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FOREWORD 
 

As the name and theme of this conference on research integrity imply, the 
proceedings of these two days focused on shared accountability among members of the 
scientific community and the general public. 

Biomedical research is in social, political, and economic spotlights. Increasingly, 
both scientists and the lay public are attuned to the importance of scientific findings, 
failings in the process, and long-term consequences of both. Current attention to 
biomedical discoveries provides a unique opportunity to educate scientists, science 
reporters, clinicians, and the public regarding the underlying obligations that confront 
scientists and the public alike. 

Biomedical discoveries have fostered new societal views about our human 
dimensions, new entrepreneurial investment opportunities, and new ethical boundaries 
for the conduct of science. Dialogue among scientists and those who benefit from 
biomedical discoveries is necessary for fostering public trust and for avoiding the dark 
recesses in the history of science that resulted from failure to adequately explore 
obligations. Thus, this conference was designed to acquaint various publics with the need 
for discussion of issues of research integrity while stimulating dialogue on collective 
obligations to ensure that research remains an ethical enterprise.  

The audience was intentionally broad and included diverse representation from the 
scientific community, specialty groups of the public, such as science writers and 
reporters, and lay public. Notably, science writers and reporters have an important role in 
conveying information to the broader public, including informing scientists of other areas 
outside their own expertise. The exceptionally broad reach of the efforts of science 
reporters puts them in a unique position to influence public trust of biomedical research.  

Scientists typically are well informed about some specialized aspect of science. 
However, they may be ill informed about the broader interrelations among disciplines 
and various publics.  Academic scientists and community leaders, who are receptive to 
learning more about the complex interrelations surrounding research integrity, are in 
positions to distribute professional, ethical, and social issues to their respective students 
and constituents. Individuals from the spectrum of those involved in the development and 
marketing of medical products have an important role in the biomedical research 
enterprise as well. Representatives of pharmaceutical, biotechnology, equipment, and 
device manufacturers have both a vested interest in science and in science being 
understood by the public. 

Our goal was to have each participant leave this conference with an enhanced 
appreciation for the shared professional and public accountabilities necessary to achieve 
the highest quality of biomedical research. Whether basic scientist, clinical researcher, 
science reporter, research administrator, public servant, or student of science, we are all 
public citizens. As such we receive maximum benefit from science when safeguards exist 
for ensuring research integrity. 
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DISCLAIMER 
 
Please note that these proceedings were transcribed from audiotapes of the conference. 
Proper names were not verified for correct spelling; they were typed literally from audio 
interpretation. Gaps in the text are the result of lost dialogue during audiotape changes 
and from participants failing to address questions and comments through a microphone.  
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