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WASHINGTON, D.C. 
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On January 16, 1977, the second looorrotiVe unit and 12 cars of Amtrak 
train No. 57 derailed on the Irruisville and Nashville Railroad Campany 
track a t  New Castle, Alabama. 
units, was m i n g  a t  a sped  of 42 mph around a 5" curve; the supexelevation 
of the curve was 4 inches, and the mxhm allawable speed was 40 qh. - 1/ 

During the investigation of this accident, the N a t i o n a l  Railroad 
Passenger Corporation (Amtrak) i n f o d  the safety Board that certain 
modifications viere being made to the trucks of SDP-40-F lcccxrotive mkts 
t o  inprove their ri.ding and tracking qualities around curves. An inproved 
vertical snuhbing device on each truck is included in these d f i c a t i o n s .  
The inspect.l 'on of the second Locnmrvtive u n i t  involved i n  this accident 
disclosed that the vertical snukbing device of the No. 2 truck was defective. 

The train, w i t h  SDP-40-F-- 1ocamOtiVe 

The lack of an -te snubbing device could increase the oscillations 
of the lecamt~. 've truck f m  certain track conditions which i n  turn could 
contribute to widening of the track gage. 
nansportation Safety Board recamends that the National Railroad Passenger 
Corporation: 

Therefore, the National 

Establish inspection and repair procedures that w i l l  insure that 
loccJm3tive units with defective truck mnponents w i l l  not be 
dispatched. ( C l a s s  11, Priority Followup) (R-77-36) 

BAILEX, Acting Chaixmn, MCADAMS, HCGKJE, and KING, m r s ,  conaxred 
in this recammdation. 

Acting chairman 1 

- 1/ For mre detailed i n f o m t i o n  about this accident read: 
Accident Report--Deraiht of m a k  Rain on Lauisville and 
Nashville Railroad, New Castle, AlaJxma., January 16, 1977"(NTEB-RAR-77-9). 
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