2 NATIOHAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARU
WASHINGTON, D.C.
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Honorable Langhorne M. Bond
Administrator
Federal Aviation Administration SAFETY RECOMMENDATION(S)
Washington, D. C. 20591
A-77-24 and 25
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During the National Transportation Safety Board's investigation
of a Piper Cherckee Cruiser {(PA-28~140) accident at the Baltimore
Memorial Stadium, Baltimore, Maryland, on December 19, 1976, the
Safety Board and the City of Baltimore had difficulty obtaining a
blood sample which had been taken from the pilot when he was admitted
to the hospital. A court order was required to obtain samples for
alcohol tasting.

Each year, the Safety Board determines alcohol to be a cause or
a factor in about 40 aircraft accidents, almost all of which are fatal.
However, in many accidents in which a pilot survives, the Safety Board
is unable to obtain a blood alcohol test because the pilot musi consent
fo the testing. Because of the consent limitations, there is currently
no method for determining the number of alcohol~related szurvivable air-
eraft accidents, We are concerned that many more aviation accidents
may be alcohol-related than is currently known.

14 CFR 91.11(1) and (2) specify that no person may act as a crew-
member of a civil aircraft within 8 hours after the consumption of
any alcoholic beverage or while under the influence of alcohol. While
each of the 530 States has established minimum alcohol levels in high-
way transportation at which drivers are considered to be under the
influence of alcohol, the Federal Aviation Regulations contain no
minimem alcohol level at which a pilot is considered to be under the
influence of alcohol.

The Safety Board surveyed the 50 States to determine which ones
can require a pilot to submit to a blood alcohol test. This survey

2057



Honorable Langhbrné'M-'and - $:.;3'

showed that,'of the 33 States whlch reSponded,fIZ can, requ1re't tln”
and 4 have implied consent Iaws pertaining to: pllots. ‘We believe
that implied consent in av1at10n should be expande to include all
licensed pllots.;, _1' T i

In view of the above, the Natlonal Transportatlon afet Boar!
recommends that the Federal Av1at10n Admmnlstratlcn' :

:Amend 14 CFR 61 3 to. 1nc1ude an 1mp11ed consent claus
which would be a condltlon for: the 1ssuance_of :
certificate. - (A-77-24) (Class II ~-Pr10r1ty Followup)

Amend 14 CFR 91.11 to specify alcohol 1evels at '_'h h
a pilot is considered to be under the 1nf1uenc' -
alcohol. (A—77—25) (Class ir - Prlorlty Followup)

TODD, Chairman, BAiLEY;'Vicé_Chéifméh;
Members, concurred in the above recommendatx

'”-_Cha;rman.



