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Fig. 1.1.  The Hanford Site, including Central Hanford and the Hanford Reach National
Monument.
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Pollinator Study Survey Areas – General Site Descriptions 

 

1. Sand Dunes 
a. Dune are near river, but have a unique habitat and ecology all of their own. 

2. Top of ALE 
a. Highest elevation point in region, and has unique habitat at the very top but 

nearby habitat is a mix of the standard sagebrush dominated native habitat or is 
recovering from a recent to fairly recent series of wildfires. 

3. Backside of ALE Peak Near Bobcat Canyon 
a. Slighter lower elevation than peak, more gentle slope, habitat is mainly more 

sagebrush habitat or recovering from fire habitat – similar to what is found at the 
bottom of ALE and several other survey sites. 

4. Bottom of ALE, somewhere in the middle of the 1200 foot road 
a. Habitat used to be sagebrush dominated, but is now in various stages of recovery 

after a series of wildfires; USFWS has attempted to replant most of the lower 
regions of ALE with native grasses, primarily via aerial methods. 

5. Snively Springs  
a. A natural spring, one of the largest in the area; habitat near the springs is tree 

dominated habitat with several different species. 
6. Greasewood Dominated Area Just Before Powerhouse and Springs 

a. Native habitat still, not been too impacted by fires but is heavily dominated by 
greasewood. 

7. Top of McGee 
a. Roughly the fourth highest point in area, top hasn’t been impacted by fires but 

bottom has. Top is mostly undisturbed native, sagebrush dominated, habitat. 
8. Top of Saddle At AAA Site 

a. Tree area surrounded by native sagebrush habitat mixed with open grasslands on 
one side, and recovering burned area on the other. Burned area is well advanced 
in understory recovery and is mainly native grasses and forbs, but overstory is 
patchy at best. Also is a fairly high elevation point, about equal with the top of 
Gable Mountain and the Whaluke Overlook. 

9. Bottom Saddle Near AAA Site 
a. Similar to top AAA site for habitat, but elevation is on par with most of the rest of 

the site. 
10. Saddle Mountain Ponds North Side 

a. Undisturbed sagebrush habitat around the side of the ponds, and near the ponds, 
area is dominated by trees and other plants more common to water areas in the 
region. 
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11. Saddle Mountain Ponds South Side 
a. Recovering from burn, mostly large fields of cheatgrass with mature sagebrush, 

but sage was planted years ago so while large, it grows in straight lines and 
clumps as planted. Also near the river, and there are lots of trees and water plants 
near the ponds themselves. 

12. Whaluke Viewpoint Road, bottom AAA Site 
a. Ring of locust trees and some open grasslands, but mostly sagebrush dominated. 

13. Whaluke Viewpoint – View Area 
a. No trees, but otherwise vegetation is identical to that found at the bottom of the 

viewpoint road. This is also roughly the third highest elevation point in the area. 
14. Wahatus 

a. Second highest elevation point, habitat and basalt similar to top of ALE. 
15. MM 62 AAA Site 

a. Similar to AAA site at base of Whaluke Road, but has a large group of Black 
Locust trees, and two long lines of large Russian Olive trees; nearby habitat is 
sagebrush with patches of open grass more towards the east. 

16. Four Corners – Homestead 
a. Burned a few years ago, some trees due to homestead and agricultural water 

nearby, mostly grass with some native forbs recovery, was dominated by mock 
orange, bitterbrush, and some greasewood prior to the fire. USFWS has done 
some aerial grass seeding. 

17. White Bluffs Boat Launch 
a. Near both agricultural waterway and Columbia River, tree dominated near water, 

more sagebrush away from water. 
18. Whaluke Overlook 

a. Dominated by purple sage, moderate sage cover, and native grasses with lots of 
open areas. Moderate elevation, more similar to the top of Saddle Mountain and 
top of Gable Mountain.  

19. WB10 Ponds 
a. Ponds surrounded by trees, mainly Russian Olives (where as the River and Saddle 

Mountain Ponds have Russian Olives, but they aren’t the most dominant species) 
plus mostly mature and old growth sagebrush surrounding the ponds and trees. 

20. South End Whaluke – Near Fish Hatchery 
a. Next to River, Orchard trees, River trees and water related species more, not a lot 

of sagebrush and understory is quite different from most of the other sites. 
21. 100F Boat Launch 

a. Next to River, across from White Bluffs Boat Launch, but more trees, some 
different species of trees, and understory species differ some as well. 
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22. North of Route 1 
a. Burned area, mostly cheatgrass and noxious weeds, no recovery efforts have been 

made. 
23. Bruggerman’s Warehouse 

a. Near River and while there are trees next to the river, near the warehouse its 
mostly fields of cheatgrass due to a fire years ago; no recovery efforts have been 
made in this area. 

24. Road from Route 6 to HWY 240 
a. Elevation is higher than Bruggerman’s, but lower than Central Plateau; sagebrush 

dominated habitat. 
25. Route 11A – Gable Butte 

a. Sagebrush dominated with mid-range elevation. 
26. Top Gable Mountain 

a. Roughly equal in elevation to the Whaluke Overlook and top of Saddle Mountain; 
sagebrush dominated with some open patches. 

27. North Side of Gable Mountain 
a. Dense sagebrush dominated habitat, roughly mid-range in elevation. 

28. Route 2N – Old Hanford Townsite 
a. Not far from River, area is mostly open grassland with scattered sagebrush and 

trees near the River. 
29. Route 2S 

a. Used to be all sagebrush, burned ~2 years ago, recovery efforts have been made to 
replant with native grasses and shrubs using a cultipacker. 

30. Route 4 – Midway point 
a. North-east side of road mostly sagebrush mixed with some open grass areas. 

South-west side is more grass areas, less sagebrush and sage is smaller in size. 
31. 200 East Area – North-West of C Farm 

a. Sagebrush dominated, but next to highly active operational zones. On the Plateau, 
so higher elevation. 

32. Route 3 – Midway on North Side 
a. Sagebrush dominated, next to low activity operational zones but not far from 

heavily used road. On the Plateau, so higher elevation. 
33. 200 West Area – T Plant 

a. Sagebrush dominated, next to low activity operational zones, not far from 
medium level of activity construction and moderately used road. On the Plateau, 
so higher elevation. 

34. Route 11A and Route 6 Intersection Near 200 West Area Fenceline 
a. Sagebrush to the north side of the intersection, one tree, and mostly grassland to 

the south due to fires (2000 and 2008). Area was actively replanted with native 
grass and shrubs using a cultipacker. On the Plateau, so higher elevation. 
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35. Army Loop Road – Halfway down Western Half 
a. Near Tree area (old AAA site), been replanted but due to soil type (more clay), 

different plants are coming in that elsewhere in the area. Moderate elevation. 
36. Army Loop Road – Just Past Rattlesnake Barricade near AAA Site 

a. Old AAA site with trees, mostly sagebrush nearby. Did not burn in the fires. 
Moderate elevation. 

37. Army Loop Road – Southern Loop Near Rare Plant Areas and Landfill 
a. Sagebrush scattered near landfill on north side of the road, south side is an old 

burn area with scattered shrub recovery that is mostly native grasses and forbs. A 
lot of the more unique and rare plant communities exist along this stretch. 
Moderate elevation 

38. Route 10 – LIGO 
a. Varying size patches of sage and a lot of grass. Multiple fires over the last 30 

years, mainly natural revegetation; heavily dominated by cheatgrass in the 
understory. 

39. Route 4S – 618-10 
a. Burned within the last year, natural recovery only, mostly bare ground and 

cheatgrass. Prior to the recent fire, hadn’t burned since the early 1980s and was a 
moderately successful natural re-growth area. 

40. Entrance to ALE 
a. Slightly higher elevation than Plateau, not too far from Yakima River, scattered 

sage and grass areas. 

*Horn Rapids Park – True Park next to the River with the standard green grass and trees. 
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