
PREVENTING SUICIDE IN THE UNITED 
STATES MILITARY:  RESEARCH 
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

5 September 2012  

European Symposium of Suicide & Suicidal Behavior 

Peter M. Gutierrez, Ph.D., VISN 19 MIRECC, 
University of Colorado School of Medicine, Thomas 
Joiner, Ph.D., Florida State University, COL Carl 
Castro, Ph.D., United States Army 
    

 

Disclaimer: This work was in part supported by the Department of Defense (Award Numbers: W81XWH-10-2-0178; W81XWH-
10-2-0181) and the VISN 19 Mental Illness Research, Education, and  Clinical Center (MIRECC), but does not necessarily 
represent the views of the Department of Defense, Department of Veterans Affairs, or the United States Government.  



UNCLASSIFIED 9/11/2012 11:12 AM Slide 2 of 37 U.S. Army Medical Research and Materiel Command 
Military Operational Medicine Research Program 



 MSRC Mission 
 Produce new scientific knowledge about suicidal 

   behavior in the military 

 Use high-quality research methods and analyses to 

   address problems in policy and practice 

 Disseminate knowledge, information, and findings 

 Train future leaders in military suicide research 



MSRC Common Data Elements 

 Collected from 11 validated and reliable measures 

 57 items across key suicide-related domains 
 Suicidal Thoughts and Behaviors   

 Suicidal Intent 

 Insomnia 

 Anxiety 

 Alcohol Use 

 Approximately 3,323 active duty, Veteran, and civilian 

   participants 

 

  Depression 

  Hopelessness 

  Interpersonal Needs 

  PTSD 

  Traumatic Brain Injury 
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INTERVENTION 
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MSRC 

To learn more about the  

Military Suicide Research Consortium and 
research opportunities please visit 

www.msrc.fsu.edu 
 

Thank you 
 

Peter M. Gutierrez, Ph.D. 

Peter.Gutierrez@va.gov 

1-303-329-4408 ext. 301 

http://www.msrc.fsu.edu/
mailto:Peter.Gutierrez@va.gov
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