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:A£f3;15 @;ﬁ.;_oﬁ.Maréﬁ 13, 1977, an explosion destroyed a house at
325G ‘Hoon Street in Monongahela, Pennsylvania. One person was killed by
.ﬁh§5ékplosion and another person was hospitalized.

= ..“The Equ1tabla Gas Company {Equitable) was notified of the accident
'ﬁat 3131 p.m._and ‘company personnel arrived at the site at 3:40 p.m.
1Equ1tab1e reported the accident by telephone to the Pennsylvania Public
Utlllty Commlssion at 8 15 p.m. on the same day.

B Equltable notlfled the Offlce of Pipeline Safety Operations (OPS0)

by telephone at 11:40 ‘a.m. on March 14, 1977, more than 20 hours after

oo the accident: and more than 15 hours after the Public Utility Commission
was’ not;fied._:Ti.f' L

i OPSD notlfled the National Transportatlon Safety Board of the
5acc1dent by telephone at 11:55 a.m. on March 14, 1977. A Safety Board
ilnvestlgator arrived ‘at the accident site about 6:30 p.m. that evening,
;more than 27 hours after the exp1051on

fThis:27—hourgdelay.hampered the Safety Board's ability to obtain
first~hand, eyewitness statements, to evaluate the extent of gas leakage,
'and~td'detérmine the-source of the leak.

The 1ate notlflcatlon of this accident to the Office of Pipeline
?Safety Dperations is not unigue. The Safety Board has investigated 12
'p;pellne ‘accidents involving Equitable and other companies in 1977 to
‘date; 3. accldent_not;ficatlons were from 4 days to 1 month late, and an
- average of 10 hours elapsed between the accident and its notification in
“.-the ‘other.9 cases._The earllest notification was 4 hours after the

Zﬂaccmdent. SEHEEAN :
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Title 49 CFR 191.5, Telephonic Notice of Certain Leaks, states the

following:

"(a) At the earliest practicable moment following

discovery, each operator shall give notice in accordance

with paragraph (b) of the section of any leak that --

(1) Caused a death or a personal injury requirihg
hospitalization;

(2) Required the taking of any segment of trans—
mission pipeline out of service;

(3) Resulted in gas igniting;

{4) Caused estimated damage to the property of
the operator, or others, or both, of a
total of $5,000 or more; or

(5) In the judgment of the operator was signif-
icant even though it did not meet the
criteria of subparagraphs (1), (2), (3), or
(4) of this paragraph.

(b) Each notice required by paragraph (a) of this
section shall be made by telephone to area code (202)
426~0700 and shall include the following information:

(1) 1The location of the leak

{2) The time of the leak

(3) The fatalities and personal injuries, if any.

(4) All other significant facts that are known
by the operator that are relevant to the
cause of the leak or extent of the damages."

In a letter to all operators of gas pipeline facilities and State
agencies dated January 29, 1971, the Acting Director of the Office of . o
Pipeline Safety (now OPSO) stated that " . . . in most cases this" telephonlc' 
report can and should be made within one to two hours after discovery. : -
This letter was responsive to a condition which existed at that time- and’

which continues to exist.

In the March 1977 Pipeline Advisory Bulletim, OPSO repoftéd”théf )
pipeline companies should telephonically notify OPSO within 1 to 2 hours

after discovery.
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i Therefore, the Natlunal Transportation Safety Board recommends that
i j‘the Offlce of Pipellne Safety Operetions of the Materials Transportation
' fﬁBureau S . _

._TtEnforce the notifinatlon requirements as stated in
.49 CFR 191.5, in view of the continuing noncompliance
ef pipeline operators._ (Class I, Urgent Followup) (P-77-15)

,e_':- 5T0DD Chairman, BAILEY, Vice Chairman, McADAMS, HOGUE, and HALEY,
'efMEmbers, concurred in the above recommendation.

y: Webster B. Todd, Jr.
: .. - Chairman
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