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DoD declares November
Warrior Care Month

“Sincemy gppointment
as Secretary of Defense,
care for our Wounded
Warriorshas been one of
my highest priorities. In-
deed, itisasolemn obli-
gation our nation owesto
the men and womenwho
have sacrificed so much.

“l am proud to an-
nounce that November
2008 will be Warrior
Care Month — a time
duringwhich OSD Public
Affars inconjunctionwith
the appropriate DoD
Components, will makea
concerted effort toinform
the military and their

Families about the pro-
gramsandinitiativescur-
rently being provided
through our Warrior Care
system, and improve-
mentsto occur inthefu-
ture. Throughout the
month, wewill also pro-
vide to our military and
their Familiesmore edu-
cational tools to better
understand and take ad-
vantage of theresources
availabletowounded, ill
andinjured servicemem-
bers.

“Itismy hopethat this
month will accomplish

two goals. First concen-
trating al levels of the
Depatment of Defenseon
anareawherewehavelet
our troops down in the
past, and whereshortfals
still remain. Second, to
provideaclear message
to our service members
and the public that there
isno higher priority for
this Department than car-
ing for those who have
made personal sacrifices
inthe defense of our na-
tion.”

Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

TRICARE will host a series of teleseminarsduring Warrior Care

Month. Discussionswill befrom 9:30to 10:30 a.m. Eastern Timeon
Nov. 5 (How Does Medicare Affect My TRICARE Benefits?), Nov.
12 (The TRICARE Transition) and Nov. 19 (The New Respite Ben-
efit). Participantscan telephone 866-866-2244 and usethe par ticipant
code 9299856.

Also, Army Surgeon General LTG Eric B. Schoomaker will takepart
in Blog Talk Radio, discussngArmy initiativesto carefor wounded, ill
and injured warriorsaswell as Family members, and what Soldiers
need to know to get the car ethey need and deserve. That show can be
heard at 3:00 p.m. Eastern Time on Nov. 13 at http://
www.blogtalkradio.com/stations/PentagonRadioNetwor k/Dot-Mil-
Docs/
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Leader notes advances in warrior care

By John J. Kruzel
American Forces Press Service

TheArmy now hasthreedozen
Warrior Trangtion Unitsacrossthe
country dedicated to nurturing the
wounded back to health and even
intoavilianlife sadBrig. Gen. Gary
H. Cheek, director of theWarrior
Careand Trangition Program.

“1f you comparethisto Walter
Reed and the organization we had
inplacein February 2007 whenthe
articlesfrom the Washington Post
cameout, we had onenoncommis-
sioned officer responsible for a
couplehundred soldiers,” hesaid.
“That soldier, in fact, wasaso a
cancer patient.”

Thekey tothe36transtionunits
acrossthecountry iswhat theArmy
calsits“triad” of care. One pri-
mary-care manager isassignedto
200 Soldiers, anurse case manager
isresponsiblefor 20 Soldiers, and
each squad leader monitors 10.
Medical personnel provide indi-
vidual attention at every turnand
coordinate closely to ensure no
detall fallsthroughthe cracks, offi-
cidssad.

“Warrior Trangtion Units[alow
us] to house and manage and lead
all the Soldiers that are going
through medica treatment to elther
returnthemtotheforceor tocivil-
ianlifeif necessary,” Cheek toldan
audienceat the Association of the
U.S.Army conference.

Thegeneral dso addressed how
theArmy hasmitigated the chaotic
bureaucracy that Families faced
whileattemptingtovisttheinjured
servicemember they love. Thanks

to the Soldier Family Assistance
Center, he said, connecting
wounded troopsand Family mem-
bersisfar easier thaninthe past.

“WhentheWalter Reed articles
werefirst written, Familieswould
havetogoal over theplaceonthe
Army installation just to get some
of thesethingstaken care of,” he
sad.

But now, imaginethat aSoldier
who hailsfrom Wisconsinishurt
whileondeploymentinlrag. Heis
medically evacuated to Landstuhl
Regiona Medica Center, Germany,
enrouteto Walter Reed.

“What we can do with the Sol-
dier Family Assistance Center is
assist that Family intheir travel to
Walter Reed, accommodations
when they get there[and with] ex-
pectations of what their Family
member’s going to go through,”
Cheek said. “We basically help
themwithany issueor problemthey
have in asingle place and focus
wherethey cango.”

Inadditiontotheseinititives, the
Army hasinvested $350 millioninto
upgrading itsfacilitiesto comply
withAmericanswith DisahilitiesAct
strictures. Andwithanincreasein
numbers, some 3,200 medical per-
sonnel now arecommitted to help-
ingwounded warriorshed fromthe
moment they “inprocess’ tothetime
they trangtionback tocivilianlife.

Col. James Rice directs the
Army Wounded Warrior Program,
which signed a memorandum of
agreement withtheNationa Orga-
nization on Disability to helpin-
creasetheratethat disabled Ameri-

cansarehired. Hesaid that while
someemployersarerductanttohire
recovering troops, others are ea-
ger.

“Companies— largeand small
— will cometo organizationslike
the Army Wounded Warrior Pro-
gram and say, ‘We want to hire
woundedwarriors,’” hesaid.“And
that’s great, and we want to help
themdothat.”

Echoing Rice’s comments,
Cheek emphasized therole of em-
ployment in awounded warrior’s
recovery.

“If asoldier isemployed, sud-
denly hebeginsto hed alot faster,”
Cheek said.

Col. Mike Madsen, commander of
the Supreme Headquarters Allied
Powers Europe Healthcare Facility
in Belgium, shows his wife barrack
rooms redesigned for warriors in
transition at Chievres Air Base. The
rooms feature wider doors and
showers as well as other
amenities. Photo by Christie
Vanover, USAG Benelux.
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SecDef calls steps ‘significant’

By Gerry J. Gilmore
American Forces Press Service

Themilitary hasmade” somesg-
nificant gepsforward” incaring for
wounded warriors, said Defense
Secretary Robert M. Gates.

Inpatient care provided to
wounded warriorsawayshasbeen
world-class, Gatessaid.

“We've never had a problem
withthat,” hesaid, “ and the medi-
cal treatment that our Soldiersand
Marinesand armenand sailorsget
from the battl efield to these hospi-
tals has no peer anywherein the
world.”

“I think that theserviceshavere-
ally takenalot of forward stepsin
termsof improvingcare, havingcare
managerswho make surethat ap-
pointments get made and that
they’ re sequenced correctly,” he
sad.

Other improvementsare under
way with the disability evaluation
systemthat’ sused to determinehow
much money injured servicemem-
bers receive after they're dis-
charged, Gates said, asDoD and
Department of VeteransAffairsof-
ficials work together toward
streamlining that process.

“Wehaveapilot [disability rat-
ing] programwherethereisjust one
exam and one rating between us
andtheVA, butitisjust apilot pro-
gram,” Gatessaid.

Gates acknowledged that still
more can beachievedin caringfor
wounded warriors.

“Part of the problemiswemake
decisions here and we budget
money herefor things, andit takes

awhile, often, for that to trickle
downtoindividual postsand bases
andtotheindividuasinvolved,”
Gatessaid.

About $900 millioninresources
have been earmarked for treatment
and research of service members
suffering from pogt-traumatic stress
disorder and traumatic braininjury,
Gates said, and the Defense De-
partment will establish aCenter for
Excellence at Bethesda, Md., that
will specializein research and de-
vel opmentinfinding new trestments
for PTSD and TBI.

“Itwill beaworld-classfacility
at Bethesda, serving all of the ser-
vices,” Gatessaid. “There’'salot
that wedon’t know about TBI and
post-traumatic stress, so we' vegot
alot of experimentsgoing onaround
thecountry.”

To help changethemilitary cul-
ture to accept that psychological
injuriesareasdevadtaing asphys-
cal wounds, Gates supported the
initiativeto remove aquestion on
the security clearance form that
asked service members whether
they ever had received psychologi-
cal counseling or other kinds of
menta hedlth treatment.

“I think changing Question 21 to
where peopledon’t haveto worry
about losing their security clearance
or havethelr career affectedisan
important step,” Gatessaid. “But
fundamentally, it'saleadershipis-
Le”

“Thisisanother areawherewe
haveastrong cultureto overcome,
where peoplebasicaly say, ‘ Suck
it up and get on withthejob,” and

soon,” Gatessaid, “without redliz-
ing that people who have PTSD
have suffered a wound just like
they’ ve been shot and need to be
treated.”

The secretary credited Army
Chief of Staff Gen. George W.
Casey Jr. withleading hisservicein
promoting the need for Soldiersof
all ranksto care for their mental
health. Noncommissioned officers
of al theservices, Gatessaid, play
a key role in monitoring young
troops mental health and encour-
aging themto seek help, if neces-
say.

Changing military atitudesabout
menta healthissueswill taketime,
Gatesacknowledged.

Gatessignscondolenceletters
for theFamiliesof servicemembers
who havedied in serviceto their
country, and he provideshand-writ-
ten notes with each one. Shortly
after hetook office, Gatestold his
staff he wanted to see photos of
eachfdlen servicemember, aswell
asthe hometown newspaper obitu-
ary, attached to the condolencel et-
tershewasto sign.

“I think not forgetting the sacri-
ficethat hasbeen madeand not let-
ting people become a number is
absolutely essential,” hesaid.

With anew administration tak-
ing over in January, Gatessaid, the
bonds he hasforged with military
memberswill makeit hard for him
to leave the Defense Department.

“Theopportunity to servewith
our troops and to lead them has
been the best thing that’sever hap-
penedtome,” hesaid.
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Army starts program to hire more
wounded warriors and spouses

By Gary Sheftick
Army NewsService

Army personne officia sarelaunching an outreach
program aspart of apush to hire morewounded war-
riorsand their spousesascivilian employees.

Inthepast four years, 43 Soldierswounded in ac-
tion have been hired ascivilian employeesArmy-wide,
G-1officialsat the Pentagon said. But they empha-
Sized that new initiatives havethe potential to bring
many more veterans and their spousesinto federal
savice,

An executive order sgned by President Bush Sept.
25 authorizesnon-competitivegppointmentsinthe Civil
Servicefor spouses of disabled veteransand surviv-
ing spousesof servicememberskilledinaction.

Dr. Susan Duncan, the Army’s assistant G-1 for
Civilian Personnd Policy, said sheexpectsthe Office
of Personnd Management toissueimplementing guid-
ancethat will allow the Army to begin hiring spouses
of wounded warriors under the executive order by
first of theyear.

“Many times, our wounded warriors sourceof in-
come is their spouse’s work,” Duncan said. She
added, though, that theArmy personnel community is
also redoubling itseffortsto hirewounded veterans
intothecivilianworkforce.

TheArmy has proposed aDefense-widereferral
program for wounded warriorsthat DoD officialsare
congdering.

Inthe meantimethough, G-1isfostering loca part-
nerships between the Army Wounded Warrior pro-
gram, known asAW2, and civilian personnel offices.

“It'sapartnership at thelowest level,” said Scott
Rowell, deputy assistant G-1 for strategic planning.

Onesuch partnership at Fort Riley, Kan., isbeing
held up asamode for other ingtalations.

“How dowereplicatewhat you' redoing a Riley?’
Lt. Gen. Michad Rochelle, G-1, asked Kelly Frazier
of the Civilian Personnd Advisory Center at Fort Riley.
Frazier, along with wounded warriors hired by the
CPAC, were manning abooth at the Association of
theU.S. Army Annual Meeting and Exposition, Oct.

6-8, in Washington, D.C.

“Tome, it'sjust amatter of training,” Frazier said,
answveringthegenerd’squestion.

“At Fort Riley, the AW2 representative and the
CPACwork together,” said Calvin McCloy, aformer
first sergeant who waswounded and now servesasa
cvilianemployeeat theArmy BenefitsCenter at Riley.

“A wounded Soldier isnot just going to walk up
and say, ‘hey, | haveatraumatic braininjury and can
you hepme?” McCloy said.

McCloy wasafirst sergeant withthe 1/41<t Infan-
try near Ramadi, Irag, when hisvehiclehit animpro-
vised explosivedevicein April 2005. Hesuffered se-
vereburns.

Hewas angry when hewastold that he couldn’t
stay intheArmy. Being afirst sergeant washislife, he
said: “That'sall | wantedtodo.”

After spending several monthsin the burn unit at
BrookeArmy Medical Center in SanAntonio, Texas,
McCloy went to theWarrior Transition Battalion at
Fort Riley. HewrotearesumethroughtheArmy Ca-
reer and Alumni Program. The resume was sent to
Kelly Frazier of the Fort Riley CPAC, and shecalled
inMcCloy for aninterview.

“Kedly explanedtheHRfiddtome,” McCloy sad.

Shethen paired himwiththe ABC call center that
handlesretirement benefitsfor employeesArmy-wide,
and McCloy found it to beagood fit.

Frazier helped another wounded warrior, former
Staff Sgt. Donald Laplante, find ajob with the Forces
Command G-8 at Fort Riley. Laplantesaid heinterned
intheofficeasaSoldier assgnedtotheRiley Warrior
Trandtion Unit. Thentheday after hetook off hisuni-
form, hewasableto start working asacivilian em-
ployeethere, thanksto the hiring preference here-
ceived asadisabled veteran.

TheArmy iscurrently ableto hiredisabled veterans
through both competitive and non-competitive authori-
ties, said Steve L ewis, aG-1 Human Resources spe-
ciaist. Heexplained that disabled veteransautomati-
cally receiveal10-point preference when competing

Continued next page
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(continued from previous page)
for government jobs. In addition, the Veterans Re-
cruitment Act and the Disabled VeteransA ppoi ntment
Authority allow theArmy to hire somewounded war-
riorswithout competition, hesaid.

“TheArmy isdready actively placing our wounded
warriors, but we' re trying to be more systematic,”
Lewissaid. Hewouldliketoformalizethe partnership
between AW2, ACAPand thecivilian personnel com-
munity, and have other servicesfollow suit aswell.

“WEe retrying to get the other servicesto buy into

He's advocating a proposal that would have re-
sumes of wounded warriors disseminated Defense-
wide using the same el ectronic application asthe Pri-
ority Placement Program. Heemphasizesthat wounded
warriorswould not actually be priority placements,
but their resumeswould smply receive* maximumvis-
ibility” through the program, if it sapproved by DoD.

“It will work once the dominoes arein theright
place,” said Rowell of theoutreach hiring programfor
wounded warriors. Hesaid thekey isfor thewounded
warrior to haveaone-on-oneinterview withaCPAC

theprogram,” Lewissaid.

sedidist.

Designed for warriors’ needs

New quarters open in Alaska

By David Bedard
Fort Wainwright, Alaska

TheDendi VillageArmy Family
Housing development officialy
opened Oct. 7 when Sgt. Wilberto
Marrero of the Fort Wainwright
Warrior Trangtion Unit, cut therib-
bon spanning his housing unit’s
doorway.

Col. Timothy Jones, Fort Wain-
wright garrison commander, pre-
sided over theribbon cutting cer-
emony.

“Theseareavery specia set of
quartersthey’ll bemovinginto, built
especialy to help our Soldiersthat
may havemedical disabilitiesand
need a little bit more time to re-
cover,” Jonessaid.

Marrero, who returned from
Operation lragi Freedom four
monthsago, saidit’shisgod to get
better and to stay intheArmy until
he retires. He said he suffered a
traumatic braininjury and numer-
ousorthopedicinjuries stemming
from multiple roadside bomb at-
tacksduring hislast deployment.

Jonessaid several of the Dendli
Villagehousing unitswerebuilt spe-
cifically to accommodate WTU
Soldiers, with single-floor design,
spacious entrywaysand other ac-
cessibility messures.

“It’s a very exciting day,”
Marrerosaid. “I amfinaly getting
theaccommodations| need. Since
| don’'t have to be going up and
downthestairs, my jointsare go-
ing to be ableto heal better.”

TheDendi Villageunitsarebuilt
with hardwood floorsand thelat-
est furnishings. Marrero said hebe-
lievesthenew housing unitsarethe
finest he'sexperienced in hissix
yearsof service.

“Thisismorethan | expected.
It's more comfortable, more
roomy; it's alot better. I’ve got
room. Theother (housing units) are
kind of smdl,” hesaid.

Rhonda Carlson, Fort Wain-
wright Soldier and Family Assis-
tance Center director, said special
housing units for WTU Soldiers
comprise one of many consider-

ations SFAC hasto take into ac-
count when assisting Soldiersdur-
ing thehealing process.

“Themodéd isthataWTU Sol-
dier is supposed to have the best
housingavailableonpogt,” Carlson
sad.

Carlson said the SFAC staff re-
sidesintheWTU interim barracks,
wherethey areavailableto assist
WTU Soldiersin awiderange of
services. The SFAC directly pro-
videshuman resource services, in-
formation, referral and follow-up
services, education services and
social servicescoordination.

Carlson said the SFAC coordi-
nates other needed social services
and bringsserviceproviderstothe
SFAC or arrangesfor priority ap-
pointmentsat locationsthat arecon-
venient for the Soldier and the
Soldier’ sFamily members.

“Thewhole point of the SFAC
istogive(WTU Soldiers) priority
servicesto makesurethat they get
all of their needsmet and that they
arefirginling” Carlsonsaid.
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Forel

Maj. Gen. Elder Granger, deputy
director of the TRICARE
Management Activity, tries out a
video golf game used as physical
therapy by warriors in transition at
Fort Campbell, Ky. Granger visited
the Warrior Resiliency and
Recovery Center and spoke to
staff, patients and Families. He
also greeted troops returning from
deployment. Photo by Laura Boyd.

USO serves warriors at Landstuhl

The USO Warrior Center at Landstuhl Regional
Medica Center in Germany opened in October.

TheWarrior Center isa2,400-square-foot facility
intended to provide wounded warriorswith that spe-
cia touch of homethat the USO isso well knownfor
among itsmorethan 130facilitiesaround theworld.

TheUSO Warrior Center features:

* A comfortablelivingroom” styleloungeareafur-
nished with reclining sofasand chairsand a50-inch
plasmascreentelevison offeringafull rangeof Ameri-
can television channel sand sporting eventsviacable
television. A wide selection of current DVDsisalso
avalable

* A fully equi pped kitchen completewith akitchen
counter where wounded warriors can sit and enjoy
coffee, soft drinksand snackswhilewatchingtheir fa-
voritegporting eventsor other programson aflat screen
television. Specid snacksand holiday mealswill dso
be prepared by USO staff and volunteers.

* A bistro seating areawhere wounded warriors
can mest, relax, read, play board gamesor usealgptop
to connect tothefreeWi-FH whichisavailablethrough-
out the center.

* A Cyber Café with eight notebook computers
outfitted with webcams, headsetsand microphonesto
facilitate communicationwithloved onesviae-mail or

teleconferencing.

* Two hard-wired telephone stations and six
cordlesstelephones.

* A five-station Xbox 360 video gaming room that
featuresindividua gaming televisonsfor four stations
and onelargewall-mounted L CD television gaming
offering current top-rated video games, the newest
peripherals on the market, and the opportunity for
multiple playersto compete asateam against another
team viatheinternet. The hi-tech gaming room, con-
nected viamultiple high-speed internet lines, allows
gamers in the room to compete with each other as
well aswith friendsand Family worldwide.

* A multi purpose room equipped with aNintendo
Wii gaming system and al thelatest peripherals, a46-
inchwall-mounted L CD television and aweb camera
Sectional tablesand chairs can easily be configured
into ascenario enabling worldwidevideo calingand
conferencing. The USO’s United Through Reading
Programwill a so be offered from thismultipurpose
room, alowing wounded warriorsto send soundsand
images of themselvesreading booksto their children
back home.

* Anoutdoor patio that will allow wounded war-
riorsto enjoy niceweather and barbequesduring the
summer months. (Landstuhl)
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Work begins on veteran rehab center

American Forces Press Service

Construction has begun in
Gardner, Mass., onan $8 million
live-in rehabilitation center for
wounded warriors.

TheNortheast Veteran Training
and Rehabilitation Center will be
built onthe main campusof Mount
Wachusett Community College.

Thefacility will include 10 du-
plex housing unitsand arehabilita
tion center to serveveteransof the
warsin Irag and Afghanistan who
havesufferedlossof limbs traumatic
braininjuries, post-traumatic stress
disorder or disfiguring burns.

Veteran Homestead, anonprofit
organization providing housing,
hospice care, rehabilitation and
counseling services to veterans,

funded the proj ect through grants
and private donations.

“Oneof thereasonsthat thisfa-
clity isneededisthat therearemany
veteransinrura areaswith no ac-
cess to services,” said Leslie
Lightfoot, the organi zation's chief
executiveofficer and founder.

Lightfoot said thefacility will in-
corporate individual and Family
counsdling, education, rehabilitation
and job-placement assistance.

In August, the Massachusetts
legidature gpproved abill dlowing
Mount Wachusett Community Col-
legeto lease 10 acres on its 269-
acrecampusto Veteran Homestead
to buildthe center.

Veteransand their Familieswill
have free access to the college’'s

academic programsaswell asuse
of campusamenities, including the
fitness center, swimming pool and
theater.

Inlieu of payment for thelease,
VeteranHomestead isprovidingthe
collegewith internship opportuni-
tiesfor sudentsenrolledinnursing
anddlied hedth programs. The 30-
year leaseincludes optionsfor two
10-year extensions.

Janice O’ Connor, director of
public relations for Mount
Wachusett Community College,
said she considers the center a
model because*it combinesanaca:
demic component whilebeing lo-
cated on acollege campus.”

Officia sexpect the center to be
completed by January 2010.

Education center benefits Soldiers

By ElaineWilson
Fort Sam Houston

“| seealot of former infantry Soldiershere. Most
areinterested in continuing somefacet of their Army
career and focusinan areaof law enforcement,” said
Gabriele Dias, one of two Army Continuing Educa-
tion System counsel orsdedicated to helping warriors

I

A
Gabriele Dias, education counselor, helps Staff Sgt.

Juan Rodriguez navigate GoOArmyEd, an online
education resource for Soldiers.

intrangtion at the Soldier and Family Assistance Cen-
ter on Fort Sam Houston, Texas.

The SFAC, whichisjust up theroad from Brooke
Army Medica Center, containsmyriad resourcesfor
wounded warriorsand their Familiestoincludehelp
with education, personnel issues, benefitsand finance.

“ACES (Army Continuing Education System) has
alotto offer Soldiers, particularly Warriorsin Trang -
tion,” said Dias. “Wehave counsdors, instructorsand
interactive computer programsall aimed at helping
Soldiersand Family memberssucceedintheir goas.”

Dias said she spendsamgority of her timework-
ing with Soldierson collegedegreeplans, serving asa
liaisonto universitiesand an advocate on behdf of the
Soldiers.

“I’'mworking to devel op relationshipswith univer-
stiessol canoffer sudentsthe eas est trangitionsback
intotheclassroom,” Diassaid.

DiasdsohdpsSoldiersnavigate GoArmyEd, which
istheportal for Army Tuition Assistance, aswell as
morethan 200 univergties.
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Warrior has energetic ideas

By Glory Boschert
Fort Carson, Colo.

1t Lt. BenjaminduPre, oneof nearly 800 wounded
warriorsintheFort Carson, Colo., Warrior Trangtion
Battalion, drafted an aternate energy proposal using
wave oscillation along our nation’s 95,000 miles of
shoreline. The proposal wasreviewed by Colorado
SpringsMayor Liond Rivera, and presented to Sena-
tor John McCain and Governor Sarah Palin during
thelir visit to Colorado Springson Sept. 6, 2008.

duPre’ received hisBachelor of Sciencedegreein
nuclear engineering from the United States Military
Academy.

duPre recdledvividly what drew himinto military
service. Oneevening, whilereturning fromworking at
aski resort, helooked at the city of Reno, Nev., from
the side of the mountain. He saysthat hewas struck
with thefact that there were so many peopleliving
there and that not many protected them.

While at the Military Academy, he was assigned
cadet leadership training in Vicenza, Italy. Hewasat-
tached to amilitary police unit and on the weekends
hetraveled to France, Germany, and much of Italy.
There he saw how Europeansheld amuch different
perspective of power distribution.

duPre’ observed how the French have generally
geared their country to run on many small nuclear re-
actors spread throughout the country without exces-
sivegovernment regul ation. He noted that the French
provide power to much of Germany and even export
alargeamount to Great Britain.

He says he also observed how the Italians used
their coastline by using wave-break pontoonsto ab-

sorb wave energy and generate power, whilestill pro-
tecting their harbors. Inthe North Sea, smaler Euro-
pean countries are banding together and forming or-
ganizationsthat will power their countrieswith both
windandtidal current power.

duPre’ feelsthat nuclear power isagreat option,
but admitsheisobvioudy biased.

Hehasother ideasfor generating power, including
arugged trand ucent materid that could go over photo-
voltaic solar pandls. Thiswould requiresystematicaly
replacing roads with solar panel sthat people could
essentidly driveon.

duPre theorizesthat roughly 50 percent of thesun's
energy makesit to the surface of the Earth. He pro-
posesthat we place solar panelsoutside of theatmo-
sphere and then shoot the energy through the atmo-
sphereviamicrowave. He admitsthat thisideawas
postulated awhile ago, but now we havethetechnol -
ogy todothis.

duPrée sideasfor waveostillation cametohimwhile
hewas SCUBA diving. It wasthen that hethought of
the massive amount of energy produced by the puls-
ing of the waves. He saysthat at adepth of 7to 15
feet thesurgealwaysrollsinand out at arelatively
constant rate. Regardlessof surface conditions, cloud
cover or other conditions, theseastill surges.

He proposesthat asmple mechanical energy-har-
nessing systemwoul d not require much maintenance,
would not threaten fish, would not obstruct the sur-
face sealanes, and would be modular and basically
unnoticed. duPre’ believesthiscould be started inthe
U.S. for ardatively smal amount of money, and could
be quickly expanded.

Submerged Soldier

Spec. Shawn Robey (left) completes a new course at
Fort Stewart, Ga., to certify warriors in transition for
SCUBA diving. The course was designed by retired
Col. Stefan Sherman (right). Robey said he is
determined to show his leg injuries and traumatic
brain injury will not prevent him from enjoying outdoor
activities. Photo by Randy Murray.




