989,1999,2000
2008

March- Composite Precipitation Analogs April- Composite Precipitation Analogs

Provided By Klaus Wolter-Climate Diagnostic Center L
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omposite Standardized Precipitation Anomalies omposite Standardized Precipitation Anomalies
Versus 1950-1995 Longterm Average Versus 1950-1995 Longterm Average
Moy 1950,1955,1956,1967,1971,1974,1976,1989,1999,2000 Jun 1950,1955,1956,1967,1971,1974,1976,1989,1999,2000

NOAA/ESRL PSD and CIRES-CDC

I |

May- Composite Precipitation Analogs June- Composite Precipitation Analogs

Provided By Klaus Wolter-Climate Diagnostic Center 18
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ONE-MONTH OUTLOOK J ONE-MONTH OUTLOOK
TENPERATURE PROBABILITY CH Lo g PRECIPLTATION PROBABILITY
YALID JUN 2011 N HERNS NORMAL i YALID JUN 2011

MADE 13 MAY 2011 \ HEANS BEL OW MADE 18 MAY 2011




”

PREDICTIVE
SERVICES

Rocky Mountain Area
2011 JAS Outlook

THREE-MONTH OUTLDOK ﬁ J THREE-MONTH OUTLOOK
TENPERATURE PROBRBILITY Ry PRECIPLTATION PROBABILITY
.5 MONTH L .5 MONTH L

VALID JAS 2011 N i VALID JAS 2011

MADE 19 MAY 2011 \ B MEANS BELOH MADE 18 MAY 2011



http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead02/off02_temp.gif
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead02/off02_prcp.gif
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B,e?’ii&l)w Average thru July
Average Fire Season
“Conditions in August

Above Average thru early July
then Decreasing to Average
Fire Season Conditions
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Above average fire potential across the plains of southeast Colorado and southwest Kansas has been slow to decrease
this spring, with severe to exceptional drought conditions in place. Though a significant green-up is unlikely for this
area, an increase in humidity should decrease the potential during the next couple of weeks. Just to the west, recent
large fire activity (Bear, Purgatoire) in the southern Front Range foothills has verified expected above average fire
activity that’s been forecast for that area since early spring. Long-term precipitation deficits, severe drought
conditions and occasional wind events may keep the southern Front Range region active until the onset of the
Southwest Monsoon in early to mid July.

Fire potential is forecast to increase to above average across the south central and southwest portion of Colorado,
generally below 8000 feet. Though snowpack is currently above average in the San Juan mountains, expected drying
and above average temperatures may increase the fire potential to above average prior to the onset of the monsoon at
the lower elevations. Precipitation deficits were significant in this area during the winter and early spring months,
however recent wet trends has decreased forecast confidence for this area.

No significant change in the forecast over northern portions of the RMA. Below Average fire potential is forecast over
much of northern sections, and higher elevations of the Colorado Mountains through July. Average fire season
conditions will likely return to these areas late in the summer, except for below average conditions lingering over the
high country of Colorado.

Bottom-line: Lingering La Nina affects could keep fire potential above average over southern portions of Colorado
through early July, or until monsoon moisture pushes northward this summer. Recent large fire activity over the
southern Front Range region has verified conditions in that area. A late start to fire season appears to be in the cards
this year across northern sections of the RMA with a significant late spring snowpack to contend with, flooding, and
more precipitation during the month of June.



