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F o r w a r d e d  to: 

Honorable Ianghorne M. Bond 
Mministrator SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I O N  ( S )  
Federal Aviation Admini.stration 
Waskington, D.C. 20591 A-77-68 -- 

The N a t i o n a l  Transportation Safety Board has noted w i t h  concern 
your recent issuance of Amendrat 121-134, Additional W e a t h e x  Informtion, 
t o  the Federal Aviation Regulations. As you know, t h i s  mmt requires 
that d-stic and f lag air carriers adopt an approved system for  obtaining 
forecasts and rewrts of adverse weather conditions that may affect  
safety of f l igh t  w h i l e  en route and a t  each airport to be used. 
to a f l ight ,  the a i rc raf t  dispatcher would be required to provide the 
pilot-in-ccmmnd w i t h  all available w e a t h e r  reports and forecasts of 
weather conditions for each route to be flavn and each airport t o  be 
used. During a f l ight ,  the a i rc raf t  dispatcher muld be required to 
provide the pilot-in-canmnd w i t h  any additional available informtion 
of mteorological conditions that might affect  safety of f l ight .  

Prior 

- Although the Safety Board agrees w i t h  the intent of the amen&ent 
to reduce the number of accidents resulting from adverse weather, we 
have serious reservations concerning certain aspects of the amended 
requiremat. 

accidents in the terminal area indicate that the tirrr?ly transmission of 
severe weather informtion by the a x p n y  dispatcher to a f l i gh t  in the 
terminal area is generally not feasible because he rea l i s t ica l ly  cannot 
keep abreast of rapidly developing ternuna ' I area weather. The Safety 
Board is convinced of the need for the developnwt and inplematation of 
a system for controllers to relay severe thunderstorms and tornado 
bulletins to a i rc raf t  i n  the terminal area. We continue t o  believe that 
the re spns ib i l i t y  for transmission of such informtion necessarily 
devolves t o  the controller and that the provisions of Arw-dmnt 121-134, 
a s  they apply t o  the teminal area, are unrealistic. 

Our investigations of several Severe weather-related air carrier 

2059A 



- 2 -  

Although the weather infomation relay problem {ray not be as critical 
for en route f l ights  as it is for f l ights  i n  the temuna ' 1 area, the 
Safety Board's investigation and public hearing wncerning the recen 
S0uthe.m Airways, Inc., E-9-30 accident at  New Hope ,  Georgia, reve 
that there m y  be deficiencies in  the relay of adverse weather inf 
during the en route phase a s  m11. €&ever, the safety Board beli 
that the problem is mre urgent in the terminal area and that di re 
inmediate action is needed to improve the current t d m l - a r e a  wea 
dissemination system. 

Therefore, the National Transpxtation Safety Board recmwnds that 
the Federal Aviation Mmhistration : 

Formulate rules and procedures for  the t k l y  dissemination 
by air t r a f f i c  writrollers of all available severe weather 
information to i.nkound and outbound flightcrews i n  the 
terminal area. (Class 11-Friority F o l l c ~ m ~ )  (A-77-68). 

BAILEY, Acting Chairmn, MCADAMS, H-, and W ,  Members, cuncurr 

4% in the above recmmendation. 

By: Kay Bailey 
Acting Chainran 


