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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

ISSUED: January 10, 1978 

Forwarded to: 

Mr. P a u l  H. Re i s t rup  
P r e s i d e n t  
Nat iona l  Rai l road Passenger  Corporat ion 

Washington, D.C.  20024 

SAFETY REC.OMMENDAT I ON (5)  
955 L'Enfant  P l aza  North, SW. R-77-40 

About 8:58 a . m . ,  on December 15 ,  1976, Amtrak passenger t r a i n  No. 15, 
o p e r a t i n g  on the Atchison, Topeka and Santa  Fe Railway, c o l l i d e d  wi th  an 
o i l - l aden  t rac tor -cargo  t ank  semitrailer near  Marland, Oklahoma. The 
t r u c k d r i v e r  and 2 t r a i n  crewmembers were k i l l e d ;  11 o t h e r  persons on t h e  
t r a i n  were i n j u r e d .  Proper ty  damage w a s  es t imated  t o  be $880,700. l/ 

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  a c c i d e n t  d i sc losed  that  the t r a i n ,  w i th  

- 

SDP-40F t y p e  locomotive u n i t s ,  s t r u c k  t h e  cargo tank s e m i t r a i l e r  a t  a 
speed of about  89.6 mph, i g n i t i n g  t h e  t r a i l e r ' s  cargo of crude o i l .  
t h e  o u t e r  and inne r  nose doors  of t h e  l ead  locomotive u n i t  were t o r n  l o o s e  
from t h e i r  h inges  pe rmi t t i ng  immediate and massive e n t r y  of f laming o i l  
i n t o  the cab. 

Both 

A s  a r e s u l t ,  the enginemen were k i l l e d  i n s t a n t l y .  

Therefore ,  t h e  Nat iona l  T ranspor t a t ion  Sa fe ty  Board recommends t h a t  
t h e  Na t iona l  Rai l road Passenger Corporat ion:  

S t rengthen  and improve i t s  locomotive u n i t s '  
ope ra t ing  compartments so  t h a t  they e f f e c t i v e l y  
r e s i s t  impact f o r c e s  and d e t e r  en t ry  of flammable 
l i q u i d s  i n t o  locomotive cabs.  (Class  11, P r i o r i t y  
Action) (R-77-40) 

BAILEY, Act ing Chairman, McADAMS and K I N G ,  Members, concurred i n  t h e  
above recommendation. HOGUE, Member, d i d  not  p a r t i c i p a t e .  

By: Kay Bailey 

f& Act ing  Chairman 

- 1/ For more d e t a i l e d  information about  t h i s  acc iden t  read: "Rai l road/  
Highway Accident Report -- C o l l i s i o n  of a n  Amtrak/Atchison, Topeka 
and Santa  Fe Railway Tra in  and a Tractor-Cargo Tank Semitrai ler ,  
Marland, Oklahoma, December 15, 1976." (NTSB-RHR-77-3) 
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