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SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I ON (5) 

M-77-31 

About 2051 (P.d.t .1,  on September 13, 1976, t h e  PEARL-C, a c h a r t e r  
f i s h i n g  boa t ,  r o l l e d  over  on i t s  p o r t  s i d e ,  f looded,  and sank while  being 
towed a c r o s s  t h e  Columbia River Bar near  A s t o r i a ,  Oregon, by a U.S. Coast 
Guard 44-foot motor l i f e b o a t .  Of t h e  10 persons  aboard t h e  PEARL-C, 2 
persons were rescued ,  1 person drowned, and 7 persons ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  
vessel o p e r a t o r ,  are miss ing  and presumed dead. - 1/ 

The PEARL-C became d i sab led  and reques ted  Coast Guard a s s i s t a n c e  about  
1325 on September 13. The Coast Guard loca ted  t h e  PEARL-C a f t e r  a lengthy  
sea rch  and took  i t  i n  tow. 
ope ra to r  s t e e r e d  t h e  boa t  from t h e  f l y i n g  b r i d g e  i n  o r d e r  t o  keep t h e  
towline a l igned  wi th  t h e  towing v e s s e l .  

While t h e  PEARL-C was being towed, i t s  

Since t h e  r ad io t e l ephone  on t h e  PEARL-C w a s  l o c a t e d  near  t h e  o p e r a t o r  
s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  main cabin ,  t h e  ope ra to r  had t o  come down i n t o  t h e  cabin  
t o  use  t h e  r a d i o .  While under tow, t h e  o p e r a t o r  d i d  n o t  communicate wi th  
t h e  motor l i f e b o a t  wh i l e  he was s t e e r i n g  t h e  boa t  from the f l y i n g  br idge .  
I f  t h e  ope ra to r  had become aware of an emergency s i t u a t i o n  on t h e  PEARL-C 
he  would have had t o  move from t h e  f l y i n g  b r i d g e  t o  the r ad io t e l ephone  
t o  r e p o r t  t h e  problem; such movement would have been dangerous s i n c e  t h e  
PEARL-C w a s  r o l l i n g  h e a v i l y  j u s t  be fo re  t h e  acc iden t .  Therefore ,  the 
l o c a t i o n  of t h e  r ad io t e l ephone  i n s t a l l a t i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  an unsa fe  cond i t ion .  

Although t h i s  arrangement obviously prevented t h e  ope ra to r  from 
main ta in ing  a n  e f f e c t i v e  l i s t e n i n g  watch on channel  1 6  VHF, as requ i r ed  
by FCC r e g u l a t i o n s ,  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  w a s  approved by t h e  FCC i n s p e c t o r .  
In p a r t ,  t h i s  i s  because FCC r e g u l a t i o n s  do not  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e q u i r e  t h e  

- l/ For more d e & a i l e d  information,  read  "Marine Casua l ty  Report:  Charter  
F ish ing  Boat PEARL-C Sinking on t h e  Columbia River  Bar Near As to r i a ,  
Oregon, September 13 ,  1976." (NTSB-MAR-77-1) 
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