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SAFETY RECOMMENDAT l O N ( S )  

A-77-18 and 19 I 
On August 6 ,  1976, an A i r  Chicago Freight Air l ines ,  Inc., North 

American TB-25N, N94462, operating with a limited category airworthiness 
c e r t i f i c a t e ,  crashed while attempting an emergency landing a t  Midway 
Airport ,  Chicago, I l l i n o i s .  The National Transportation Safety Board's 
invest igat ion of the accident indicated tha t  corrective action should he 
taken t o  reduce the poss ib i l i ty  of a s imilar  accident. 

The f l i g h t  was conducted t o  prepare a p i l o t  for  a B-25 type-rating 
examination and only the t ra inee and an instructor  p i l o t  were aboard. 
About 5 minutes a f t e r  takeoff, the p i l o t  advised Midway tower, "Emergency, 
request s t r a igh t  i n  4462." This was the  l a s t  radio transmission from 
the a i r c r a f t .  About 35 seconds l a t e r ,  the p i l o t  of another a i r c r a f t  
reported tha t  the 0-25 had crashed. 
area and destroyed two houses, two garages, three automobiles, and a 
boat. 
person on the ground were k i l led  and another person on the ground 
was injured seriously.  

The a i r c r a f t  crashed i n  a populated 

An addi t ional  10 houses were damaged. Both crewmembers and one 

The a i r c r a f t  was destroyed by impact and f i r e .  

Our investigation indicates tha t  a massive in t e rna l  f a i l u r e  occurred 
i n  the l e f t  engine; the f a i l u r e  resul ted i n  a f i r e  which was not con- 
tained and could not be extinguished by the engine's f i r e  extinguisher 
system. Consequently, the f i r e  spread and caused la rge  amounts of smoke 
and combustion products t o  enter the cockpit. 
combustion products apparently caused the flightcrew to  lose control of 
the a i r c r a f t .  The Board could not determine the precise reason f o r  the 
engine f a i lu re .  

The presence of these 
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