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Recently,  s e v e r a l  a i r c r a f t  acc idents  have occurred a t  DuPage County 
Ai rpor t ,  I l l i n o i s ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  2200 :00 ,  t h e  n i g h t l y  c los ing  time f o r  
t h e  a i r  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  tower. 

On Ju ly  29, 1975, N21855, a Cessna 172, was i n  t h e  t r a f f i c  p a t t e r n  
a t  DuPage County Airpor t  f o r  p r a c t i c e  landings on runway 15 when t h e  
tower closed.  
and advised,  "Eight f i v e  f i v e  was touch and go on one f i v e  ...." Another 
p i l o t  i n  t h e  a rea  saw t h e  a i r p l a n e  c rash  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  and he 
advised t h e  f l i g h t  s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n  of t h e  acc ident  a t  2201:05. The 
repor ted  su r face  v i s i b i l i t y  was 10 miles. 

A t  2200:30 t h e  p i l o t  c a l l e d  Chicago F l i g h t  Serv ice  S t a t i o n  

On May 31, 1976, N174YC, a Beechcraft  BE-18, was c leared  f o r  a 
s t r a i g h t - i n  l o c a l i z e r  approach t o  runway 10 a t  DuPage County Airpor t .  
The p i l o t  communicated with DuPage tower a t  2154:25. 
problem wi th  h i s  d i r e c t i o n a l  gyros, t h e  p i l o t  made a missed approach and 
w a s  switched over t o  Chicago A i r  Route T r a f f i c  Control  Center (Chicago 
Center) f o r  another  approach. When N174YC w a s  c leared  f o r  a second 
approach a t  2206:55, t h e  tower was closed.  The a i r p l a n e  crashed a t  
2217:OO; t h e  repor ted  s u r f a c e  v i s i b i l i t y  w a s  l m i l e  w i t h  fog.  

Because of a 

On March 3 ,  1977, N1947Y, a Mooney MUZOE, w a s  c leared  f o r  a s t r a i g h t -  
i n  instrument landing system (ILS) approach t o  runway LO by DuPage tower 
about 2151:OO. Because t h e  p i l o t  had problems r ece iv ing  t h e  g l i d e  s lope  
s i g n a l ,  he made a missed approach; N1947Y was vectored back t o  t h e  
l o c a l i z e r  course by Chicago Center.  Chicago Center c leared  N1947Y f o r  
another  s t r a i g h t - i n  ILS approach to runway 10 a t  2206:05 ( a f t e r  the 
DuPage tower had c losed ) .  A t  2214:20, N1947Y c a l l e d  Chicago Center 
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Survey all airports with published instrument approach 
procedures and with control towers which do not 
operate continuously to assure that the airport 
lights can be controlled by another Federal Aviation 
Administration facility or by a pilot when the 
control tower is not operational. (Class 11 - 
Priority Followup) (A-77-37) 

TODD, Chairman, BAILEY, Vice Chairman, S ,  HOGUE, and HALEY, 
Members, concurred in the above recommendations 

By: kx* ebster B. Todd, Jr. 
Chairman 


