107th Airlift Wing, New York Air National Guard, Niagara Falls, NY

March 2011

An era comes to an end
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On Feb. 7th a long and proud Guard tradition of protecting resources and personnel
came to end at the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station. The 107th Airlift Wing's fulltime
security operations mission concluded when Staff Sgt. Matthew Higgins completed his
afternoon shift and turned in his weapon. Base security has been turned over to the
914th AW.
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Chapl ai n
Ser vi ces

Cat hol i ¢ Mass

Saturday 4 p.m., Base Chapel

Pr ot est ant
Wor shi p

Saturday 4 p.m.,
Wing Conference Room, Building 901

The Rosary

Fridays prior to UTA at noon,

Wing Conference Room, Building 901

For service schedules of Buddhist, Jewish,
Muslim, and Orthodox communities, call
extension 2395.

If you need to see a chaplain, please call
Chaplain Services at extension 2395, or at
the numbers listed below. Chaplains are
always on call.

Cat hol i c
Chapl ai n

Lt. Col. James P. Jaeger
St. Mary’s Church

32 E. Morris St.

Bath, NY 14810

Phone: (315) 597-4571

Pr ot est ant
Chapl ai n

Maj. Jackie Ann Rose Kraft
Asbury United Methodist Church
3750 Millesport Highway
Getzville NY 14068

Office: (716) 688-8677

Home: (716) 625-6266

Capt. Keith A. Manry

Akron First United Methodist
7 Church St.

Akron, NY 14001

Office: (716) 542-2060
Home: (716) 542-9567

&

Remembering the four chaplains
By Chaplain Keith Manry

On January 23rd, 1943, the United States Army Transport
Dorchester, with 902 servicemen left New York enroute to
Greenland. On board that ship were four chaplains - a Jewish
Rabbi, a Methodist Reverend, a Roman Catholic Priest, and a
Reformed Church in America Reverend. All four were on their
way to the European theater to report to their new assignments.

German U-boats were constantly patrolling the waters
the Dorchester was traveling through putting the ship’s captain at
a constant state of alert. Several ships had already been sunk by
these U-boats. While only 150 miles from its destination, the
captain ordered the men to sleep in their clothing and keep life
jackets on because of the danger. Tragically, many disregarded
the order because of either the engine’s heat or the fact that the
life jackets were uncomfortable.

At 12:55am on the morning of February 3rd, an officer
aboard the German submarine U-223 spotted the Dorschester
through a periscope. The U-223 approached the convoy on the
surface and fired three torpedoes. One of those torpedoes struck
the starboard side of the ship just below the water line - one was
all it took. The order was given to abandon ship and in less than
20 minutes the Dorchester would disappear beneath the icy
waters never to be seen again.

In the midst of the chaos, a story of heroism, faith, and

sacrifice arose that continues to inspire Airmen today. As men
jumped into the sea, overcrowded lifeboats, and desperately tried
to save their own lives, the four chaplains spread out among the
soldiers, tried to calm their fear, tended to the wounded, and
guided the disoriented. They offered prayers for the dying and
encouragement for those who would live. Among the cries of
terror the sound of the chaplains preaching courage could be
heard.
As the ship sunk the chaplains found a locker full of life jackets
and began distributing them. When there were more men than
lifejackets, the chaplains removed theirs and gave them to four
frightened young men.

One of the survivors said, “It was the finest thing I have
seen or hope to see this side of heaven.”

Continued Page 6



Chaplain from Page 5

As the ship sunk, troops in nearby rafts and boats could see the four chaplains--arms linked
bracing themselves against the slanting deck. Their voices could also be heard offering prayers.
"Valor is a gift," Carl Sandburg once said. "Those having it never know for sure whether they have it until
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Welcome to the family

or Airman Robert Bittinger
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Active Shooter

Response Measures

When an Active Shooter is in Your Vicinity

1. Evacuate When Police Arrive
* Evacuate if shooter is at your * Remain calm & follow instructions
location * Immediately raise hands & spread
* Have an escape route & plan in fingers
mind * Keep hands visible at all times
* Do not stop to render aid to * Avoid making quick movements
victims and do not hold on to officers
* Escape in the direction away + Avoid screaming or yelling
from shooter + Evacuate as instructed w/o
* Leave your belongings question until safely outside

2. Hide

» Hide in area out of shooter’s Rep(_')rt to 011
view

* Lock exterior and interior doors

+ Staylow to ground

* Block entry to hiding place with
heavy furniture or equipment [ Shooter(s) description

‘3 Take ACtion L Number and type of weapons

‘ (and/or explosives)
* Asa last resort when your life 3 Number of Gotentisl vict
isin imminent danger, attempt ool Bt R A Ui

O Location of Shooter and direction
of movement

O Number of Shooters

to incapacitate the active Building Number:
shooter i
Facility Megr:
* Act with physical aggression & yvie
. : Phone #:
throw items at active shooter
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107t LRS gets new command




Awards and decorations

Senior Airman Kara Schmidt was
awarded the Air Force Achievement
Medal for her outstanding work
performance. Lt. Col. Doug Hartley
presented her the medal. (U.S. Air
Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Justin Huett)

Sgt. Greg Fabbiano from the 107th AW

11CAU10]1] ONT wds awaradeda notn tne A

15



~

* _Report Possible J

,.Terrorlst Activity

*A* Call the New York State d
\Q Terrorlsm Tlps Lme N

AN

AII calls areh"(oll.freé and will remain
‘ _ strictly confidential. —

16



