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SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I ON (S) 

.I- M-77-37 - 

On January 31, 1975, t h e  SS EDGAR E!. QUEENY depar ted  t h e  Monsanto 
Company dock a t  Bridgeport ,  New Jersey ,  and commenced a 180" t u r n  t o  
proceed up t h e  Delaware River t o  Paulsboro, New Je r sey .  
t h e  Marcus Hook anchorage i n t o  t h e  channel w a s  not  success fu l ,  and t h e  
QUEENY co l l ided  wi th  t h e  S/T CORINTHOS. 
t h e  river on t h e  Pennsylvania s i d e  a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  Petroleum dock discharg- 
ing  her  cargo of crude o i l .  
and f i r e s  t h a t  destroyed t h e  CORINTHOS, caused minor damage t o  t h e  QUEENY, 
and s u b s t a n t i a l l y  damaged t h e  B r i t i s h  Petroleum f a c i l i t y .  A s  a r e s u l t  of 
t h e  acc iden t ,  26 persons e i t h e r  were k i l l e d  o r  are missing and 11 persons 
were i n j u r e d .  _. l/ 

The t u r n  ac ross  

The CORINTHOS was moored ac ross  

The c o l l i s i o n  i n i t i a t e d  a series of explosions 

After t h e  explosions occurred on t h e  CORINTHOS, d e b r i s ,  o i l ,  and f i r e  
spread t o  t h e  deck of t h e  QUEENY. Upon t h e  sounding of t h e  genera l  alarm, 
o f f i c e r s  and crew of t h e  QUEENY responded promptly and fought  t h e  f i r e  
very e f f e c t i v e l y  and success fu l ly .  The foam system w a s  energized and 
monitors manned. Each s t a t i o n  w a s  used proper ly  t o  combat t h e  f i r e  even 
though t h e  s h i p  w a s  underway, c r e a t i n g  a r e l a t i v e  wind ac ross  t h e  deck. 
The f i r e f i g h t i n g  e f f o r t  w a s  undoubtedly t h e  key f a c t o r  i n  ave r t ing  a conflag- 
r a t i o n  on t h e  QUEENY, which was car ry ing  flammable chemical products.  The 
a b i l i t y  of t h e  crew t o  use t h e  equipment proper ly  was a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of 
a t r a i n i n g  program that had been conducted on board t h e  QUEENY and which 
involved t h e  use  of i t s  equipment during the voyage immediately preceding 
t h e  acc ident .  We understand t h a t  t h e  Maritime Adminis t ra t ion is developing 
a nationwide curr iculum and program f o r  f i r e f i g h t i n g  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  crews 
of merchant ves se l s .  We s t r o n g l y  support  your e f f o r t s  i n  t h a t  regard.  

- l/ For more complete information regarding t h i s  c a s u a l t y ,  read "Marine 
Casualty Report ,  SS EDGAR M. QIJEENY C o l l i s i o n  wi th  the Liber ian  S /T  
CORINTHOS, Marcus Hook, Pennsylvania, January 31, 1975." (USCG/ 
NTSB-MAR-77-2) 
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T h m - e f n r e .  the National  Transpor ta t ion  Sa fe ty  Board recommends t h a t  _..____-__, -..~ 

t he  ;?arit ime Administration: 

Expedite completion of i ts f i r e f i g h t i n g  t r a i n  
and program, which should inc lude  b a s i c  f i r e f  
a t  shores ide  f a c i l i t i e s  and follow-on t r a i n i n  
using shipboard cvqtem'i and eouiDment. f o r  merchant mari 
n f f i c e r s  and s 

. .  I -, - - ___ 
_ _ - _ ~  eamen. (Class 11, P r i o r i t y  Action 

BAILEY, Acting Chairman, McAUAMS, HOGUE, and ICING, Me 
concurred i n  t h i s  recomendation. 

BY: Kay Bai ley 
Acting Chairman 


