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Pacific herring (Clupea pallasi) in Prince William Sound (PWS) have been classified as
"not-recovered"” by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council. Predation by marine
mammals has been cited as a factor in the failure of this population to rebound. We will
assess the significance of humpback whale predation on herring in PWS, particularly in
winter. Specifically we will estimate the number of whales foraging in winter, determine
when and if there is a prey switch to herring, and how long whales focus on herring as
prey. Year one was funded, small in scale with an intense monitoring strategy; year 2
would expand the scale up in area significantly.
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