
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

ISSUED:  A p r i l  2 I ,  1977 

Honorable Brock Adams 
Secretary 
&pr+n=nt of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S. W. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I O N  (S) 
R-77-9 and 10 

I 
___________________________I____________- 

About 4:25 am., on M y  16, 1976, a Chicago and Ebrth Western 
Transportation Company (CNW) freight train derailed near G l e n  Ellyn, 
Illimis. Another CIW freight train on an adjacent track collided 
w i t h  the derailed cars; the locamtive and nine cars of this train 
derailed. During the dexailment, the head on a tank car was punctured 
by the coupler of another car. 
cargo escaped. 
derailment and release of the ammnia. 
amunted to $1,914,600. &/ 

w e l l  during this a s g e n q .  
minor injuries and minor emlogical damage. 
advice during the earliest stage of the mergency, m v e r ,  shows a 
weakness i n  current meth& of assisting emzgency personnel in 
accidents involving hazardous mterials. 

during the earliest stages of the emergency respnse is essential for 
police and f i r m .  
have to abandon n o m  approaches and use alternative methcds to dimi- 
nate the hazard. 
r q i r e  that hazardous mterials cars must k e  pk.xrdd,  and that the 
carmrOaity rmes must Jx stenciled on cars carrying certain car- such 
as anhydrous ammnia. The traincrew carries documents that indica- the 
position in the train of each loaded car containing hazardous materials. 
A rmnlxr of the traincrew also possesses copies of the shipping papers 
for the hazardous materials which show the information r-ed. 

The tank car's anhydrous mnia 

Darrage frum the accident 
Fifteen persons were injired as a result of the 

The emeryency personnel at G l e n  Ellyn p r f o d  exceptionally 
They confined the ammnia's harm to 

Their lack of e x p r t  

Awareness of the presence of hazardous mterials in a t ra in  wreck 

When hazardous mterials are present, fir- may 

Deparimsnt of Transportation safety regulations 

'-re detailed informtion on this accident, read "RaiLroad 
Accident Report: Chicago and North Western Transportation Cbnpny, 
Weight Train Wrailments and Collision, G l e n  Ellyn, Illinois, 
M y  16, 1976." NEiB-RAR-77-2. 
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U n d e r  the regulatory procedures, emr 
to look for the placards, stencils, or 
materials informtion. There is no ev 

of the hazardous mter ia l s  shipments in the train, this 
given to the public safety cmmnicator. 
could have k e n  alerted to  the presence of the hazar& 
its specific location before he arrived a t  the scene. 

By requiring c d c a t i o n  &tween tm specified 
reliabil i ty of the notification to public safety official  
increased. It Would rust  be affeded by weather or we&a 
and when radios are operational should prwide the data to  
official ,  usually before he would arrive a t  the scene. 

A t  G l e n  Ellyn, 

Also 

%e investigation of the derailmerit disclosed 

It is obvious fran the corklitions 
w i t h  tile rqirments for Class 4 track. 



Therefore the National Transportation safety Bmxd recamends that 
the Wetary of ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r t z t i o n :  

Require by regulation that persons performing train 
dispatching functions mintain a record of trains 
and cars that  are carrying hazardous mter ia l s  and 
of current methcds of and procedures for, containment 
of these mterials in the event of a mishap and 
cormmicate tkis information to public safety 
officials inmdiately after they leam of a train 
accident. (Class 11, Priority Followup) (R-77-9) 

Require the Chicago and North Western Transportation 
Company to mintdin its tracks to the specifications 
of the Federal Track StandKds for each class and 
not increase train speeds u n t i l  it is determined that 
the track is adequate for such s p e d .  ( C l a s s  11, 
Priority Fo l lmp)  (R-77-10] 

TODD, Ch&nnXI , BAILEY, Vice Chainran, McADACG and HKUE, iWnbers, 
concurred in the abcnre reccmw&tions. Haley, IWnker did ro t  participate. 

By: w e b s t e r  B. Todd, Jr. f i  C h a a  


