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2 The Pacific cod B season for trawl gear closes November 1. 

Rockfish Program Groundfish 
Sideboard and Halibut PSC Limitations 

Amendment 88 to the FMP 
implements the Central GOA Rockfish 
Program, as previously described in the 
preamble. The Rockfish Program 
amendment establishes three classes of 
sideboard provisions: CV groundfish 
sideboard restrictions, C/P rockfish 
sideboard restrictions, and C/P opt-out 
vessel sideboard restrictions. These 
sideboards are intended to limit the 
ability of rockfish harvesters to expand 
into other fisheries. A full description of 
the Rockfish Program sideboard 
provisions is contained in the proposed 

rule to implement Amendment 88 (76 
FR 52148, August 19, 2011). 

CVs participating in the Rockfish 
Program may not participate in directed 
fishing for northern rockfish, Pacific 
ocean perch, and pelagic shelf rockfish 
in the West Yakutat district and Western 
GOA from July 1 through July 31. 
Furthermore, CVs may not participate in 
directed fishing for arrowtooth flounder, 
deep-water flatfish, and rex sole in the 
GOA from July 1 through July 31 
(§ 679.82(d)). 

Amendment 88 also establishes 
rockfish and halibut PSC sideboard 
limitations for C/Ps participating in 
Rockfish Program cooperatives. These 
C/Ps are prohibited from directed 

fishing for northern rockfish, Pacific 
ocean perch, and pelagic shelf rockfish 
in the West Yakutat district and Western 
GOA from July 1 through July 31. 
Holders of C/P-designated LLP licenses 
that opt-out of participating in a 
Rockfish Program cooperative will be 
able to access that portion of each 
sideboard limit that is not assigned to 
rockfish cooperatives. Tables 24 and 25 
list the final 2012 and 2013 Rockfish 
Program C/P sideboard limits in the 
West Yakutat district and the Western 
GOA. Due to confidentiality 
requirements associated with fisheries 
data, the sideboard limits for the West 
Yakutat district are not displayed. 

TABLE 24—FINAL 2012 ROCKFISH PROGRAM HARVEST LIMITS BY SECTOR FOR WEST YAKUTAT DISTRICT AND WESTERN 
GOA BY THE CATCHER/PROCESSOR SECTOR 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Area Fishery C/P sector (% of 
TAC) Final 2012 TACs Final 2012 C/P limit 

West Yakutat District ........................ Pelagic shelf rockfish ....................... Confidential 1 ............. 542 Confidential 1 
Pacific ocean perch .......................... Confidential 1 ............. 1,692 Confidential 1 

Western GOA .................................... Pelagic shelf rockfish ....................... 72.3 ........................... 409 296 
Pacific ocean perch .......................... 50.6 ........................... 2,102 1,064 
Northern rockfish .............................. 74.3 ........................... 2,156 1,602 

1 Not released due to confidentiality requirements associated with fish ticket data established by NMFS and the State of Alaska. 

TABLE 25—FINAL 2013 ROCKFISH PROGRAM HARVEST LIMITS BY SECTOR FOR WEST YAKUTAT DISTRICT AND WESTERN 
GOA BY THE CATCHER/PROCESSOR SECTOR 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Area Fishery C/P sector (% of 
TAC) Final 2013 TACs Final 2013 C/P limit 

West Yakutat District ........................ Pelagic shelf rockfish ....................... Confidential 1 ............. 504 Confidential 1 
Pacific ocean perch .......................... Confidential 1 ............. 1,650 Confidential 1 

Western GOA .................................... Pelagic shelf rockfish ....................... 72.3 ........................... 381 275 
Pacific ocean perch .......................... 50.6 ........................... 2,050 1,037 
Northern rockfish .............................. 74.3 ........................... 2,017 1,499 

1 Not released due to confidentiality requirements associated with fish ticket data established by NMFS and the State of Alaska. 

The C/P sector is subject to halibut 
PSC sideboard limits for the trawl deep- 
water and shallow-water species 
fisheries during the period July 1 
through July 31. No halibut PSC 
sideboard limits apply to the CV sector. 
C/Ps that opt-out of the Rockfish 
Program would be able to access that 
portion of the deep-water and shallow- 
water halibut PSC sideboard limit not 

assigned to C/P rockfish cooperatives. 
The sideboard provisions for C/Ps that 
elect to opt-out of participating in a 
rockfish cooperative are described in the 
final rule implementing Amendment 88 
(76 FR 81248, December 27, 2011). 
These ratios and amounts are not known 
at this time because vessels applications 
for C/Ps electing to opt-out are due to 
NMFS on March 1 of each calendar 

year, thereby preventing NMFS from 
calculating final 2012 and 2013 
allocations. NMFS will post these 
allocations on the Alaska Region Web 
site at http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/ 
sustainablefisheries/goarat/default.htm 
when they become available in March. 
Table 26 lists the final 2012 and 2013 
Rockfish Program halibut PSC limits for 
the C/P sector. 
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