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TABLE 7—FINAL 2012 SABLEFISH TAC SPECIFICATIONS IN THE GOA AND ALLOCATIONS TO HOOK-AND-LINE AND TRAWL 
GEAR 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Area/district TAC Hook-and-line 
allocation Trawl allocation 

Western ...................................................................................................................... 1,780 1,424 356 
Central ....................................................................................................................... 5,760 4,608 1,152 
West Yakutat 1 ........................................................................................................... 2,247 1,976 271 
Southeast Outside ..................................................................................................... 3,173 3,173 0 

Total .................................................................................................................... 12,960 11,181 1,779 

1 The trawl allocation is based on allocating five percent of the combined Eastern Regulatory Area (West Yakutat and Southeast Outside com-
bined) sablefish TAC to trawl gear in the West Yakutat District. 

TABLE 8—FINAL 2013 SABLEFISH TAC SPECIFICATIONS IN THE GOA AND ALLOCATION TO TRAWL GEAR 1 
[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Area/district TAC Hook-and-line 
allocation Trawl allocation 

Western ...................................................................................................................... 1,757 n/a 351 
Central ....................................................................................................................... 5,686 n/a 1,137 
West Yakutat 2 ........................................................................................................... 2,219 n/a 268 
Southeast Outside ..................................................................................................... 3,132 n/a 0 

Total .................................................................................................................... 12,794 n/a 1,756 

1 The Council recommended that harvest specifications for the hook-and-line gear sablefish Individual Fishing Quota fisheries be limited to one 
year. 

2 The trawl allocation is based on allocating five percent of the combined Eastern Regulatory Area (West Yakutat and Southeast Outside com-
bined) sablefish TAC to trawl gear in the West Yakutat District. 

Demersal Shelf Rockfish (DSR) 

The recommended 2012 and 2013 
DSR TAC is 293 mt. Management of 
DSR is delegated to the State. In 2006, 
the Alaska Board of Fish allocated 
future SEO District DSR TACs between 
the commercial fishery (84 percent) and 
the sport fishery (16 percent) after 
deductions were made for anticipated 
subsistence harvests (8 mt). This results 
in 2012 and 2013 allocations of 239 mt 
to the commercial fishery and 46 mt to 
the sport fishery. The State deducts 
estimates of incidental catch of DSR in 
the commercial halibut fishery and test 
fishery mortality from the DSR 
commercial fishery allocation. In 2011, 
this resulted in 89 mt being available for 
the directed commercial DSR fishery 
apportioned between four outer coast 
areas. Only one of these areas, the South 
Southeast Outside area, was open to 
directed commercial fishery with a GHL 
of 25 mt and a harvest of 22 mt. DSR 
harvest in the halibut fishery is linked 
to the annual halibut catch limits; 
therefore the State cannot estimate 
potential DSR incidental catch in that 
fishery until those quotas are 
established. Federally-permitted CVs 
using hook-and-line or jig gear fishing 
for groundfish and Pacific halibut in the 
SEO District of the GOA are required to 
retain all DSR (§ 679.20(j)). The State 
will announce the opening of directed 

fishing for DSR in 2012 in January 
following the International Pacific 
Halibut Commission’s (IPHC) January 
2012 annual meeting. 

Apportionments to the Central GOA 
Rockfish Program 

Amendment 88 to the GOA FMP 
establishes the Central GOA Rockfish 
Program (Rockfish Program). NMFS 
published a final rule to implement 
Amendment 88 on December 27, 2011 
(76 FR 81248). These final 2012 and 
2013 groundfish harvest specifications 
for the GOA includes the various fishery 
cooperative allocations and sideboard 
limitations established by the Central 
GOA Rockfish Program. Under the 
Rockfish Program, the primary rockfish 
species (Pacific ocean perch, northern 
rockfish, and pelagic shelf rockfish) are 
allocated to participants after deducting 
for incidental catch needs in other 
directed groundfish fisheries. Potential 
participants in the Rockfish Program 
include vessels in CV cooperatives, C/P 
cooperatives, and vessels in the entry 
level longline category. 

The Rockfish Program assigns quota 
share and cooperative quota to 
participants for primary and secondary 
species, allows a participant holding an 
LLP license with rockfish quota share to 
form a rockfish cooperative with other 
persons, and allows holders of C/P LLP 
licenses to opt-out of the fishery. The 

Rockfish Program also has an entry level 
fishery for rockfish primary species for 
vessels using longline gear. 
Additionally, the Rockfish Program 
continues to establish sideboard limits 
to limit the ability of harvesters 
operating under the Rockfish Program 
from increasing their participation in 
other, non-Rockfish Program fisheries. 

Additionally, the Rockfish Program 
allocates a portion of the halibut PSC 
limit from the third season deep-water 
species fishery allowance for the GOA 
trawl fisheries to Rockfish Program 
participants (§ 679.81(d)). This includes 
117 mt to the CV sector and 74 mt to 
the C/P sector. It also would 
permanently retire 27 mt (values are 
rounded to the nearest metric ton) of the 
halibut PSC limit from being allocated 
to any fishery. 

NMFS initially allocates 5 mt of 
Pacific ocean perch, 5 mt of northern 
rockfish, and 30 mt of PSR to the entry 
level longline fishery in 2012 and 2013. 
The remainder of the TACs for the 
primary rockfish species are allocated to 
the CV and C/P cooperatives. The 
allocation for the entry level longline 
fishery would increase incrementally 
each year if the sector harvests 90 
percent or more of the allocation of a 
species. The incremental increase 
would continue each year until it 
reaches the cap set for the maximum 
percent of the entry level allocation for 
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