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About 3:51 p.m., on April 10, 1977, a Chicago Transit 
Authority rapid transit train ran over and killed a passenger 
who fell from the train as it was leaving the Clinton station 
in Chicago, Illinois. 

The accident occurred while a woman and two small children 
were moving from the overcrowded rear car to another car of a 
four-car train. As the woman stepped across the gap between the 
two cars, she lost her grip on her 2-year-old girl. The child 
slipped from the walkway and fell through the side chains to 
the track. 

The semicixcular end castings of the cars are used as the 
walkway between the cars when assembled in a train. 
3-inch space between the castings at the closest point. 
cars move around a curve the opening widens between the center 
of the end castings. A plate is not used to bridge the space 
between the end castings. Three loosely hanging chains secured 
to each car are intended to provide protection along each side 
of the walkway. 
between or under the chains to the track; this does not provide 
a safe passageway for persons that move between cars. 
attachment. ) 
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The records of the Chicago Transit Authority indicate that 
there have been similar incidents and accidents in the past. in 
1975, one person was killed in one of five incidents that involved 
movement from car to car. Three such incidents with two 
fatalities occurred in 1976. 
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View of end platforms from the  i n t e r i o r  of a CTA r a p i d - t r a n s i t  ca r .  

V i e w  of a r ea  between two r a p i d - t r a n s i t  ca r s .  
chain i s  about 26 inches above the  platform.  
platforms.  
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