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To meet the January 2000 deadline for
crab processing sideboards that is set
out in subparagraph 211(c)(2)(A) of the
AFA, NMFS is implementing a crab
processing sideboard management
program on an entity-by-entity basis in
this emergency interim rule. Under the
interim program set out in this
emergency interim rule, all of the
individuals, corporations, or other
entities that directly or indirectly own
or control a 10-percent or greater
interest in the AFA mothership or
inshore processor will be considered a
single AFA inshore or mothership entity
and will have crab processing caps
issued to the entity based on its
collective 1995 through 1997 crab
processing activity. To implement this
interim program, NMFS is requiring that
the owners of an AFA mothership or
AFA inshore processor wishing to
process pollock harvested by a
cooperative identify on their permit
applications all individuals,
corporations, or other entities that
directly or indirectly own or control a
10-percent or greater interest in the AFA
mothership and/or inshore processor
(collectively the AFA inshore or
mothership entity), and any other crab
processors in which such entities have
a 10-percent or greater interest (the
associated AFA crab facilities). For each
BSAI king and Tanner crab fishery,
NMFS will calculate the average
percentage of the total crab harvest
processed by the associated AFA crab
facilities and issue entity-wide crab
processing caps for each crab fishery to
each AFA inshore or mothership entity
on its AFA mothership or AFA inshore
processor permit. Each individual,
corporation, or other entity comprising
an AFA inshore or mothership entity
will be responsible for insuring that the
AFA crab processing facilities
associated with the AFA inshore or
mothership entity do not exceed the
entity’s caps. The individuals,

corporations and other entities
comprising the AFA inshore or
mothership entity will be held jointly
and severably liable for any overage.

These crab processing caps will apply
to all crab processed by the associated
AFA crab processing facilities including
any ‘‘custom processing’’ activity.
Custom processing refers to a
contractual relationship in which one
processing facility processes crab on
behalf of another processor. Under this
emergency interim rule, custom
processing of crab is not prohibited, but
any custom processing of crab done
under contract with an AFA crab
processor will be counted against the
associated AFA inshore or mothership
entity’s crab processing cap.

Excessive Shares Harvesting Limit

Paragraph 210(e)(1) of the AFA
establishes an excessive harvesting
share cap of 17.5 percent of the directed
pollock fishery as follows:

Harvesting.—No particular individual,
corporation, or other entity may harvest,
through a fishery cooperative or otherwise, a
total of more than 17.5 percent of the pollock
available to be harvested in the directed
pollock fishery.

To implement this provision of the
AFA, this emergency interim rule
requires that NMFS publish in the
proposed, interim, and final
specifications, the tonnage amount that
equates to 17.5 percent of the pollock
available to be harvested in the directed
pollock fishery.

Revised 2000 Interim Harvest
Specifications

The 2000 interim harvest
specifications for BSAI groundfish
published on January 3, 2000 (65 FR
60), must be revised to incorporate the
new inshore pollock allocations and
sideboards implemented by this
emergency interim rule. Therefore, in
accordance with the provisions of this

emergency interim rule, the following
additions are made to the 2000 interim
specifications for groundfish in the
BSAI and GOA. These additional
interim specifications are based on the
Council’s final 2000 TAC
recommendations. If NMFS approves
these recommendations, the interim
pollock allocation and sideboards
implemented by this emergency interim
rule will be effective for the duration of
this action and will not be superseded
by the final 2000 harvest specifications.
Final 2000 AFA pollock allocations and
sideboard limits will be made in
conjunction with the final rulemaking
that will extend or supersede this
emergency interim rule.

BS Subarea Inshore Pollock Allocations

Under § 679.20(a)(5)(i)(D) of this
emergency interim rule, NMFS must
subdivide the inshore allocation into
allocations for cooperatives and vessels
not fishing in a cooperative (i.e., the
open access sector). In addition, under
§ 679.22(a)(11)(iv) NMFS must establish
harvest limits inside the Steller sea lion
conservation area (SCA) and provide a
set-aside so that catcher vessels less
than or equal to 99 ft (30.2 m) LOA have
the opportunity to operate entirely
within the SCA during the A/B season.
Accordingly, the 2000 BSAI interim
specifications for groundfish (65 FR 60,
January 3, 2000) are amended by Table
1, which subdivides the BS subarea
inshore pollock allocation into
allocations for vessels fishing in a
cooperative and for vessels not
participating in a cooperative and
establishes a cooperative-sector SCA set-
aside for AFA catcher vessels less than
or equal to 99 ft (30.2 m) LOA. The SCA
set-aside for sector catcher vessels less
than or equal to 99 ft (30.2 m) LOA that
are not participating in a cooperative
will be established inseason based on
actual participation levels and is not
included in Table 1.

TABLE 1.—INTERIM A/B SEASON BERING SEA SUBAREA POLLOCK ALLOCATIONS TO THE COOPERATIVE AND OPEN
ACCESS SECTORS OF THE INSHORE POLLOCK FISHERY. AMOUNTS ARE EXPRESSED IN METRIC TONS

A/B season TAC A season inside
SCA 1

B season inside
SCA

Cooperative sector:
Vessels > 99 ft .................................................................................................... n/a 66,581 22,194
Vessels <99 ft ..................................................................................................... n/a 10,195 3,398

Total ............................................................................................................. 182,801 76,776 25,592
Open access sector ................................................................................................... 11,968 2 5,027 1,676

Total inshore ....................................................................................................... 194,769 81,803 27,268

1 Steller sea lion conservation area established at § 679.22(a)(11)(iv).
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2 SCA limitations for vessels less than or equal to 99 ft LOA that are not participating in a cooperative will be established on an inseason basis
in accordance with § 679.22(a)(11)(iv)(C)(2) which specifies that ‘‘the Regional Administrator will prohibit directed fishing for pollock to vessels
catching pollock for processing by the inshore component greater than 99 ft (30.2 m) LOA before reaching the inshore SCA harvest limit during
the A and D seasons to accommodate fishing by vessels less than or equal to 99 ft (30.2 m) inside the SCA for the duration of the inshore sea-
sonal opening.’’

Under the emergency interim rule to establish AFA permit requirements (65 FR 380, January 5, 2000), NMFS set out procedures
for AFA inshore catcher vessel pollock cooperatives to apply for and receive cooperative fishing permits and inshore pollock allocations.
NMFS received applications from seven inshore catcher vessel cooperatives by the application deadline of December 31, 1999. Table
2 amends the 2000 BSAI interim specifications for groundfish (65 FR 60, January 3, 2000) by making BS subarea interim allocations
to the seven inshore catcher vessel pollock cooperatives that have been approved and permitted by NMFS for the 2000 fishing year.
Final 2000 allocations of pollock TAC to each cooperative will be made in rulemaking that supersedes this emergency interim rule.
Interim allocations for cooperatives and vessels not participating in cooperatives are not made for the AI subarea because the AI
subarea has been closed to directed fishing for pollock under the emergency interim rule to implement Steller sea lion RPAs.

TABLE 2.—BERING SEA SUBAREA INTERIM 1 INSHORE COOPERATIVE ALLOCATIONS

Cooperative name and member vessels
Sum of member
vessel’s official
catch histories 2

Percentage of
inshore sector al-
location (percent)

Interim annual co-
op allocation

Akutan Catcher Vessel Association: ALDEBARAN, ARCTIC I, ARCTIC VI, ARC-
TURUS, BLUE FOX, COLUMBIA, DOMINATOR, DONA LILIANA, DONA
MARTITA, DONA PAULITA, EXODUS, FLYING CLOUD, GOLDEN DAWN,
MAJESTY, PACIFIC VIKING, VIKING EXPLORER, GOLDEN PISCES, LESLIE
LEE, MARCY J, MISS BERDIE, PEGASUS, PEGGIE JO, PERSEVERANCE,
PREDATOR, RAVEN, ROYAL AMERICAN, SEEKER ......................................... 258,508 28.257 55,036

Arctic Enterprise Association: ARCTIC III, ARCTIC IV, OCEAN ENTERPRISE,
PACIFIC ENTERPRISE ......................................................................................... 50,008 5.466 10,646

Northern Victor Fleet Cooperative: NORDIC FURY, PACIFIC FURY, GOLDRUSH,
EXCALIBUR II, HALF MOON BAY, SUNSET BAY, COMMODORE, STORM
PETREL, POSEIDON, ROYAL ATLANTIC ........................................................... 62,545 6.837 13,316

Peter Pan Fleet Cooperative: AMBER DAWN, AMERICAN BEAUTY, OCEANIC,
OCEAN LEADER, WALTER N .............................................................................. 6,584 0.720 1,402

Unalaska Cooperative: ALASKA ROSE, BERING ROSE, DESTINATION, GREAT
PACIFIC, MESSIAH, MORNING STAR, MS AMY, PROGRESS, SEA WOLF,
VANGUARD, WESTERN DAWN ........................................................................... 106,714 11.665 22,719

UniSea Fleet Cooperative: ALSEA, AMERICAN EAGLE, ARCTIC WIND, AR-
GOSY, AURIGA, AURORA, DEFENDER, GUN–MAR, NORDIC STAR, PA-
CIFIC MONARCH, SEADAWN, STARFISH, STARLITE, STARWARD ................ 220,361 24.087 46,914

Westward Fleet Cooperative: A.J., ALASKAN COMMAND, ALYESKA, CAITLIN
ANN, CHELSEA K, HICKORY WIND, FIERCE ALLEGIANCE, OCEAN HOPE
3, PACIFIC KNIGHT, PACIFIC PRINCE, VIKING, WESTWARD 1 ...................... 153,917 16.824 32,768

Open access AFA vessels: ....................................................................................... 56,215 6.145 11,968

Total inshore A/B season allocation: .................................................................. 914,851 100 194,769

1 Interim specifications of pollock are equal to the first seasonal allowance of pollock allocated to the inshore sector based on 2000 BS subarea
TAC recommendations by the Council at its December 1999 meeting.

2 Under 679.62(e)(1) the individual catch history for each vessel is equal to the vessel’s best 2 of 3 years inshore pollock landings from 1995
through 1997 and includes landings to catcher/processors for vessels that made 500 or more mt of landings to catcher/processors from 1995
through 1997.

Interim 2000 Unrestricted AFA Catcher/Processor Sideboards
Paragraph 679.63(a) of this emergency interim rule establishes a formula for setting AFA catcher/processor sideboard limits for

non-pollock groundfish and PSC in the BSAI. The basis for these sideboard amounts are described in the preceding preamble text.
The 2000 interim catcher/processor sideboards are set out in Table 3 below.

All non-pollock groundfish that is harvested by unrestricted AFA catcher/processors, whether as targeted catch or bycatch, will
be deducted from the harvest limits in Table 3. However, non-pollock groundfish that is delivered to listed catcher/processors by
catcher vessels will not be deducted from the 2000 harvest limits for the listed catcher/processors.

TABLE 3.—2000 INTERIM UNRESTRICTED AFA CATCHER/PROCESSOR GROUNDFISH SIDEBOARDS. AMOUNTS ARE
EXPRESSED IN METRIC TONS

Target species Area
1995–1997 2000 ITAC

available to
trawl C/Ps

200 C/P
sideboard
amountTotal catch Available TAC Ratio

Pacific cod trawl ............................. BSAI ........................ 13,547 51,450 0.263 41,953 11,034
Sablefish trawl ................................ BS ...........................

AI .............................
8
1

1,736
1,135

0.005
0.001

624
516

3
1

Atka mackerel ................................ Western AI .............. n/a n/a 0.200 27,472 2,747
A season 1 ............................... CH limit 2 .................

Central Al ................
CH limit ...................

n/a n/a 0.115 22,847
1,566
1,314

880
B season ................................. CH limit ...................

Central Al ................
CH limit ...................

n/a n/a 0.115 22,847
1,566
1,314

880
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TABLE 1.—FINAL C/D SEASON BERING SEA SUBAREA POLLOCK ALLOCATIONS TO THE COOPERATIVE AND OPEN ACCESS
SECTORS OF THE INSHORE POLLOCK FISHERY. AMOUNTS ARE EXPRESSED IN METRIC TONS

C/D season TAC C season inside SCA 1 D season inside SCA

Cooperative sector
Vessels > 99 ft n/a n/a 53,273
Vessels ≤ 99 ft n/a n/a 8,157
Total 274,200 36,858 61,430
Open access sector 17,953 2,582 4,3042

Total inshore 292,153 39,440 65,734

1 Steller sea lion conservation area established at § 679.22(a)(11)(iv).
2 SCA limitations for vessels less than or equal to 99 ft LOA that are not participating in a cooperative will be established on an inseason basis

in accordance with § 679.22(a)(11)(iv)(D)(2) which specifies that ‘‘the Regional Administrator will prohibit directed fishing for pollock by vessels
catching pollock for processing by the inshore component greater than 99 ft (30.2 m) LOA before reaching the inshore SCA harvest limit during
the A, B and D seasons to accommodate fishing by vessels less than or equal to 99 ft (30.2 m) inside the SCA for the duration of the inshore
seasonal opening.’’

The first emergency interim rule (65
FR 380, January 5, 2000) establishes
procedures for AFA inshore catcher
vessel pollock cooperatives to apply for
and receive cooperative fishing permits
and inshore pollock allocations. NMFS
received applications from seven
inshore catcher vessel cooperatives by
the application deadline of December

31, 1999. Table 2 makes final 2000
Bering Sea subarea allocations to the
seven inshore catcher vessel pollock
cooperatives that have been approved
and permitted by NMFS for the 2000
fishing year. Final allocations for
cooperatives and vessels not
participating in cooperatives are not
made for the Aleutian Islands subarea

because the Aleutian Islands subarea
has been closed to directed fishing for
pollock under the emergency interim
rule to implement Steller sea lion
protection measures (65 FR 3892,
January 25, 2000; 65 FR 36795, June 12,
2000).

TABLE 2.—BERING SEA SUBAREA FINAL 2000 INSHORE COOPERATIVE ALLOCATIONS

Cooperative name and member vessels

Sum of mem-
ber vessel’s
official catch

histories 1

Percentage of
inshore sector

allocation

Final annual
co-op

allocation

Akutan Catcher Vessel Association
ALDEBARAN, ARCTIC I, ARCTIC VI, ARCTURUS, BLUE FOX, COLUMBIA, DOMINATOR,

DONA LILIANA, DONA MARTITA, DONA PAULITA, EXODUS, FLYING CLOUD, GOLD-
EN DAWN, MAJESTY, PACIFIC VIKING, VIKING EXPLORER, GOLDEN PISCES, LES-
LIE LEE, MARCY J, MISS BERDIE, PEGASUS, PEGGIE JO, PERSEVERANCE, PRED-
ATOR, RAVEN, ROYAL AMERICAN, SEEKER

258,508 28.257% 137,590

Arctic Enterprise Association
ARCTIC III, ARCTIC IV, OCEAN ENTERPRISE, PACIFIC ENTERPRISE 50,008 5.466% 26,615

Northern Victor Fleet Cooperative
NORDIC FURY, PACIFIC FURY, GOLDRUSH, EXCALIBUR II, HALF MOON BAY, SUNSET

BAY, COMMODORE, STORM PETREL, POSEIDON, ROYAL ATLANTIC,
62,545 6.837% 33,291

Peter Pan Fleet Cooperative
AMBER DAWN, AMERICAN BEAUTY, OCEANIC, OCEAN LEADER, WALTER N 6,584 0.720% 3,506

Unalaska Cooperative
ALASKA ROSE, BERING ROSE, DESTINATION, GREAT PACIFIC, MESSIAH, MORNING

STAR, MS AMY, PROGRESS, SEA WOLF, VANGUARD, WESTERN DAWN
106,714 11.665% 56,799

UniSea Fleet Cooperative
ALSEA, AMERICANEAGLE, ARCTICWIND, ARGOSY, AURIGA, AURORA, DEFENDER,

GUN-MAR, NORDIC STAR, PACIFIC MONARCH, SEADAWN, STARFISH, STARLITE,
STARWARD

220,361 24.087% 117,285

Westward Fleet Cooperative
A.J., ALASKAN COMMAND, ALYESKA, CAITLIN ANN, CHELSEA K, HICKORY WIND,

FIERCE ALLEGIANCE, OCEAN HOPE 3, PACIFIC KNIGHT, PACIFIC PRINCE, VI-
KING, WESTWARD1

153,917 16.824% 81,920

Open access AFA vessels 56,215 6.145% 29,921
Total 2000 inshore pollock allocation 914,851 100% 486,922

1 Under § 679.61(e)(1) the individual catch history for each vessel is equal to the vessel’s best 2 of 3 years inshore pollock landings from 1995
through 1997 and includes landings to catcher/processors for vessels that made 500 or more mt of landings to catcher/processors from 1995
through 1997.
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