
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

ISSUED:  A p r i l  21, 1977 

SAFETY RECOMMENDAT ION ( 5 )  

Honorable Bruce M. Flohr 
Deputy pdministrator 
Federal Railroad Mministration 
400 Seventh St ree t ,  S.W. 
Waskington, D.C. 20590 

R-77-6 through 8 \ 
About 8:17 a.m., on June 30, 1976, 2 l m t i v e  units and 11 cars 

of Mtrak t ra in  No. 59 derailed on the I l l inois  Central Gulf Railroad 
company's track near Goodman, Mississippi. Thirty-four of the 145 
passengers on the train were injured, 11 crewmskers e r e  injured, 
6 trackma were injured, and 1 trackman was ki l led .  
anounted to about $453,100. 

Property damage 
- 1/ 

hvestigation of the accident disclosed that train No. 59 was 
mving a t  88 mph when it derailed. 
passenger t r a ins  in the derailmnt area is  79 nph. 

The mirmn authorized sm for 

A passenger train sped. of 79 nph requires track that is 
maintained t o  the Federal Track Safety Standards for Class 4. 
the  4 workdays before the accident, a trackcrew had r e p l a d  defective 
crossties and regaged the track just north of the derailmat pint. 
An examination of this track disclosed variations in gage, irregular- 
ities i n  line and cross level, and tie plate mvemnt; even w i t h  
these irregularities the track mmplied w i t h  standards for Class 4 
track. 
that were not ascertained ky using prccedwes in  the Federal Track 
Safety Standards and contributed to the acclident. 

h r h g  

This track area, hayever, had additional critical. conditions 

1/ For mre detailed infomation on this accident, read. Railroad 
Accident &prt - kai lmat  of Amtrak  rain on 11linois 
Central Gulf Railroad, near Goodman, Mississippi, June 30, 
1976. (NPSB-RRR-77-2) 
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