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About 4:25 am., on May 16,  1976, the loccrnotive and 27 cars of 
chicago and North Western Transportatian Ompmy's (CNW) freight 
train No. 242 derailed as they m e d  around a 1°54' to 2'15' ccgnpound 
curve near G l e n  Ellyn, Illinois. Amther CNW freight train, XI. 380, 
which was m i n g  on an adjacent track, collided w i t h  the derailed 
cars of No. 242; the 1- 've and nine cars of M. 380 derailed. 
The tankhead of No. 380's f i f th  car was punctured by the coupler of 
another car during the derailment. 
cargo escaped. Fifteen persons Were injured as  a result of the 
derailment and relmse of amronia. 
to $1,914,000. 1,' 

The tank car's arhydrous m n i a  

I)arrage from the accident arroUntea 
- 

The investigation of the derailmmt disclosed t h a t  train I@. 242 
w a s  the f i r s t  eastbound freight train permitted by W to operate a t  
a passenger train speed of 60 mph on track 2 and was m a V i n g  a t  60 mph 
when the accident occurred. A freight train speed of 60 mph repires 
tha t  the track be mintained to the Federal Track Safety Star&rds 
requir-ts for Class 4. An emminiition of track 2 M a t e l y  west of 
the derailment point disclosed five lccations where the m s s t i e  corditions 
only caplied with Class 3 specifications and one point where they did 
ncst even caply  w i t h  Class 1. There were sweral locations where the 
differences in  cross levels =e m u g h l  and several joint locations 
where unsecured track shims had been wed to adjust levels. 

mre  detailed infometion on this accident, read "Railroad 
Accident Repart: Chicago and North Western Tlransp3rtation mwpanY, 
Freight 'Wain D e r a i h t s  an3 Collision, G l e n  Ellyn, Illinois, 
May 16, 1976." NISB-RAR-77-2. 
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