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Directed Fishing Closures 

Pursuant to § 679.20(d)(1)(i), if the 
Regional Administrator determines (1) 
that any allocation or apportionment of 
a target species or species group 
allocated or apportioned to a fishery 
will be reached; or (2) with respect to 
pollock and Pacific cod, that an 
allocation or apportionment to an 

inshore or offshore component or sector 
allocation will be reached, the Regional 
Administrator may establish a directed 
fishing allowance (DFA) for that species 
or species group. If the Regional 
Administrator establishes a DFA and 
that allowance is or will be reached 
before the end of the fishing year, NMFS 
will prohibit directed fishing for that 
species or species group in the specified 

GOA regulatory area or district 
(§ 679.20(d)(1)(iii)). 

The Regional Administrator has 
determined that the TACs for the 
species listed in Table 30 are necessary 
to account for the incidental catch of 
these species in other anticipated 
groundfish fisheries for the 2012 and 
2013 fishing years. 

TABLE 30—2012 AND 2013 DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES IN THE GOA 
[Amounts for incidental catch in other directed fisheries are in metric tons] 

Target Area/component/gear Incidental 
catch amount 

Pollock ........................................................................................ all/offshore .................................................................................. not applicable1 
Sablefish 2 ................................................................................... all/trawl ....................................................................................... 1,779 (2012) 

1,756 (2013) 
Shortraker rockfish 2 ................................................................... all ................................................................................................ 1,081 
Other rockfish ............................................................................. all ................................................................................................ 1,080 
Rougheye rockfish ...................................................................... all ................................................................................................ 1,223 (2012) 

1,240 (2013) 
Thornyhead rockfish ................................................................... all ................................................................................................ 1,665 
Atka mackerel ............................................................................. all ................................................................................................ 2,000 
Big skate ..................................................................................... all ................................................................................................ 3,767 
Longnose skate .......................................................................... all ................................................................................................ 2,625 
Other skates ............................................................................... all ................................................................................................ 2,030 
Squids ......................................................................................... all ................................................................................................ 1,148 
Sharks ......................................................................................... all ................................................................................................ 6,028 
Octopuses ................................................................................... all ................................................................................................ 1,455 

1 Pollock is closed to directed fishing in the GOA by the offshore component under § 679.20(a)(6)(i). 
2 Closures not applicable to participants in cooperatives conducted under the Central GOA Rockfish Program. 

Consequently, in accordance with 
§ 679.20(d)(1)(i), the Regional 
Administrator establishes the DFA for 
the species or species groups listed in 
Table 30 as zero mt. Therefore, in 
accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(iii), 
NMFS is prohibiting directed fishing for 
those species, areas, gear types, and 
components in the GOA listed in Table 
30. These closures will remain in effect 
through 2400 hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 
2013. 

Section 679.64(b)(5) provides for 
management of AFA CV groundfish 
harvest limits and PSC bycatch limits 
using directed fishing closures and PSC 
closures according to procedures set out 
at §§ 679.20(d)(1)(iv), 679.21(d)(8), and 
679.21(e)(3)(v). The Regional 
Administrator has determined that, in 
addition to the closures listed above, 
many of the non-exempt AFA CV 
sideboard limits listed in Tables 19 and 
20 are necessary as incidental catch to 
support other anticipated groundfish 

fisheries for the 2012 and 2013 fishing 
years. In accordance with 
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iv), the Regional 
Administrator sets the DFAs for the 
species and species groups in Table 31 
at zero. Therefore, in accordance with 
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iii), NMFS is prohibiting 
directed fishing by non-exempt AFA 
CVs in the GOA for the species and 
specified areas listed in Table 31. These 
closures will remain in effect through 
2400 hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 2013. 

TABLE 31—2012 AND 2013 NON-EXEMPT AFA CV SIDEBOARD DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES FOR ALL GEAR TYPES IN 
THE GOA 

[Amounts for incidental catch in other directed fisheries are in metric tons] 

Species Regulatory area/district Incidental catch amount 

Pacific cod ........................................................................ Eastern ............................................................................. 14 (inshore) and 2 (off-
shore) in 2012 

15 (inshore) and 2 (off-
shore) in 2013 

Shallow-water flatfish ....................................................... Eastern ............................................................................. 73 in 2012 
67 in 2013 

Deep-water flatfish ........................................................... Western ............................................................................ 0 
Rex sole ........................................................................... Eastern and Western ....................................................... 1 and 5 
Arrowtooth flounder .......................................................... Eastern and Western ....................................................... 3 and 30 
Flathead sole .................................................................... Eastern and Western ....................................................... 6 and 31 
Pacific ocean perch .......................................................... Western ............................................................................ 5 
Northern rockfish .............................................................. Western ............................................................................ 1 
Pelagic shelf rockfish ....................................................... Entire GOA ....................................................................... 6 in 2012 

5 in 2013 
Demersal shelf rockfish .................................................... SEO District ..................................................................... 1 
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TABLE 31—2012 AND 2013 NON-EXEMPT AFA CV SIDEBOARD DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES FOR ALL GEAR TYPES IN 
THE GOA—Continued 

[Amounts for incidental catch in other directed fisheries are in metric tons] 

Species Regulatory area/district Incidental catch amount 

Sculpins ............................................................................ Entire GOA ....................................................................... 36 

Section 680.22 provides for the 
management of non-AFA crab vessel 
sideboards using directed fishing 
closures in accordance with 
§ 680.22(e)(2) and (3). The Regional 
Administrator has determined that the 
non-AFA crab vessel sideboards listed 
in Tables 22 and 23 are insufficient to 
support a directed fishery and has set 
the sideboard DFA at zero, with the 
exception of Pacific cod pot CV sector 
apportionments in the Western and 
Central Regulatory Areas. Therefore, 
NMFS is prohibiting directed fishing by 
non-AFA crab vessels in the GOA for all 
species and species groups listed in 
Tables 22 and 23, with the exception of 
the Pacific cod pot CV sector 
apportionments in the Western and 
Central Regulatory Areas. 

Section 679.82 provides for the 
management of Rockfish Program 
sideboard limits using directed fishing 
closures in accordance with § 679.82(d) 
and (e). The Regional Administrator has 
determined that the CV sideboards 
listed in Tables 24 and 25 are 
insufficient to support a directed fishery 
and has set the sideboard DFA at zero. 
Therefore, NMFS is closing directed 
fishing for Pacific ocean perch and 
pelagic shelf rockfish in the WYK 
district and the Western Regulatory 
Area, and for northern rockfish in the 
Western Regulatory Area by CVs 
participating in the Central GOA 
Rockfish Program during the month of 
July in 2012 and 2013. These closures 
will remain in effect through 2400 hrs, 
A.l.t., December 31, 2013. 

Closures implemented under the 2011 
and 2012 Gulf of Alaska harvest 
specifications for groundfish (76 FR 
11111, March 1, 2011) remain effective 
under authority of these final 2012 and 
2013 harvest specifications, and are 
posted at the following Web sites: 
http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/index/ 
infobulletins/infobulletins.asp?Yr=2011, 
and http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/ 
2011/status.htm. While these closures 
are in effect, the maximum retainable 
amounts at § 679.20(e) and (f) apply at 
any time during a fishing trip. These 
closures to directed fishing are in 
addition to closures and prohibitions 
found in regulations at 50 CFR part 679. 
NMFS may implement other closures 
during the 2012 and 2013 fishing years 

as necessary for effective conservation 
and management. 

Response to Comments 

This action was published as a 
proposed rule on December 22, 2011 (76 
FR 79620), and public comments about 
it were solicited until January 23, 2012. 
NMFS received one comment 
submission containing two general 
categories of comments. This comment 
was received from a company involved 
in the halibut sport fishery in Alaska. 
These comments are summarized and 
responded to below. 

Comment 1: Maintaining the current 
Pacific halibut PSC limits for trawl and 
hook-and-line gear is unacceptable. The 
halibut exploitable biomass had 
decreased significantly in recent years, 
which has adversely affected various 
user groups, including the commercial 
halibut IFQ fisheries, guided and 
unguided sport sectors, and subsistence 
users. The Council’s ongoing effort to 
consider halibut PSC reductions for the 
commercial groundfish fisheries in the 
GOA is commendable. However, the 
Council has not yet taken final action on 
that issue, and even if it does in 2012, 
halibut PSC limit reductions in the GOA 
may not occur until 2013. Therefore, 
NMFS and the Council must consider 
interim PSC reductions, prior to the 
selection and implementation of any 
future GOA halibut PSC limit 
reductions. 

Response: The action to revise GOA 
halibut PSC limits is under 
development and consideration by the 
Council. Initially, this potential revision 
was under consideration for 
implementation through the 2012 and 
2013 harvest specifications. In October 
2011, the Council initiated a new action 
to remove GOA halibut PSC limits from 
the annual harvest specifications 
process through an amendment to the 
GOA FMP. In addition, the action 
would establish the means to set GOA 
halibut PSC limits in federal 
regulations. The Council reviewed a 
draft Environmental Assessment (EA) 
and Regulatory Impact Review (RIR) at 
its February 2012 meeting and is 
scheduled to take final action on halibut 
PSC revisions later in 2012. As the effort 
to review and potentially revise these 
limits is under active review and 

consideration by the Council, NMFS 
does not believe it to be either necessary 
or appropriate to reduce either the trawl 
or hook-and-line gear halibut PSC limits 
as part of the final 2012 and 2013 
harvest specifications. 

The GOA groundfish fisheries 
currently are subject to binding halibut 
PSC limits set by the Council for 
purposes of halibut conservation. 
Commercial groundfish fisheries are 
required to stop fishing when their 
halibut PSC limits are taken. Directed 
fisheries for some groundfish species 
may be closed due to the attainment of 
halibut PSC limits before the target 
species’ TACs have been fully 
harvested. Participants in these fisheries 
incur significant costs to stay within 
their halibut catch limits. The pending 
action to revise halibut PSC limits is 
assessing the economic effects of 
changes to the current trawl and hook- 
and-line halibut PSC limits on various 
components of the GOA groundfish 
fisheries. 

Comment 2: The draft EA and RIR 
prepared for the pending halibut PSC 
revision under consideration by the 
Council are inadequate. The range of 
alternatives considered for the potential 
revisions should include higher PSC 
limit reductions than five, ten, or 15 
percent. The EA should be augmented 
with additional studies pertaining to 
halibut bycatch effects on other halibut 
fishery sectors, additional information 
about the economic impacts of the 
alternatives, and a more detailed 
explanation of halibut bycatch 
estimation and any potential bias 
associated with estimating halibut 
bycatch. The RIR should be augmented 
to fully account for the costs and 
benefits to each resource user sector, 
rather than focusing on the commercial 
sector. Finally, the analysis does not 
sufficiently address National Standards 
1, 8, and 9 of the Magnuson-Steven Act. 

Response: NMFS notes the 
commenter’s observations and concerns 
about the GOA halibut PSC revision EA 
and RIR. We also encourage the 
commenter to continue to follow the 
GOA halibut PSC revision action 
through the Council and rulemaking 
processes, and provide additional 
comments about the action and its 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 18:35 Mar 13, 2012 Jkt 226001 PO 00000 Frm 00031 Fmt 4701 Sfmt 4700 E:\FR\FM\14MRR2.SGM 14MRR2m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
D

S
K

4V
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

U
LE

S
2

http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/index/infobulletins/infobulletins.asp?Yr=2011
http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/index/infobulletins/infobulletins.asp?Yr=2011
http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/2011/status.htm
http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/2011/status.htm



