
NAL T~ANSPQ~TATIQ 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

ISSUED: July 13, 1977 

SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I O N ( S )  

A-7 7-51 

7 ,  a New York Airways Sikorsky S61L h e l i c o p t e r  
a h e l i p o r t  a top  t h e  Pan 

Building i n  New York C i ty .  A s  you know, t h e  acc ident  
he r i g h t  landing gear .  

copter  r o l l e d  over,  the cockpi t  door, which c o n s i s t s  

I n  an emergency evacuat ion s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  cap ta in  must e n t e r  
n through t h i s  door and a s s i s t  the  passengers.  However, i n  

n s t ance  t h e  cap ta in  had t o  leave  the cockpi t  v i a  an emergency 

and jammed i n  the  door 

t h e  cabin through another door. 

7 are not  requi red  t o  have 
a i r c r a f t  operated under 

y used i n  normal ope ra t ions ,  
cessary  and could become 
b in  during emergency 
y r e p o r t s  by some h e l i c o p t e r  
e door t r acks  during normal 

locked access  from t h e  cockpi t  t o  t h e  cabin becomes more se r ious  
he h e l i c o p t e r  is operated without a f l i g h t  a t t endan t .  Cur-  

y ,  New York Airways' Operations Spec i f i ca t ions  al low t h i s  
be conducted without a f l i g h t  a t tendant  i f  fewer than 
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19  passengers a r e  being t ranspor ted .  Without a f l i g h t  a t t endan t ,  c l e a r  
and rap id  crew access  t o  the  cabin a rea  i s  imperative during an emer- 
gency. The Sa fe ty  Board be l i eves  t h a t  the  cockpit  door m u s t  no t  be 
allowed t o  obs t ruc t  the  crew o r  rescuers  a s  i t  d id  i n  t h i s  acc ident .  

Accordingly, the  Nat ional  Transpor ta t ion  Safe ty  Board recommends 
t h a t  t he  Federa l  Aviat ion Adminis t ra t ion:  

Require t h a t  the  s l i d i n g  cockpi t  door on the  Sikorsky 
561 h e l i c o p t e r  be removed o r  re ta ined  open so t h a t  i t  
cannot obs t ruc t  the  en t rance  from the  cockpi t  t o  t he  
cabin a rea .  (Class I1 - P r i o r i t y  Followup) (A-77-51) 

TODD, Chairman, BAILEY, Vice Chairman, McADAMS, HOGUE, and HALEY, 
Members, concurred i n  the  above recommendation. 

Chairman I 


