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1 ISDA = = == The great corn gold rush

Corn Growers Responding to Market, NCGA 54
Million Acres sitting on a 'dot-corn’ bubble?
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The price of America's most important crop has just doubled, and farmers have
ethanol to thank for the jackpot, reports Fortune's Jon Birger. But are they now
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Corn: The inflation crop

The U.S. is set to report a jump in acreage planted as farmers feed the ethanol

"as

machine. One byproduct: rising food prices.

By Jeff Cox, CNNMoney.com contributing writer
March 28 2007: 7:20 AM EDT
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MEW YORK [CHMMoney.com) - It's no secret that the rush to ethanol and other alternative fuels has made
com the rock star of the Farm Belt. »001
That newfound prominence has big implications for the nation's economy, experts say. Soaring corn prices
are pushing up the tab for everything from candy to corn flakes, moribund land values have jumped in many Prices for corn have doubled during the
Midwestern farming communities and the crop has become the lynchpin for the budding $40 billion ethanol last two years, a trend that's pushing

industry. food prices higher.



NASS’ Satellite Acreage Program

* Produce remote sensing based indications
— State level in October
— End of year for county estimates

 Unbiased statistical estimator
— Quality a must!

* Cropland Data Layer (CDL)
— Public domain

“Census by Satellite”




2007 Cropland Data Layer Coverage




Cropland Data Layer Components

« AWIFS sensor

e Common Land Unit/578 Admin Data
— USDA/Farm Service Agency

« ERDAS Imagine/Seeb

* Image Processing/Classification




Resourcesat-1 AWIFS sensor
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Common Land Unit/578 Admin Data
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ERDAS Imagine & Seeb

e Derivation of decision tree classification rules
- BOOStIng & Smart Ellmlnate Classifier Construction Opki

« Sampling NLCD In non-ag areas - a.
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—Advanced options

[™ Euzzy thresholds
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Cropland Data Layer Uses
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