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Briefing for the Alaska Marine Ecosystem Forum 

January 25, 2010 
 
 
Essential Fish Habitat Review 

NMFS and the Council are undertaking a five-year review of the specification of essential fish habitat 
distribution for each of the fish stocks managed under the Council’s Fishery Management Plans. The 
review will be completed in April 2010, and may result in minor changes to the description and 
distribution of essential fish habitat (EFH) for managed species.  
 
The review will also reevaluate non-fishing impacts on essential fish habitat; federal agencies are required 
to consult with NMFS before engaging in marine activities within areas identified as EFH. New 
conservation and enhancement recommendations for non-fishing threats to EFH have been identified as 
part of the review, and will likely be adopted by the Council following public review.  
 
 
 

Northern Bering Sea Research Plan 

The Council and the NOAA Alaska Fisheries Science Center (AFSC) are working on developing a 
research plan for the northern Bering Sea which would investigate the effects of bottom trawling on 
benthic habitat. The AFSC and the Council are trying to collect available ecological baseline data for this 
area. The plan and subsequent management measures would first identify protection areas for crab, 
marine mammals, ESA-listed species (such as the spectacled eider), and subsistence needs.  
 
The AFSC is hosting a community and subsistence workshop to gather information on subsistence use of 
the area, in Anchorage on February 24-25, 2010.  
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Steller sea lions 

The Council is expecting NMFS to issue a draft Biological Opinion on fishery interactions with Steller 
sea lions (SSLs) in March 2010. The SSL population in portions of the Aleutian Islands continues to 
decline. Depending on the conclusions of the BiOp, the Council will likely examine alternative proposals 
for changing SSL protection measures, which currently restrict groundfish fishing, especially for SSL 
prey species (pollock, Pacific cod, and Atka mackerel). It is possible that changes to the management of 
Aleutian Islands groundfish fishing may result from this process. 
 
Chum salmon bycatch in the Bering Sea pollock fisheries 

The Council is evaluating alternatives to limit the bycatch of chum salmon in the Bering Sea pollock 
trawl fishery. The management options include time/area closures and transferable bycatch limits for the 
annual reduction of chum salmon bycatch in the pollock fishery. The analysis is structured similarly to the 
recent Council action on Chinook salmon bycatch in the same fishery, where the Council instituted a hard 
cap that will close the pollock fishery for the rest of the year once Chinook salmon bycatch reaches a 
certain level. Under the current schedule, the Council will be taking final action on chum salmon in fall 
2011.  
 
Comments on Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning framework 

The eight regional fishery management councils intend to submit comments on the newly-released 
Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning framework.  
 
National Marine Protected Area framework 

NMFS has formally contacted the Council with a partial list of the Council’s fishery closures, in order to 
begin the consultation process as to whether and which of the closures may appropriately be entered on 
the national MPA registry. In December 2009, the Council considered the proposed list, and also a 
revised list of closures based on different criteria (e.g., eligible closures that are quasi-marine reserves), 
and will review this issue again once NOAA provides anticipated guidance on the agency’s interpretation 
of the requirement to ‘avoid harm to the extent practicable’.   
 
The Council also requested a discussion paper from staff evaluating what are the Council’s obligations for 
the ‘avoid harm’ provision with respect to other agencies’ listed MPAs (there are currently four in Alaska, 
all identified by agencies of the Department of Interior). Further discussion is scheduled for June 2010. 
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Vessel traffic in the Aleutians . . . 

  

Aleutian Islands Risk Assessment Project Home
Updated:January 20, 2010 12:24

Project Update – January 19, 2010

 
Phase A Draft Vessel Traffic & Spill Report 
Available for Review

The first draft reports from the Aleutian Island Risk project are 
now available for review.  These reports are intended to 
provide a high-level understanding of relative risks, taking into 
consideration types of vessels and hazardous substances and 
locations where discharges are most likely to occur.  Results of 
these studies, and the upcoming Consequence Analysis (due in 
April), will allow the Advisory Panel and Management Team to 
perform a preliminary ranking of risk reduction measures.

The reports can be downloaded as a PDF file, either the entire 
report (6.9 MB) or as individual sections.

Phase A Work Products 
Name of Document Download

Draft AIRA Phase A Preliminary Risk 
Assessment eReport (complete report - 6.9 
MB PDF) 

Phase A Report broken into smaller files: 

Draft AIRA Phase A Preliminary Risk 
Assessment eReport w/o Appendices (594 
KB PDF) 

Appendix A – Task 1 (2.5 MB PDF) 

Appendix B  – Task 2a (811 KB PDF) 

Appendix C – Task 2b (4.3 MB PDF) 
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Public Comments

The Management Team welcomes public comments on these draft reports. Because of limited time and 
resources, responses to public comments will not be possible, but all public comments will be considered 
while developing final revisions to the reports.

Comments are due by 4 PM ADT February 1, 2010.

Please submit your comments using the following form or by emails to AIRAcomments@nukaresearch.com. 

In order for comments to be considered, please provide the following information:
·   your name, 
·   the section of the report to which your comment applies, 
·   the page number(s) to which your comment applies, 
·   your comment or concern clearly stated, 
·   your recommended changes stated as specifically as possible, and 
·   any other supporting information that may be helpful, such as web links, reference 
documents, or data.

 

For previous Highlight pages, please see:
Highlights - Where the Sea Breaks Its Back - January 2010 
Highlights - A Call to Students:  Design a Salvage Tug for the Aleutian Islands Environment - December 2009 
Highlights from the 3rd Annual Emergency Towing Exercise - October/November 2009  
Hightlights from the Advisory Panel Meeting in Unalaska - September 2009

 

Add your name to our Distribution List for Project Updates
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