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ENDAT I C  

On August 20 ,  1976, a t r a c t o r - s e m i t r a i l e r  l ea sed  t o  the  Long 
Transpor t a t ion  Company (Long) of D e t r o i t ,  Nichigan, was descending a 
s t e e p  grade i n  Val ley View, Ohio, when i t  c o l l i d e d  wi th  10 automobiles 
t h a t  were s topped a t  a t r a f f i c  s i g n a l  a t  the  bottom of the  grade .  Eight  
of t h e  27 automobile occupants  d i ed  and 15  were i n j u r e d .  L/ 

The t r a c t o r ,  a s e m i t r a i l e r ,  and t h e  s e r v i c e s  of a d r i v e r ,  ( t h e  
o.cmer-operator) had been t r i p  l ea sed  t o  Long (one t r i p )  by Frostways,  
I n c . ,  (Frostways) of D e t r o i t .  According t o  t h e  Long ?fan i fes t  and T r i p  
Lease,  the  acc iden t  t r a c t o r  and a Brown s e m i t r a i l e r  were presented  t o  
Long f o r  i t s  pre- lease i n s p e c t i o n  i n  South Kearney, New J e r s e y .  No 
d i sc repanc ie s  were noted f o r  either v e h i c l e .  According t o  t h e  t r u c k d r i v e r s  
d a i l y  l o g s ,  he drove t o  Stamford, Connect icut ,  picked up t h e  Long cargo 
and headed f o r  D e t r o i t .  l a e n  t h e  acc iden t  occurred i n  Val ley View, t h e  
t r a c t o r  vas p u l l i n g  a Tra i lmobi le  semitrailer which was loaned t o  
Frostways,  not  t h e  Brown s e m i t r a i l e r  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  Manifest  and T r i p  
Lease. Long informed t h e  S a f e t y  Board t h a t  t h e  Manifest  and Tr ip  Lease 
had been prepared f o r  t h e  wrong s e m i t r a i l e r .  
no t i ced  a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  pre- lease  in spec t ion .  

This d iscrepancy  was n o t  

-- 
- 1/ For more informarion about  t h i s  acc iden t  r ead :  "Highway Accident 

Report--Long Transpor t a t ion  Company Trac tor -Semi t ra i le r  C o l l i s i o n  
With Mul t ip le  Vehic les ,  Val ley View, Ohio, August 20, 1 9 7 6 , "  
(NTSB-HAR-77-3). 
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A post-accident  examination of t h e  t r a c t o r  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i t  was 
not  equipped w i t h  f r o n t  wheel brakes  and t h a t  t h e  bogie a x l e  brakes  were 
improperly ad jus t ed .  An examination of t h e  brake system on t h e  s e m i t  
showed t h a t  t h e  brake drums were badly  scored  wi th  s i g n i f i c a n t  l i p s  a 
t h e  drum openings.  The f o u r  brake shoe anchor p i n s  on t h e  r e a r  tande 
a x l e  brakes  were rus t ed  o r  o therwise  corroded and were inoperable .  
cond i t ion  prevented any rear brake a p p l i c a t i o n .  
wheel bear ing  w a s  n o t  l u b r i c a t e d .  A l l  of t h e  s l a c k  ad ju  
beyond t h e  p o i n t  where they  should have been r ead jus t ed .  Of the e i g  
brakes  a v a i l a b l e  on t h i s  combination v e h i c l e ,  two were inope rab le  an 
t h e  o t h e r  s i x  were marginal .  

The l e f t  f ront-ax1 

Frostways could produce no maintenance r eco rds  f o r  e i ther  t h e  
t r a c t o r  or t h e  s e m i t r a i l e r .  It w a s  determined t h a t  the  brake  shoes 
t h e  t r a c t o r  were those  o r i g i n a l l y  i n s t a l l e d  by t h e  manufacturer.  Even 
though t h e  t r a c t o r  had been d r iven  more than 65,000 mi l e s ,  t h e  l i n i n g s  
showed r e l a t i v e l y  minor wear. The cond i t ion  of t h e  rear -ax le  brakes  o 
the  s e m i t r a i l e r  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  n e i t h e r  p r e t r i p  in spec t ions  by t h e  d r i v  
nor prevent ive  maintenance by t h e  c a r r i e r  had been conducted r e c e n t l y .  
Had Long conducted a complete ore- lease  in spec t ion  the  d iscrepancy  i n  
t h e  v e h i c l e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  on t h e  Elanifest  and Tr ip  Lease would have 
been d iscovered .  During a proper i n s p e c t i o n  the  imprope 
p a r t i a l l y  inoperable  brake  systems should have been discovered and 
co r rec t ed .  I f  t h e  t ruckdr ive r  had conducted a proper  p r  
found t h e  marginal  brake adjustments  on the  t r a c t o r  and 
brakes  on t h e  s e m i t r a i l e r ,  and r e fused  t o  d r i v e  t h e  unsafe  v e h i c l e  
provided f o r  by Federa l  Motor C a r r i e r  Sa fe ty  Regulat ion 49 CFR 392. 
t h e  acc iden t  could have been avoided.  Also,  i f  Frostways had conduct 
t h e  p reven t ive  maintenance programs r equ i r ed  by 49 CFR 396.2, t h e  condi 
of t h e  t r a c t o r  and s e m i t r a i l e r  brake systems would have been d iscovered  
and co r rec t ed  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t r i p  l e a s e  t o  Long. 

The Sa fe ty  Board r e a l i z e s  t h a t  t h e  Bureau of Efotor Carrier Sa 
(BMCS) h a s  l i m i t e d  r e sources  f o r  commercial v e h i c l e  i n spec t ions .  As 
r e s u l t  of t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  t h e  BMCS was a b l e  t o  i n s p e c t  
percent  of t h e  es t imated  4 m i l l i o n  i n t e r s t a t e  commercial 
1975. 21 
i n t e r s t a t e  commercial v e h i c l e s .  21 

I n  1975 t h e r e  w a s  on ly  one s a f e t y  i n s p e c t o r  f o r  every  32, 

.- 
- 21 Report t o  t h e  Congress by t h e  Comptroller General  of t h e  Uni 

May 6 ,  1977 :  "The Federa l  Motor C a r r i e r  Sa fe ty  Program: 
Achieving What the  Congress Wanted." 
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Therefore, the National Transportation Safety Board recommends that 
the Bureau of Motor Carrier Safety: 

Request added resources to give greater priority to increased 
roadside inspections of commercial motor vehicles and safety 
compliance surveys of carrier operations to insure greater 
compliance of vehicle maintenance operations and records. 
(Class 11, Priority Action) (H-77-43) 

BAILEY, Acting Chairman, McADMIS, HOGUE, and KING, Members, concurred 
in the above recommendation. 

? 
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BY: Kav Railev 

Acting Chairman 
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