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TABLE 12—FINAL 2012 APPORTIONMENTS OF ROCKFISH SECONDARY SPECIES IN THE CENTRAL GOA TO CATCHER 
VESSEL AND CATCHER/PROCESSOR COOPERATIVES 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Species Annual central 
GOA TAC 

Catcher vessel cooperatives Catcher/Processor cooperatives 

Percentage of 
TAC 

Apportionment 
(mt) 

Percentage of 
TAC 

Apportionment 
(mt) 

Pacific cod ........................................................ 42,705 3.81 1,627 N/A N/A 
Sablefish .......................................................... 5,760 6.78 391 3.51 202 
Shortraker rockfish ........................................... 452 N/A N/A 40.00 181 
Rougheye rockfish ........................................... 850 N/A N/A 58.87 500 
Thornyhead rockfish ........................................ 766 7.84 60 26.50 203 

TABLE 13—FINAL 2013 APPORTIONMENTS OF ROCKFISH SECONDARY SPECIES IN THE CENTRAL GOA TO CATCHER 
VESSEL AND CATCHER/PROCESSOR COOPERATIVES 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Species Annual central 
GOA TAC 

Catcher vessel cooperatives Catcher/processor cooperatives 

Percentage of 
TAC 

Apportionment 
(mt) 

Percentage of 
TAC 

Apportionment 
(mt) 

Pacific cod ........................................................ 44,363 3.81 1,690 N/A N/A 
Sablefish .......................................................... 5,686 6.78 386 3.51 200 
Shortraker rockfish ........................................... 452 N/A N/A 40.00 181 
Rougheye rockfish ........................................... 861 N/A N/A 58.87 507 
Thornyhead rockfish ........................................ 766 7.84 60 26.50 203 

Halibut PSC Limits 

Section 679.21(d) establishes the 
annual halibut PSC limit 
apportionments to trawl and hook-and- 
line gear and authorizes the 
establishment of apportionments for pot 
gear. In December 2011, the Council 
recommended that NMFS maintain the 
2012 halibut PSC limits of 2,000 mt for 
the trawl fisheries and 300 mt for the 
hook-and-line fisheries for the 2012 and 
2013 groundfish fisheries. Ten mt of the 
hook-and-line limit is further allocated 
to the DSR fishery in the SEO District. 
The DSR fishery is defined at 
§ 679.21(d)(4)(iii)(A). This fishery has 
been apportioned 10 mt in recognition 
of its small-scale harvests. Most vessels 
in the DSR fishery are less than 60 ft 
(18.3 m) length overall and are exempt 
from observer coverage. Therefore, 
observer data are not available to verify 
actual bycatch amounts. NMFS 
estimates low halibut bycatch in the 
DSR fishery because (1) the duration of 
the DSR fisheries and the gear soak 
times are short; (2) the DSR fishery 
occurs in the winter when less overlap 
occurs in the distribution of DSR and 
halibut; and (3) the directed commercial 
DSR fishery has a low DSR TAC. Of the 
300 mt TAC for DSR in 2011, 89 mt was 
available for the commercial fishery, of 
which 22 mt were harvested. 

The FMP authorizes the Council to 
exempt specific gear from the halibut 
PSC limits. NMFS, after consultation 
with the Council, exempts pot gear, jig 
gear, and the sablefish IFQ hook-and- 
line gear fishery from the non-trawl 
halibut limit for 2012 and 2013. The 
Council recommended, and NMFS 
approves, these exemptions because (1) 
the pot gear fisheries have low annual 
halibut bycatch mortality (averaging 22 
mt annually from 2002 through 2011); 
(2) IFQ program regulations prohibit 
discard of halibut if any halibut IFQ 
permit holder on board a catcher vessel 
holds unused halibut IFQ 
(§ 679.7(f)(11)); (3) sablefish IFQ 
fishermen typically hold halibut IFQ 
permits and are therefore required to 
retain the halibut they catch while 
fishing sablefish IFQ; and (4) NMFS 
estimates negligible halibut mortality for 
the jig gear fisheries. NMFS estimates 
that halibut mortality is negligible in the 
jig gear fisheries given the small amount 
of groundfish harvested by jig gear 
(averaging 297 mt annually from 2003 
through 2011), the selective nature of jig 
gear, and the high survival rates of 
halibut caught (and subsequently 
released) with jig gear. 

Section 679.21(d)(5) authorizes NMFS 
to seasonally apportion the halibut PSC 
limits after consultation with the 
Council. The FMP and regulations 

require the Council and NMFS to 
consider the following information in 
seasonally apportioning halibut PSC 
limits: (1) Seasonal distribution of 
halibut, (2) seasonal distribution of 
target groundfish species relative to 
halibut distribution, (3) expected 
halibut bycatch needs on a seasonal 
basis relative to changes in halibut 
biomass and expected catch of target 
groundfish species, (4) expected bycatch 
rates on a seasonal basis, (5) expected 
changes in directed groundfish fishing 
seasons, (6) expected actual start of 
fishing effort, and (7) economic effects 
of establishing seasonal halibut 
allocations on segments of the target 
groundfish industry. The Council 
obtained the information it considered 
when setting the halibut PSC limits 
from the 2011 SAFE report, NMFS catch 
data, State of Alaska catch data, IPHC 
stock assessment and mortality data, 
and public testimony. 

NMFS concurs in the Council’s 
recommendations listed in Table 14, 
which shows the final 2012 and 2013 
Pacific halibut PSC limits, allowances, 
and apportionments. Sections 
679.21(d)(5)(iii) and (iv) specify that any 
underages or overages of a seasonal 
apportionment of a PSC limit will be 
deducted from or added to the next 
respective seasonal apportionment 
within the fishing year. 
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