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About 4:25 a.m., on May 16, 1976, a chicago and N x t h  W e s t e r n  
Transportation m y  (CNW) freight t ra in  derailed near Glen Ellyn, 
I l l inois.  
track, collided with the derailed cars; the lccarptive and nine cars 
of th is  train derailed. 
car was punctured by the coupler of arnther car; the tank car's 
anhyckous amMnia cargo escaped. 
result of the derailment and release of the m n i a .  
the accident amurted to $1,914,600. 

Another CNW freight train, which was mving on an adjacent 

W i n g  the derailment, the head on a tank 

Fifteen -sons m e  injured as a 
Errage fran 

lJ 

The emrgency personnel a t  G l e n  E l lyn  prformfd exceptionally 
well during t h i s  eimzrgency. 
minor injuries and minor ecolqlical clamage. Their lack of expert 
advice during the earliest stage of the cmxgency, hawwer, shows 
a weakness i n  current mthcds of assisting emergency personnel in 
accidents involving hazardous materials. 

Emergency Center (cHE)rlTREc) was established to assist onscene personnel 
in W i n g  chemical m g e n c i e s .  
emrgency personnel to recognize that they require assistame and to 
take the initiative i n  seeking such assistance. when contact&, 
CXE8WEC provides the caller w i t h  infonm+don frm written data 
sources. 
to have a kmwledgeable technical representative of the s h i p  or  
one of CHEX%%WS memter cmpmies cmnunicate directly w i t h  the caller. 

They confined the m n i a ' s  l-mm to 

The Manufacturing chemists Association's Chemical Transportation 

The CXEXEW2 approach relies on 

If the caller desires further assistance, MEMpREc arranges 

1/ For mre detailed informtion on this accident, read "Railroad - 
Accident Reprt: 
Cconpany, Freight Wain Derajlments and Collision, Glen Ellyn, 
Illinois, May 16, 1976," mB-RAR-77-2. 

Chicago and Mrth Western eanspx ta t ion  

2027 



Tkis axrangexwit does not provide technical 
off ic ia ls  ducing the earliest d i a p s t i c  stage of 
is needed is for such wts to ass i s t  the local 

off ic ia ls '  questions inmdiately, and to aler  
potentially dangemus situations whichmight 
continues. 

Such t k l y  assistarice requires the es 
l i n k  between the railroad di 
and technical experts wfio 
scon a s  the presence of hazard~us  materials in a train wreck is 
The Board recognizes that 

its knowledge of the 

Therefore, the IQtional Transprtation saf 
the Mmufacturing Chemists Association: 

TODD, (3ahm.n , EArLEx, vice fflairrran 
concurred in the ahme r e c m t i o n .  w 


