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i SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I ON ( S )  

Forwarded to: 
Honorable John L. McLucas 
Administrator 
Federal  Aviation Adminis t ra t ion 

A-77-12 and 13 i Washington, D. C .  20591 

It has come t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  National Transpor ta t ion  Safe ty  
Board t h a t  increas ing  numbers of nonce r t i f i ca t ed  a i r p o r t s  i n  t h e  48 
contiguous s t a t e s  a r e  rece iv ing  passenger s e r v i c e  by commuter a i r  
c a r r i e r s .  Civil  Aeronautics Board s t a t i s t i c s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  number 
of  passengers ca r r i ed  by commuter a i r  c a r r i e r s  has r i s e n  from about 
4 mil l ion  i n  f i s c a l  year  1970 t o  w e l l  over 7 mi l l i on  i n  f i s c a l  year  
1975. It may be deduced a l s o  from t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  t h a t  t h e  number 
of nonce r t i f i ca t ed  a i r p o r t s  se rv ing  commuter a i r  c a r r i e r s  with pas- 
senger  s e r v i c e  only may be a s  high as  150. Many of t hese  a i r p o r t s  
a r e  genera l  a v i a t i o n  a i r p o r t s  and some se rve  more f l i g h t s  each day 
than do c e r t i f i c a t e d  a i r p o r t s  with t h e  lower t r a f f i c  l e v e l s .  

The Safety Board's acc ident  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  experience has shown 
t h a t  many nonce r t i f i ca t ed  a i r p o r t s  have e i t h e r  rudimentary c r a s h / f i r e /  
rescue  (CFR) c a p a b i l i t i e s  o r  a r e  e n t i r e l y  dependent on f i r e f i g h t i n g  
equipment from nearby communities. Often, a community f i r e f i g h t i n g  
f o r c e  is composed of vo lunteer  personnel ,  who may not  be t r a ined  i n  
t h e  CFFi techniques assoc ia ted  wi th  a i r c r a f t  acc idents .  Thus, t h e  
Sa fe ty  Board is concerned t h a t  commuter a i r  c a r r i e r  passengers a r e  n o t  
being pro tec ted  adequately.  

While t h e  Safety Board i s  aware t h a t  t h e  Federal  Aviat ion Admin- 
i s t r a t i o n  i s  s tudying t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  of c e r t i f i c a t i n g  a i r p o r t s  se rv ing  
t h e  commuter a i r  c a r r i e r  i ndus t ry  (thereby improving t h e  CFR c a p a b i l i t y  
of  such a i r p o r t s )  in te r im measures must be taken t o  r a i s e  t h e  cu r ren t  
l e v e l  of s a f e t y  f o r  commuter a i r  c a r r i e r  passengers .  The Sa fe ty  Board 
be l i eves  t h a t  such measures should inc lude  appropr i a t e  t r a i n i n g  f o r  
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firefighting personnel in CFR techniques associated with aircraft 
accidents. Advisory Circular (AC) 139.49-1, and the 150/5210 serie 
Advisory Circulars contain excellent material for the formulation o 
a training curriculum for firefighting pe 
safety at noncertificated airports. 

In view of the above, the National 
recommends that the Federal Aviation Administration: 

Formulate, in cooperation with the National Fire Protection 
Association, a training program for use by local fire de- 
partments as a minimum standard for firefighting personnel 
involved in CFR activities at noncertificated airports. 
(A-77-12) (Class 11, Priority followup) 

Disseminate the training progra 
Commuter Airlines Association of America, the National F 
Prevention and Control Administration, and the American 
Association of Airport Executives, to State and local govern- 
ments and airport operators and urge them to adopt it in the 
interest of passenger safety. (A-77-13) (Class 11, Priority 
followup) 

TODD, Chairman, BAILEY, Vice Ch 
Members, concurred in the above reco 

THIS RECOMMENDATION WILL BE REL 
DATE SHOWN ABOVE. NO PUBLIC DISSEMI 
MADE PRIOR TO THAT DATE. 


