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February 29, 1972 
RN, Allen Ellender, Michael Mansfield, J. William Fulbright, Henry Kissinger, et al. 
 
RN:  It was not our common beliefs which brought us together.  But our, frankly, our 
common interests and our common hopes. What are those common interests? One is the 
interests that both us have in maintaining our integrity and our independence. And second 
is the hope that each of us has to try to build a structure of peace in the Pacific, and going 
beyond that, in the world.  And, uh, and on that point that means that despite a total gulf, 
a gulf that will continue to exist as long as their communist, and as long as we’re 
basically a free country, a total gulf in beliefs that people of different faiths, of different 
beliefs, have got to find a way to live together in this world.  And, to, in the case of the 
People’s Republic of China and the United States of America, the most powerful nation 
in the world, and the most populous nation in the world, if we, uh, do not find a way to, 
uh, despite our differences to have discussions, we are on a collision course years ahead, 
which would be very, very serious.  If we do find a way to have discussions as we have 
started in this instance, there is a better chance that we will not have that collision course 
years ahead. 
 


