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EUCOM senior enlisted leader visits TF Sword 
 

By U.S. Army Sgt. Wesley Petrus  
Task Force Sword Public Affairs 

 
PAKTIKA PROVINCE, Afghanistan – The 18th Engineer Brigade, Task Force 

Sword, out of Heidelberg, Germany, received a visit from their major 

Command’s senior enlisted July 12 at Forward Operating Base Sharana, 
Afghanistan. 

 
Fleet Master Chief Petty Officer Roy M. Maddocks, Jr., command senior enlisted 

leader with United States European Command from Hartford, Conn., visited TF 
Sword, as they begin their second deployment in support of Operation 

Enduring Freedom.   
 

He received a brief at TF Sword’s command post, but was more interested in 
speaking to soldiers. He said he wanted to know what enlisted leaders had to 

say about the constantly changing circumstances in the region and how they 
were adapting.  

 
Maddocks reiterated President Obama’s intent for the U.S. military transition to 

support and Afghanistan taking the lead in security by 2014.  He stressed in 

order for it to happen, coalition forces must sufficiently train the Afghan 
National Security Force to be fully capable of taking over responsibilities 

sooner rather than later.  
 

TF Sword Command Sgt. Maj. David M. Clark, of Knoxville, Tenn., expanded on 
Maddocks point, “There’s no doubt about it-we are engaged in combat; we 

must relentlessly pursue the enemy; and we must be aggressive at times. 
However, we must remember that in order to win this war, we must stay 

focused on our mission and continue to build our partnerships here.” 
 

TF Sword’s campaign plan focuses on creating enduring partnerships with both 
military and civil Afghan units.  Route clearance patrols will teach and mentor 

their Afghan counterparts to be able to patrol the rounds independently and 
construction units will create similar partnerships within the construction 

arena. 

 



Throughout the visit, Maddocks passionately said, “We’d rather fight, than 

write!” He explained the task force is not here to sit in the office to do 
paperwork. Instead he insisted, it is here to get out and work hand in hand, to 

teach the ANSF to operate without NATO assistance, and to show Afghans how 
to secure their own routes and construct and maintain their environment. 

 
Rounding out his visit, Maddocks met with the 370th Engineer Company 

(Sapper) and Paktika Provincial Reconstruction Team. The 370th Eng. Co. 
showed Maddocks some of their specialized equipment, how it is operated, and 

some of the drawbacks to each.  Paktika PRT, whose goal is to advise Afghans 
and prepare them to be independent in the future without coalition 

involvement, visited and discussed some of their current projects with 

Maddocks. 
 

Although Maddocks visit was short, Clark said, “It was great to have our senior 
enlisted leader from EUCOM visit our task force. I am extremely proud of the 

hard work and very long hours each Sword Soldier has put in up to now, but 
many challenges still lie ahead of us.” 

 
 

 
 

 
110712-A-YN528-796 
PAKTIKA PROVINCE, Afghanistan – Fleet Master Chief Petty Officer Roy M. 

Maddocks, Jr. (left), command senior enlisted leader with United States 
European Command of Hartford, Conn., greets Staff Sgt. John Lewis (right) 

with Task Force Sword, 370th Engineer Company (Sapper), 18th Engineer 
Brigade of Terrell, Texas, July 12. Maddocks met with enlisted leaders of TF 

Sword and toured Forward Operating Base Sharana to get a better 
understanding of what the soldiers were doing on their second deployment in 

support of Operation Enduring Freedom. (Photo by U.S. Army Sgt. Wesley 
Petrus, Task Force Sword Public Affairs)  

 

 



 
110712-A-YN528-790 
PAKTIKA PROVINCE, Afghanistan – Pfc. Gabriel Powell (left) a combat engineer 

for Task Force Sword, 370th Engineer Company (Sapper) 18th Engineer 

Brigade ,of Houston, explains what he learned over the past few weeks to Fleet 
Master Chief Petty Officer Roy M. Maddocks, Jr., command senior enlisted 

leader with United States European Command of Hartford, Conn., July 12. 
Maddocks met with enlisted leaders of TF Sword and toured Forward Operating 

Base Sharana to get a better understanding of what the soldiers were doing. 
(Photo by U.S. Army Sgt. Wesley Petrus, Task Force Sword Public Affairs) 

 
 

 
110712-A-YN528-765 
PAKTIKA PROVINCE, Afghanistan –Fleet Master Chief Petty Officer Roy M. 

Maddocks, Jr. (left), command senior enlisted leader with United States 
European Command of Hartford, Conn., is met by 18th Engineer Brigade, Task 

Force Sword Command Sgt. Maj. David M. Clark (right), of Knoxville, Tenn., 
and Sgt. Michael S. Wilson (middle) personal security detachment 

noncommissioned officer, TF Sword, of Pocatello, Idaho, July 12. Maddocks 
met with enlisted leaders of TF Sword and toured Forward Operating Base 

Sharana to get a better understanding of what the soldiers were doing. (Photo 
by U.S. Army Sgt. Wesley Petrus, Task Force Sword Public Affairs) 
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Notes for Editors: 

 

1. For more news and information about RC-East, please visit our website  
 
2.   To view the RC-East’s Facebook page, or become a fan, click here 

 

http://www.cjtf101.com/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Bagram-Afghanistan/RC-East/117019301668737?ref=ts&ajaxpipe=1&__a=16


3.  To view the RC-East’s Twitter page, or to follow, click here 

 

4. For high-resolution video visit the RC-East’s YouTube page here  
 

5. More information on the International Security Assistance Force can be found here 

 

 
Issued by RC-East/Combined Joint Task Force-101 e-mail:  BagramMediaCenter@afghan.swa.army.mil 
Telephone:  00 93 (0)79 906 3013 
 
To Reach Headquarters ISAF Joint Command Public Affairs Office E-mail: ijc.media@afghan.swa.army.mil or 
jcmediaopsnu@apod-kaia.isaf.nato.int  
Telephone: From Afghanistan 079 951 3999 (wait for voice prompt) 688-4441/4447 or dial  
070 113 2000 (wait for dial tone) 318-449-9244/9153/9154  
From outside Afghanistan +93 799 51 3999 (wait for voice prompt) 688-4441/4447 
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